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THE RELATION OF INTEMPERANCE TO 
INSANITY* 





By CLARK BELL, Esq. 





MOREL says : 

‘* The Denes causes of Insanity are: iiemneraice and neglect of the 
laws of health.”’ He believed that there are few of the unfavorable condi- 
tions of human life that by themselves cause more human degeneration 
than the excessive use of alcohol + 


Dr. C. H. Huauss, the able editor of the Alienist and Nout in 
speaking of the causes of Insanity, says : 

‘*The families of intemperate parents furnish the recruiting gromd for 
Insane Asylums.” 

These unfortunate children, if not idiots or epileptics, are liable to grow 
up with querulous, explosive tempers, with feeble powers of self- guidance, 
weak in temptation, unstable, self-indulgent, vicious and hysterical. 


Tu. H. Keiioae, M. D., one of our most intelligent students of Insanity, 
with a valuable experience says : 

‘*It is estimated that twenty-five per cent. of modern cases of Insanity 
are due to the direct or indirect effects of the abuse of alcoholic stimulants.”’ 

This assertion is made with reference to the immediate effect of alcohol 
on individuals that consume it; and if its remote, baneful influences 
through generations are to be taken into account, it would be necessary to 
add considerably to the numerical strength of the statement. § 

The same authority, speaking of the Etiology of Insanity of this class or 
type, says: 

“Tt is active first in exciting attacks to which there is already an heredi-. 


* Read July 6, 1887, before the International and Colonial Congress of Inebriety, at 
London, England, and September 14, 1887, before the Medico-Legal Society of New 
York. 

Tt (1) (des Degenere ael espece Humaine.) 

t @) (Alienist and Neurologist, 1887. ) 

§ (3) (Reference Hand Book of the Medical Sciences. Wood & Co., 1887 ) 
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tary or an acquired tendency, secondly: in the developement de novo of 
characteristic types of mental derangement, and directly in the transmission 
of weak and irritable nervous systems, that predispose to mental disorder.” 
‘The types of mental aberration caused directly are: 


1. Gradual physical degeneration, that attains finally to the complete 
extinction of the moral powers. 

2. Ordinary attacks-of mania and melancholia. 

3. Delirium tremens. 

4. Alcoholic Dementia and * 

5. Dipsomania. 


This latter form has a double origin and includes two very different 
classes of cases. In the one class it results from a susceptibility to alcohol 
that is most intense, and inherited from intemperate parents, so that on 
slight indulgence the patient every now and then loses all self-control, and 
goes through a reckless alcoholic debauch. 

In the other class the dipsomaniac tendency is simply one of the morbid 
impulses that occur in periodical insanity, and it will be found on close 
observation that these cases present insane pecularities during the interim 
between their drinking bouts.” * 


LunreR has probably furnished the most complete and _ reliable 
statistics, upon this subject, of the Modern Authors. 

He claims that while the consumption of alcohol nearly doubled in 
France in the twenty years from 1849 to 1869, that the cases of Insanity 
from intemperance had risen from fifty-nine per cent. with men, and fifty- 
two per cent. with women. These statistics are remarkable as showing the 
relative increase in those districts of France where alcoholic or distilled 
spirits took the place of wine. 


M. Lunter claims distinctly that the number of suicides everywhere in 
France followed the increased consumption of alcohol... He also shows 
that in the north of France, where the consumption of alcohol had nearly 
doubled in twenty years (1849 to 1869) the cases of Insanity from alcohol 
had quadrupled among men, who consume it, without any corresponding 
increase among the women, who did not, 

He also estimates that at least fifty per cent. of the idiots and imbeciles of 
the great cities were the.children of notorious drunkards, and that the 
majority of children oe of parents who were constitutionally drunkards 
are, as he considers, ‘‘ weak in some way or other.” ft 


THe EARL OF SHAFTESBURY, in his evidence before the select committee 





* Ba) (bid.) 
t (4) (Annales Medico Psychologique 1872). 
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of the English Parliment, in 1859, expressed his opinion that fifty per 
cent, of the cases admitted to English Asylums were due to drink. ** 
(Evidence before Parlimentary Commission, 1859.) 

While many have doubted the accuracy of this statement, it must not be 
lost sight of : 


1. That no man in England had better, or half as good facilities of obser- 
vation, or would be less likely to exaggerate this per centum, than the Chair- 
man of the Board of Lunacy Commissioners: and 


2. That he doubtless took into account the cases due to intemperance as 
an indirect cause, and the intemperance of parents as causing insanity and 
idiocy in their offspring. 


BuckniLt & TuKE place in their list of causes of Insanity, arranged in 
the order of their frequency and importance, Intemperance as the larger 
and greater cause. 

They verify their views by statistical evidence from the French, English 
and Scotch reports of the Commissioners of Lunacy, as well as the carefully 
prepared statements and tables of Skaie, at Morningside; Dr. Needham, at 
York Lunatic Asylum; Dr.Clouston, at Cumberland and Westmorland, and 
Drs. Kirkbride, Lee and Earle, in American Institutions. * 


Srr W. C. Exsis, M. D., Superintendent of Wakefield Asylum, England, 
in his treatise on Cause and Cure of Insanity (1888), recognizes ‘intemper- 
anoe as a prolific cause of insanity. t 


SAMUEL WILKES, M. D., in his lectures on diseases of the Nervous 
System, says: 

‘Certainly one of the causes most frequently instrumental in the pro- 
duction of an atrophy of the brain is drunkenness, or the excessive use of 
alcoholic drinks.” t 

Alcohol causes a degeneration of all the tissues of the body, its direct 
effect on the liver is cirrhoses, on the kidneys Bright’s disease, and fatty 
degeneration of the tissues thus caused explains the frequent death of the 
drunkard by heart disease. 


Dr. WILKES compares the degeneration of the tissues from the excessive 
use of alcohol to those processes which take place naturally in excessive old 
age. He says, ‘‘a drunken man is literally living too fast.” § 





** (5) (Evidence before Parliamentary Commission, 1859), 

* (6) (Bucknill & Tuke, Psychological Medicine, p. 93, e¢ seq.) 
{ (7) (Ellis on Insanity, p. 97, ef seg.) 

t (8) (Wilkes’ Diseases of the Nervous System, p. 211.) 

§ (9) (bid., p. 212.) 
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The post mortem, says the same high authority, of a confirmed drunkard, 
shows that the brain is shrunken and weighs so many ounces less than it did 
when healthy. * 

The legitimate effect upon the brain of the excessive use of alcohol is to 
produce atrophy of that organ. 

Whatever arrests normal action, interferes with function and leads or 
tends to decay or degeneration. 


Dr. Henry Maupsty gives a chapter ‘‘ concerning degeneration” in 
his admirable treatise, “‘ Body and Will,” in which he defines Cee ese, 
as he calls it, as an ‘‘unkinding, or the undoing of a kind.” 


The abuse of the use of alcohol produces a degradation of the organ, by 
shrinking it, from its normal conditions, into a lower, lesser, or baser shape, 
and while alcoholic atrophy of the brain is not the degradation of which 
MAUDSLY so splendidly treats, it resembles it, in physical results, in the life 
and health of the sufferer. : 


Pror. JoHN J. RewSE regards intemperance as one of the chief causes of 
idiocy. + 


Dr. Wini1AM W. IRELAND, a high authority upon idiocy, places heredity 
foremost among causes of idiocy, and does not agree with the authorities 
that place intemperance so high as a cause of idiocy—while he concedes 
that it is an important cause.t 

He says of drunkeness in the parents: “The children of drunken parents . 
in many cases have an unhealthy, nervous system ; they are weak, unhealthy 
and excitable, and often have a diseased craving for spirituous liquors, but, 
in my opinion, idiocy is not the ordinary legacy which drunkards leave to 
their children.” 


Dr. LANepon Down lays great stress upon intoxication of the parent at 
conception as a fruitful cause of idiocy. § 


TOUSSENEL advances similar views. 


‘Lupwie Dauner, the Norwegian writer on Insanity, is of the opinion that 
to the abuse of brandy especially in the fathers, but also in the mothers 
during pregnancy, may be assigned an important influence in the pro- 
duction of the large number of idiots in Norway.++ 


* (10) (Lbid.) : 
ft G1) (Reese Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology, p- 548.) 
+ (12) (ireland’s Idiocy and Imbecility, p. 26.) 
(18) (Lbid.) 
§ (14) Monde des oiseaux, p, 106, quoted in the Physical Problem, by Chartes Elam, 
M. D., London, 1869.) 


al (15) ») Insanity in Norway, by Ludwig Dahe, quoted by Ireland on Idiocy, p. 27.) 
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THE CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON IDrocy, in a report made to the Legis- 
lature of Conuecticut, in 1856, reported that the parents of idiots were given 
to intemperance in drink in seventy-six cases out of two hundred and thirty- 
five. In thirty of these cases both parents were intemperate, in forty-six 
cases one parent so. * 


T. S. Cuousron, M. D., in his able lectures delivered before the students 
at the University of Edingburgh, speaking of causes of Insanity, says : 
‘Tt is unfortunately the most common of all the causes of the disease; in 
some cases producing it de novo, in others bringing into activity, hereditary 
and acquired brain weakness,” 

He assigns alcohol as a cause, in whole or in part, in from fifteen to 
twenty per cent. of the cases of mental diseases, taking all of Scotland as a 
basis + 


MoREAU DE Tours, whose studies of human degeneracy, like those of his 
countryman MoreEL, have thrown more light upon these topics than any of 
our English-speaking writers, agree that the abuse of alcohol is one of the 
greatest factors working in the degeneracy and deterioration of the human 
species, when measured by its past results upon the race. 

These degenerations are transmitted, by laws of heredity, from father to 
son, and seem unable to be corrected or eradicated. 

Their manifestations are Insanity, idiocy, ugliness, deformity, incapacity 
for higher education, lack of self-control, and what we may denominate the 
excrescences upon the normal human stock. 

Its manifestations are degeneration of organic tissue, reproduced and in- 
tensified, which are rarely ever. cured, modified or overcome. t 


Dr. EDWARD C. MANN says: “Alcohol eventually will have to be dealt 
with as a sourse of terrible moral and physical deterioration. The whole 
human race is deteriorated by the poison, morally, mentally and socially. 
The disease of inebriety is transmitted hereditarily, causing insanity, 
epilepsy and idiocy, or a procilivity to crime.” § 


Pror. StanrorD E. Cuaruub, M. D., Tulane University of Louisiana, 
says: ‘‘The most frequent and important lesions found in the bodies of 
dead drunkards are of the same nature as those produced by old age. 
Fibroid, fatty and chalky degenerations, gradually invade the tissues and 
unfit them to maintain health and life. By these degenerations, vital force 


‘ 





* (16) (Report of Committee on Idiocy, to Connecticut Legislature, New Haven, 
1856.) 

¥ (17) (Clouston Mental Diseases, p. 312.) 

+ (18) (Psychole Morbide, by Moreau de Tours.) 

§ (19) (Alienist and Neurologist, January, 1887, p. 98.) 
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is prematurely lowered and exhausted, and the constitution is so impaired 
that there is far less power to resist disease, so that it is notorious that the 
abusers of alcoholics greatly increase their liability to death, by accidental 
injuries, and by epidemic and other diseases, and that, if these fail to 
shorten their lives, decrepitude, old age and death come on before their 
time.” * . 


Dr_ T. D. CrorHers, a very high authority, says: “It is a fact beyond 
question that alcohol in excess produces changes of brain circulation and 
nutrition, also vaso motor, paralysis with congestion, and derangement of 
the heart’s action and diminution of the quality of the blood. The result is 
that both brain and nerve function are impaired, and the capacity to realize 
the nature and consequence of conduct and thoughts are lessened—the 
victim is actually and literally on the road to insanity. The inebriate 
cannot be sane, for his brain is physiologically and pathologically 
changed.” 


Dr. Wiuu1AM G. STEVENSON, a high authority, and a most careful and 
analytical observer, in speaking of the neurotic origin of criminality, 
says : 

‘‘That inebriety, insanity and crime bear close relationship to, and as 
results of pathological conditions of nerve tissue, are co-relative of each 
other.” | 

“It is a fact that inebriety, insanity and criminality are hereditary and 
undergo mutual metamorphoses during stages of transmission.” 

It is a fact that drunkenness or dipsomania is a physical disease, depend- 
ing on some molecular change of nerve tissue, as the direct effect of 
alcoholic poisoning, and the ‘‘gemmules” of this tissue, when transmitted, 
become active factors in the formation of character.” 

The same high authority says: ‘‘Itis an admitted fact that inebriety in 
the parent predetermines insanity in the offspring. + 


Dr. DopGx, the late Superintendent of the Binghamton Asylum for 
Inebriates, says : 

‘Tt is important to keep in view that drunkenness is as often involuntary 
as voluntary ; that the person afflicted with the tendency to it obeys a law 
of its members more potent than his will.” ¢ 


* (20) Abuse of Alcohol, p. 17.) 

aoe letter from Dr. Crothers to the author of the paper, in response to an in- 
quiry. 

+ 21) (Criminality, a paper read before Medieo-Legal Society, N. Y.) 

£ (22) (Lbid,, on the authority of Dr. W, G, Stevenson.) 
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Dr. Ruse reports the case of an habitual drunkard who, when urged to 
leave off drink, replied : 

“‘ Where a keg of rum in one corner of a room, and were a cannon con- 
stantly discharging balls between me and it, I could not defrain from pass- 
ing before that cannon in order to get rum.” * 


Macnisu, in his Anatomy of Drunkenness, cites the case of a man to 
whom a friend painted ‘‘ the distress of his family, the loss of his business 
and character, and the ruin of his health,” who replied: ‘‘Alas, yes, this 
is too true! but I can no longer resist temptation; if a bottle of brandy 
stood at one hand andthe pit of hell yawned at the other, and I were con- 
vinced that I would be pushed in as sure as I took one glass, I could not 

_ refrain.” + 


Dr. Howe, of Massachusetts, claimed that out of 300 idiots investigated 
by himself, one hundred and forty-five were descended from intemperate 
parents. ¢ 

In the various plans of classification of mental diseases, submitted by the 
Alienists of various countries through the several members of the Inter- 
national Committee, named at Antwerp, at the conference held under the 
auspices of the Belgian Society of Mental Medecine, in September, 1885, for 
the purpose of agreeing, if possible, upon a uniform ciassification as a basis 
of International Statistics of the Insane, for all the world, ‘‘ Insanity pro- 
duced by intemperance ” has been generally recognized by the representa- 
tives of all the countries. — 

In the paper presented by DR. .LEFEBVRE, of Belgium, ‘‘ Insanity pro- 
duced by Intoxication ” was proposed as one of the eight types submitted. 
The plan or basis agreed upon by the German Alienists, at Frankfort-on-the- 
Main, in 1881, named six types of Insanity, of which ‘‘Alcoholic Delirium’ 
was one. § 


The WESTPHAL plan, asshown in his psychiatrical Clinic announced in the 
Poycutatry ANNALS of 1885, and plan agreed upon at WHurSBADEN, in- 
cluded MANIA-A-POTU.”” | 


THEODORE MEYNERT, in his paper read before the AusTRIAN-HUNGARIAN 
Socrery oF PsycuratTRy, in response to the action of the BeLGruM 
conference, cites the last two, and submits a classification embracing 
flve classes with sub-divisions, the fifth of which was ‘ Toxican MENTAL 

* (23) (Report on Causes of Idiocy to State of Massachusetts. ) 

} (23a) (Anatomy of Drunkenness, p- 163.) 

+ (24) (** Stevenson on Criminalty.”) 

§ (25) (Medical Legal Journal, Vol. 4.) 

| (26) (Ciark Bell on Classification of Mental Disease.) 
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DIsORDERS,” viz: ALCOHOLIC DELIRUMS — OTHER INTOXICATIONS.* 


Pror, SENATOR ANDREA VERGA, in the plan proposed by him for Italy, 
named ‘Alcoholic, or Toxic Neurosis,’ as one of the sub-divisions of his 
classifications. + 

Pror. BENEDICT, OF AUSTRIA, Submitted as the fourth of his seven dis- 
tinct types: Delirium Tremens—Chronic Alcoholic Insanity—Periodic 
Dipsomania. 

In the admirable plan submitted by Pror. WILLE, the International dele- 
gate for Switzerland, dividing into five classes or types, he names: ‘‘ Psy- 
choses by Intoxication,” sub-divided as follows: ‘‘Alcoholic Psychosis— 
Other Psychosis from Intoxication.” § 


In the English plan submitted by Dr. H. Hack TuKE, the British member 
of the International Committee, ‘‘Alcoholic Insanity ” is recognized as a 
sub-division of the general type or class of ‘‘ Mania.” | 


In the tables proposed by Dr. MAGNAN, the French member of the Inter- 
national Committee, he submitted as one head, ‘‘ Mental Alienation by 
Intoxication, or by any Toxic agent to be named.’’++ 


At the conference of American Alienists, called by the American mem- 
ber of the International Committee, at Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 8th, 1886, 
presided over by the celebrated PLiny Eart, M. D., a basis was unanimously 
agreed upon of eight gencral divisions, of which ‘‘ Toxic Insanity was 
the seventh, including Alcoholism and all Insanity from Toxic Causes.” §§ 


A similiar sub-division was agreed upon by Pror. MIERZEJEWSKI, the 
member for Russia, on conference with the Society of Psychiatry, of St. 
Petersburg. t{ 


Dr. STEENBURG, OF COPENHAGEN, who represented the Scandi- 
navian countries in his plan, named seven divisions, of which the fourth 
was ‘‘Alcoholic Insanity,” with the following sub-divisions: 1. Delirium 
Tremens. 2. Chronic Alcoholic Insanity, 38. Periodic Dipsomania. ||| 


We may then safely assume that science throughout the world recog- 
nizes the abuses of alcohol, not only as the greatest and most direful cause 


* Q7) (Lbid.) 

f (28) (lbid.) 

t (89) (Lbid.) 

§ (30) (1bid.) 

|| 831) (1bid.) 

tt (32) (1bid.) 

§§ (88) (Vide Report to Medico-Legal Society, Med. Legal Jour., Vol. 3.) 
tt (83) (Vide Ibid.) 

\||| (84) (Clark Bell on Classification of Mental Diseases.) 





THE RELATION OF INTEMPERANCE TO INSANITY. 148 


of Insanity known to the race, but that it recognizes Alcoholism, in some 
of its various forms, as a distinct type of Insanity. 


The mission of the English Society for the Study and Cure of Inebriety 
is of the highest importance. If, by your labors, you can benefit the future 
of humanity, by a better understanding of the causes that have led, and are 
tending, to the degeneracy of mankind. If, with such knowledge, you can, 
in any sensible and practical way, arrest or lessen the ills of Inebriety, you 
will have accomplished a great good. 

The study of Inebriety, and the cure of it, are now attracting world-wide 
attention. It is recognized by science as a disease; but has the popular 
mind and heart so recognized and conceded it ? 


Before legislation can lend its strong hand to defend the body politic, by 
preventative measures, based on the safety and preservation of the people, 
from avertable ills, we must see to it that the public intellect is abreast with 
scientific research on the subject. 

This, if I understand it correctly, is the mission of the British Society 
and its co-laborers, in America and upon the Continent, and, to aid your 
work, and to hold up your hands in Great Britian, has inspired this contri- 
bution, which I hope may be for good. 


OPIUM INEBRIETY. 


By Ira Russety, M. D., Winchendon, Massachusetts. 


Ex- Vice-President of the Massachusetts Medical Society; member of the American Asso- 
ciation of Superintendents of Insane Asylums; N. EH. Psychological Society ; 
Mass. Medico-Legal Society ; New York Medico-Legal Society ; 

Supt Family Home for Treatment of Mental and 
Nervous Diseases, Winchendon, Mass. 


The victims of morphine inebriety are much more nu- 
merous than is generally supposed. They are found 
among all classes in the community, but more frequently 
among the refined and the well-educated, in the higher 
walks of life. I have had under treatment in my ‘‘ Fam- 
ily Home” lawyers, physicians, clergymen, merchants 
and bankers ; wives of physicians and other ladies of 
culture and refinement. One of the most strik- 
ing peculiarities of the opium habit is the skill with 
which its victims conceal it ; not unfrequently the near- 
est friends know nothing of it. 

Not long ago, I had under my care the wife of a noted 
physician ; she had taken morphine for seven years with- 
out her husband’s knowledge, and when she came to me 
was taking it at the rate of ten grains daily. 

Another lady who came under my care recently had 
been taking ten grains and more daily ; she often ap- 
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peared strange and had strange attacks of sickness, but 
the true cause was not even suspected. Again and 
again did she attempt to cure herself, but always, as she 
expressed it, ‘‘ignominiously failed.” Finally, confid- 
ing in but one person, and informing no one else of her 
whereabouts even, she placed herself under treatment 
and was cured ; now, well and happy, she no longer con- 
ceals the fact that she was once the slave of opium. 

To show how artfully the habit may be concealed, I 
was called, as the family physician, to see a sick lady ; 
she begged me not to give her any morphine ‘‘for she 
could not take it”; my suspicions were aroused, and by 
a little strategy I discovered that she was taking it in 
large quantities. This habit is frequently concealed 
from the family physician, and, moreover, the general 
practitioners of medicine areapt to treat these cases with 
too much indifference. They seem not to recognize the 
strange symptoms of nervousness which indicate the use 
of opium ; certainly they fail to appreciate their impor- 
tance. | 

Take the following case: There came under my care 
a gentleman of fifty who was taking morphine, ad- 
ministering it himself, hypodermatically ; his physician 
had prescribed it in the beginning, for the relief of 
some painful trouble of a neuralgic character; at length 
his disease assumed an hysterical form, and when not un- 
der the direct influence of morphine, he was exceedingly 
nervous and irritable. He would have fearful pains in 
his. back and limbs, and would be unable to walk without 
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assistance. He would imagine that he had all kinds of 
diseases, that death was near from heart disease or par- 
alysis, and would exhibit intense fear and terror from 
his supposed impending doom. These symptoms would 
be relieved by the administration of his accustomed 
drug, to return as soon as the effect of the morphine 
was spent. 

Such was his condition when he came to me for treat- 
ment. 

He was much emaciated, was taking but little food, as 
everything he ate distressed him ; his bowels were fear- 
fully constipated. It was the fear of death that induced 
him to submit to treatment.. After several months 
treatment, with food, tonics, baths, exercise in the open 
air and the gradual withdrawal of the morphine, he 
made a complete recovery. There are a great many 
cases, especially among ladies of a nervous temperament, 
who, from various causes—overwork, fatigue, the ex- 
acting duties of a wife and mother or the claims of -soci- 
_ety—have numerous neuralgic pains or constant restless- 
ness, that they find can be relieved by the use of morphine, 
too often indifferently and carelessly prescribed by their 
physicians. | 

In fact, I do not know a case of the voluntary forma- 
tion of the opium habit; some outside party, some phy- 
siclan or friend has been responsible for it. The effects 
of the constant use of morphine are analogous to those 
of alcoholic stimulants. 

It affects, in a greater or less degree, the mental facul- 


a 
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ties, the emotions, affections, will, intellect, conscience 
and judgment ; the change from the normal condition is 
not always very manifest, but there is always a change. 
There is generally a deterioration of the intellectual 
and moral faculties; I concede that some of the profound- 
est thoughts of Coleridge and the brilliiancy of DeQuin- 
cey, were inspired by opium ; so weresome of the mas- 
ter-pieces of Byron, Burns and Poe inspired by alcohol ; 
but the generally observed effects of opium upon the in- 
tellectual faculties are seen in the loss of memory. im- 
paired judgment, and dullness of observation. The 
moral faculties also suffer, the sense of right and wrong, 
of duty and responsibility, are impaired; the fastidious 
lady is less particular about her personal appearance, the 
business man is neglectful and forgetful, the professional 
man, the lawyer and clergyman may be witty and 
briliant, but are sure to lack in logical precision. 

Those addicted to opium suffer from the consciousness, 
that they are under an influence which they are power- 
less to overcome. 

The opium habit, when fully formed, I regard as a dis- 
ease, and it should be so regarded and treated. It is a 
brain disease ; there is a change in the nerve cells ; opium 
is a poison somewhat analogous to lead poison, its effects 
remaining a long time after the drug is discontinued. 
Its physiological and psychical effects are manifested as 
soon as a sufficient interval of time has elapsed since the 
last potion was taken. | 

A physician, a victim of the habit, tells me that the 
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first symptom he experiences after the effects have 
passed off, is a peculiar sensation in his arms—a numb or 
pricking sensation, then an oppressed feeling in the re- 
gion of the heart and lungs; a disposition to yawn and 
inflate his lungs, soon followed by aches and pains in- 
describable. Then the psychical symptoms appear— 
fear of heart disease, fear of death, suspicions, hallucin- 
ations, delirium, spectres, ‘“‘gorgons and _ hydras 
dire” torment him. The victims of this habit, when 
deprived of the drug, will resort to various excuses and 
stratagems, and to inveterate lying to obtain it; they will 
hide away, or run away to drug stores, or to physicians, 
and beg for opium to allay a toothache or a headache ; 
or for laudanum to wash a bruised hand, the bruise be- 
ing self-inflicted, and resort to devices innumerable to 
procure that which they know will afford relief. 

Such being the physiological and psychological effects 
of the suspension of opium, can it be suddenly discontin- 


ued with safety 7 
I know there are those who claim that it can be done, 


and perhaps that is true, when the duration of the habit 
is short and the amount taken is small ; but I prefer that 
those who advocate the sudden withdrawal should prac-— 
tice it, while I beg to be excused. I think that any one 
who has suffered in. hisown person the effects of the sud- 
den withdrawal, or who has witnessed the sufferings of 
another, would be the last to advocate or adopt such a 
plan. 

Take this case: A clergyman of my acquaintance, an 
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earnest, faithful, devoted Christian of the Methodist 
Church, while a chaplain in the army contracted chronic 
diarrhoea, a disease common among those subjected to 
the hardships of army life, and took morphine for its 
relief with the usual consequences—the formation of the 
morphine habit. He made numerous attempts to cure 
himself, but, like all others who make the attempt, he 
utterly failed. His parishioners found that he was tak- 
ing morphine, and, although it did not materially in- 
terfere with the performance of his professional duties, 
the leading men of his church thought it a great sin, and 
called him to an account for it. After praying over the 
matter, he promised, the grace of God helping him, that 
he would abstain ; but when the craving returned he re- 
lapsed, and took it clandestinely, and, as he took it by in- 
jection, he denied that he had swallowed any ; the decep- 
tion was ascertained, he was deposed from the ministry for 
lying,and having no means to procure opium, he went into 
convulsions and died. Thus ended a useful life that might 
have been saved by proper treatment. I am well aware 
that there are those who claim to have cured themselves. 
The following is an instance: A gentleman, an opium 
inebriate, became converted, and on exposure as- 
serted that the grace of God had cured his crav- 
ing for opium. This man was undoubtedly honest, 
but it was ascertained that he was taking a medicine, 
advertised for the cure of the opium habit, it being 
claimed that it contained no opium, but which proved, 
upon a chemical analysis, to contain a large proportion 
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of morphine, carefully disguised by other medicinal ingre- 
dients. So faras my observation has extended, all those who 
have claimed to cure themselves of this habit have been 
conscious or unconscious frauds. As I have said before, 
when this habit is formed it becomes a disease; the nervous 
structures, the brain cells, are in an abnormal condition, 
and the demand for the opium stimulants to supply this 
abnormal condition is overwhelming, and the will-power 
is utterly unable to resist this craving. Then, again, in 
many cases, death is the inevitable result of the loss of — 
sleep and food and the mental craze caused by the sud- 
den withdrawal. Can the opium habit be. cured? Most 
certainly it can, as numerous cases bear testimony. The - 
first step is a desire on the part of the patient to be cured. 
In a majority of cases it is absolutely necessary that the 
patient should be removed from home and the supervis- 
ion of relatives and personal friends, and be placed in 
such a position that he cannot be supplied with the drug 
by himself or outside confidants ; the artfulness and cun- 
ning resorted to to get the drug are truly wonderful, 
hence the most careful watching is required. They will 
conceal it about their persons, or in out-of-the-way places, 
and when accused of having it, will deny it most em- 
phatically. They should be under the care of a physician 
who thoroughly understands the treatment of such cases. 
Like all other diseases, no two cases can be treated: pre- 
cisely alike. My plan is the gradual reduction, just as 
fast as it can be done, and at the same time sustain the 
system with nourishment and nervous tonics and such 


OPIUM INEBRIETY. Tok 


medicines as will produce sleep. For this purpose various ° 
methods are resorted to. Such ingredients are given, as 
are calculated to sustain and strengthen the nervous sys- 
tem—amusement and genial companionship, riding and 
out-door exercise. In order to secure a complete re- 
covery, the patient should be under treatment for two 
or three months after the opium is withdrawn. The 
toleration of morphine, is truly wonderful ; the quantity 
that can be taken without destruction of life, when the 
increase from a proper medicinal dose has been gradual, 
is perfectly enormous. Read De Quincey’s ‘* Confessions 
of an Opium Kater.” I once hada patient, a physician 
from Canada, who was taking twenty-five grains hypo-. 
dermically and drinking a quart of brandy daily. An- 
other patient was taking sixty grains and a quart of 
whiskey daily. In both cases the stimulants were dis- 
continued at once. In the latter, the morphine was re- 
duced to five grains daily, when, in my absence, the pa- 
tient left for home. He immediately asked his wife for 
morphine ; he had some three-grain powders in his pock- 
et-book, also a three-grain powder of strychnine. By 
mistake she gave him the strychnine and he died almost 
instantly. The physician referred to, after four months’ 
treatment, remained free from the habit, for nearly a 
year, when he began to take stimulants, and while under 
their influence, took an overdose of morphine and died. 
I have recently had under my care a lady, the widow of 
a physician, who had been taking thirty grains daily. 

In one month I reduced the quantity to four grains 
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daily, without any great suffering ; after that the re- 
duction of one-fourth of a grain was severely felt. Asa 
matter of fact but few morphine inebriates take such 
large quantities as those referred to above, but the cure 
is none the less difficult. The tug of war comes when 
the last, least quantity is withdrawn. 

It is this fact that render self-cure so difficult if not 
impossible. I, at one time, had under my care a physi- 
cian who had made several attempts at self cure. He 
had several times reduced the quantity to one-sixth of 
a grain daily, when the will became powerless to resist 
the craving. The loss of sleep, the loss of appetite, the 
nervous prostration, the neuralgic pains, the uncontrol- 
lable diarrhoea, are too much to be borne, and the will 
succumbs to the demand for the drug. I have no faith 
in the vaunted remedies that have been so highly ex- 
tolled; the gold, the avena satira, the colerina, the co- 
caine: the first three are useless. the last-named dan- 
gerous. The cocaine habit is worse than the morphine 
habit. It is always well to-combine the sulphate of 
atropia with morphine, one one-hundredth part of a grain, 
and continue it of the same strength while the morphine 
is lessened. Chloral, bromides, hyosciamus and canna- 
bis-indica, can be given to procure sleep and allay nerv- 
ous irritability. Food and tonics are necessary to sus- 
tain the strength. 


VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 





By Dr. A. K. STEELA, 
President of the Medico-Legal Society of Chicago, 


(Pronounced June 4, 1887.) 





= 


FELLOW MemBers: The Medico-Legal Society of 
Chicago was organized May 15, 1886, barely one year 
ago, with an original membership roll of nearly one 
hundred persons, representing the medical and legal 
professions of this city and vicinity. 

It had for its objects ‘“‘the investigating study of the 
science of medical jurisprudence, the punishment of un- 
professional and criminal practices by members of the 
medical and legal professions, the prevention of black- 
mail and the procuring of such legislation as may be 
necessary to secure the ends above enumerated.” 

As its inception and successful organization was 
chiefly due to the personal efforts of Dr. E. J. Doering, 
I felt that he should have been your first presiding offi- 
cer and guiding genius, but his firm declination of the 
intended honor, on account of other important official 
duties in a sister society, compelled you to postpone his 
election, until this year. Placed in this position, there- 
fore, quite unexpectedly and unsolicited, I assumed its 
duties with a considerable degree of reluctance, and with 
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misgivings as to my abilities to carry out the orders 
of the Society with satisfaction to a large and exacting 
membership. | 

YEAR’S WORK. 

The first year of this Society has been an uneventful 
one. The attendance upon meetings has not been 
as large, nor the number of papers presented as numer- 
ous as our membership would warrant. In fact the 
modesty of out members in this respect, has been 
phenomenal for citizens of Chicago. 

Immediately after our organization the Executive 
Committee decided not to take cognizance of any suit 
brought against any member for alleged malpractice, © 
where the cause of action at law, occurred prior to his 
becoming a member. You very kindly and unanimous- 
ly endorsed this action at your first quarterly meeting. 
The object of this’resolution is self-evident, and the wis- 
dom of your Executive Committee, in securing its pas- 
sage has been demonstrated during the investigation of a 
number of cases, brought to their attention throughout 
the year. The society has not been called upon to 
espouse the cause of any defendant, in an alleged mal-. 
practice suit during the year. Neither have we expended 
any money for legal services, as we did not deem it to 
be good business policy, to retain an attorney for the 
Society, until we had some need of his services. Un- 
officially we have been consulted, in a number of ways 


in regard to suits, pending against members of this Soci- 
ety, that could not be otherwise considered. 
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Death has removed from our membership roll the 
name of Dr. James Stewart Jewell, one of the most dis- 
_ tinguished alienists and neurologists in this country. A 
man whose name is familiar to medical readers every- 
where, by reason of his scientific contributions in that 
department of medical science to which he devoted his 
rare talents with indefatigable industry. 

A few months before his death I called at his office i: 
request him to prepare a paper for this Society. As he 
came into the room his wan appearance, and feeble gait 
caused me to regret stating the object of my call, but I 
did so, and at once the old enthusiastic light of the stu- | 
dent and scholar brightened his eyes and animated his 
voice as he cheerfully assented, provided his health per- 
mitted, and in his usual calm, deliberative way, he told 
me that he had for some time been contemplating the 
subject of preparing a paper on a medico-legal topic, 
and wrote me and handed me, on a card, the title which 
is now in my possession: ‘‘ Critical Examination of 
Certain Fundamental Points in Medical Psychology as 
they Relate to Insanity before the Law.” 

I shall always remember this interview, it was 
the last time I ever saw our late distinguished mem- 
ber, as his health failed rapidly and the end soon 
came, depriving the Society of all except the title of the 
promised paper. 

One of our best-known nietbere belonging to the 
legal profession has been advanced to a prominent 
municipal position and will soon adorn the bench. I 
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refer to corporation counsel O. N. Norton. I regret the 
small membership of lawyers in our Society and trust 
that through the personal efforts of members, the num- 
ber many be greatly increased, so as to render it a most 
distinctly representative scientific medico-legal society. 
In order. to induce a larger membership of lawyers, that 
clause in our by-laws relating to assessments for unusual 
expenses in defending suits brought against physicians, 
was amended so as not to include lawyers. 


LIBRARY. | 


The subject of the establishment of a library contain- 
ing all the valuable works on medical jurisprudence and 
allied subjects, was broached to me by our late Secretary 
but was not favorably considered, as I believe the public 
library and the library of the law association will meet the 
wants of our members much better and at greatly less 
expense than an independent library supported by our 
Society. | 

I desire to express my indebtedness to Mr. Clark Bell, 
President of the New York Medico-Legal Society, for 
several valuable reprints of papers read, and copies of 
the transactions of their society, journals sent, invita- 
tions to banquets, and request to participate in the 
formation of an improved nomenclature for nervous and 
mental diseases, etc. Also to Dr. A. B. Stuart, of Santa 
Rosa, California, for letters and papers received through 
Dr. Doering, relating to the formation of a Medico-Legal 
Board by the State Medical Society of California, and a 


VALEDICLORY ADDRESS OF DR. A. K. STEELE. 157 


full report of the celebrated case of Winters vs. Grous, 
that has attracted such wide attention. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


Fortunately, during the past year your Executive 
Committee has had but little work to perform, but as 
the success of the Society and the continued confidence 
of its members in the necessity for its existence rests 
largely upon the selection of men of acknowledged abil- 
ity fairly representing the different departments of 
medicine, therefore due care should always be exercised 
in this direction to have law, medicine, surgery, 
ophthalmology and atology, obstetrics and gynecology, 
represented on your executive board. 


PAPERS. 


Continued efforts are necessary to secure papers on 
suitable topics, and I feel quite certain that I may be 
permitted to congratulate you on your good fortune in 
securing as your President for the ensuing year, Dr. E. 
J. Doering who, by his industry and ability, contributed 
so largely to the; success of the Chicago Medical Society, 
and whose name is a guarantee for the successful com- 
pletion of whatever he undertakes. It has the Do with a 
ering to it, Doering during the year means doing, and 
his success in professional life has been no greater than 
his success in stimulating medical workers; hence, | 
know, the papers will be forthcoming. It isa source of 
personal gratification to be able to transfer the duties of 
the office into such capable hands. 


CRIMINALITY. 





By WiuitAm G. Stevenson, M. D., or PouGuKEersie, N. Y. 





The evolution of humanity has ever presented prob- 
lems to be solved and phenomena to be interpreted ; and 
eager minds, in all ages, have striven to obtain the key 
which would unlock the mystic laws of creation, and re- 
veal to man the rule which directs his actions and defines 
his responsibilities. In this effort, the struggle of 
the human mind has been long and arduous, and the 
sources of knowledge have been as many and varied as 
have been the answers given or results obtained. 

Ignorant alike of his origin and destiny, unable to 
comprehend the relation he sustained to external nature, 
or to interpret her phenomena ; impotent to resist the 
influence of the unseen but mighty forces which con- 
stantly displayed themselves in his presence—man re- 
coiled in terror, and in abject fear prostrated himself be- | 
fore the power which exhibited itself in such majestic 
but terrible grandeur. He ascribed to these blind forces 
personalities, and supplicated them as gods, to gain 
whose smiles or shun whose frowns an ignorant human- 
ity propitiated by offerings and sacrifices. 

fread before the Medico-Legal Society, May 2d, 1877. 


CRIMINALITY. 159 


Thus was erected the shadowy structure of mythology, 
whose foundation-stone was ignorance, and whose 
framework was composed of the capricious imaginations 
of an infant age. But as by observation and experience 
man learned to know the truth, and thereby to dissipate 
the superstition of the past, so, by the accretion of 
knowledge, he began slowly but surely the demolition 
of this delusive structure, and it tottered to its fall. Yet 
as the light from a distant star is visible for a time, even 
after the star substance is blotted from existence, so the 
shadow cast by the colossal illusions of primitive man 
has come fleeting down the ages, leaving on all distinct 
impressions, and even tinging the present with its phan- 
- tasmagorical character. 

~The human mind, no longer a blind worshipper, but 
an intelligent interpreter of phenomena, has made many 
and important discoveries in the realms of nature. No 
longer do the patristic doctrines, with their false cosmog- 
ony, influence and deceive the world. Science, as now 
interpreted, takes measurement of infinite space and in- 
conceivable magnitudes ; analyzes stars and nebule, and 
determines the forces which aggregated suns and hurled 
the planets onward in their orbits ; it probes the earth, 
and from its secret depths takes evidence of time, in- 
fallibly demonstrating the zons necessary for the form- 
ing of the earth and developing the life thereon ; it grap- 
ples with power, and makes the universal laws of nature 
subservient to its purposes. 

The correlation and conservation of forces are estab- 
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lished, and give to heat, light and electricity a common 
origin. 

From the swinging of the pendulum and the rush of 
worlds in space; from the dew-drop sparkling on the 
blade of grass and the wide expanse of sea; from the 
light which flashes through the heavens, kissing the 
earth in gladness and with such delicate tinges touching 
the hills and vales, lavishing beauty and perfume upon 
their trees and flowers; from the crystal whose fixed 
axial ratios give to each variety definite and invariable 
form, building in strength the foundations of the earth ; 
from the organic cell of the fungus, so lowly and hum- 
ble in life, and the organic cell whose action produces 
man and evolves human thought—from all these, from 
everything in nature, there is evidence of invariable law, 
whose action fills the world with music both rythmical 
and sweet. 

Man himself is of and belongs to nature, and his every 
action and thought are in obedience to vital laws. True 
it may be that the problems of his own existence are 
more complex and difficult of solution than those of in- 
organic nature; but nevertheless they are within the 
domain of law which is universal, and which is ceaseless 
in its workings. | 

We see all the displays of nature bound in the chain 
of cause and effect. We acknowledge the obedience of 
man to law in all the manifestations of bodily function. 
And now let us ask, with a sincere desire to know the 
truth, is there not some rule or law which influences the 


CRIMINALITY. | 161 


acts of man, and, in proportion to this influence, are not 
his responsibilities under law directly modified ? 

It is man’s prerogative to make inquiries of things 
around, to investigate, explore and learn. He does in- 
deed believe before he knows, but his belief is ever min- 
gled with doubt; the doubt, not the belief, stimulates 
him to research ; and research, by increasing knowledge, 
banishes doubt and thereby changes belief. His inquir- 
ies established facts, and facts have accumulated through 
continued inquiries, until now he knows that the world 
is ruled by laws so fixed and immutable that the human 
mind not only measures back the flight of ages, solving 
the mysteries in the morning of the world, but with pro- 
phetic vision sees and demonstrates much that is to be 
in the distant future. And yet the human mind is finite, 
and there are limits to its searchings ; it cannot pen- 
etrate the veil which hides creation from its view, nor 
fathom the mysteries of ‘‘ that. undiscovered country 
from whose bourne no traveler returns.” The primal 
source and essential nature of matter in its varied forms, 
of energy, whether physical or vital, are as yet an in- 
comprehensible mystery. 

In studying the philosophy of human action, I fully 
recognize the limited extent of exact knowledge relating 
to the union of body and mind, and their mutual influ- 
ence on each other; but I also am aware of the many 
facts revealed by studied observation and experimental 
research in nervous physiology, and entertain no doubt 
that the evidence is sufficient to enable us to determine, 
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with approximate accuracy, at least, the bodily and 
mental conditions which give the bias to individual char- 
acter. | 

No method based on introspective deductions can give 
a satisfactory interpretation of mental phenomena, any 
more than the same method can account for the phe- 
nomena of the physical universe ; because the evidence 
evoked from the depths of human consciousness can fur- 
nish no perfect standard by which to measure the con- 
ditions of human action. This will appear evident when 
it is remembered that the value of self-consciousness 
depends largely, if not entirely, on the amount of knowl- 
edge possessed by the individual, for without knowledge 
there can be no correct interpretation of facts ; and since 
the acquisition of knowledge differs in every individual, 
both in quantity and quality, it necessarily follows that 
the interpretations of self-consciousness must present 
widely different results, and be destitute of any positive 
value. We must therefore appeal to the evidence derived 
from the examination of particular cases, and only gen- 
eralize into laws or rules of action after observations 
have established facts as data for conclusions. 

Investigation has abundantly demonstrated, as a fact 
of primary importance, that nerve tissue is essential to 
the production of, at least, the higher phenomena of 
animal life, and that these phenomena vary in degree 
and character in proportion to nervous development. 
From the lowly forms of animal life, whose nerve centres 
produce only reflex action in its simplest expression, up- 
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ward through every series of progressive development, — 
with the super-additions of nerve centres, which add to the 
complexity of nerve function, there is accumulated evi- 
dence that every such additional centre furnishes a 
source of new power, potentially capable, within certain 
limits, of modifying the action of the subordinate centres, 
yet, nevertheless, incapable of wholly negating their 
specialized functions. Thus the organic nerve cell pre- 
sides over nutrition, and, so far as the simple vegetative 
growth of an animal is concerned, its action is all-suffi- 
cient; but in order.to connect simple organic growth 
with the phenomena of animal life, an additional centre 
of force is needed, and there is evolved the reflex centres 
of the spinal cord, which unite vegetative growth with 
animal action. The sensory centres being next evolved, 
there is the possibility of sensory added to organic and 
reflex action. But there is no consciousness of life, of 
motion or sensation ; evolution goes on, and the brain 
becomes the conscious centre of that energy which pre- 
sides with such mysterious power over the thoughts and 
actions of man. 

To fully understand the functions of the brain neces- 
sitates a knowledge of the functions of the spinal and 
sensory centres, for there are many acts performed by 
man which bear the semblance of conscious volition, and 
yet, when correctly interpreted, give evidence of auto- 
matic action only of the reflex centres of the spinal cord 
and sensorium. Although a few cases have been re- 
ported in which, apparently, limited nerve action resulted 
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without the existence of the proper nerve elements, as 
fibres and cells with their prolongations, yet it is an 
accepted fact that nerve force exists only within the 
boundaries of the nervous structure, and that this nerve 
force is generated not only in the cells, but also in the 
fibres, as seen when they are at rest. Ina limb removed, 
for example, oxygen or strychnia restores nervous 
energy after its complete exhaustion. 

Nerve force is not generated by any volitional effort. 
As magnetic, frictional and statical electricity are only. 
different forms of expression of the same energy, so a 
simple impression, sensation, ideation, emotion and voli- 
tion are but different forms of expression of the same 
nerve force, and come from the special molecular struct- 
ure of the organ through which they are manifested. 
This unity of nerve force precludes its intense expression 
in more than one way at a time, so that if there is great 
bodily fatigue, mental work is impossible, and vice versa; 
neither can volition hold full sway in the presence of 
deep emotion. 

Nerve energy is transformed into motion, as evidenced 
in muscular action ; it is also transformed into heat, but 
it is not known whether this is an immediate or second- 
ary result. There are a few instances recorded which 
seem to show its transformation into light, and it is well 
known that in certain animals electricity is the direct 
result of its metamorphosis. From these data the con- 
clusions seems authorized, that at least a partial corre- 
lation exists between the physical forces and the energy 
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resulting from nerve action. I say a partial correlation, 
because, while the evidence may permit the conclusion - 
that nerve force is transformed into motion, heat, light 
and electricity, it does not justify the conclusion that 
these can be re-converted into nerve force. 

It is important to remember that the character of 
nervous and mental phenomena is determined by the 
condition of the nerve centres, whether the condition is 
one of development of the centres themselves, or of modi- 
fication by disease, or by foreign substances. The exist- 
ence of the spinal cord alone predicates the possible 
existence of automatic reflex action, which, though un- 
conscious, gives evidence of the use of means toa special 
end. Add to the spinal centres the medulla oblongata, 
and there result the involuntary and unconscious co- 
ordinate muscular movements of respiration, swallow- 
ing, coughing, and simple exclamation. Unconscious sen- 
sations of pleasure and pain, of taste and hearing, come 
by the addition of the annular protuberance, while the 
tubercular quadrigemina alone give visual power. The 
cerebellum co-ordinates the muscular movements of the 
body, while the cerebum not only determines the nature of 
the mental life, but it alone is able to bring the varied sen- 
sations of nervous action within the domain of conscious- 
ness. The existence of these several general centres is 
therefore necessary in order that the many acts of human 
life may be performed, and as a necessary corollary, it is 
found that in proportion as any centre is undeveloped, 
diseased or modified, nervous or mental action will be 
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changed, limited or arrested. That mind is influenced by, 
and is dependent on, the physical condition of the brain, 
is again evident when we remember the effect caused by 
a poisoned blood, on all mental expressions. Hashish, 
opium and alcohol, for example,.weaken the will, exalt 
the automatic action of the brain, disturb perception, ex- 
aggerate self-consciousness, distort the emotions, de- 
throne reason, and cause moral turpitude. Diminish the 
normal blood supply to the brain and the mind changes 
its character ; restore the needed amount, and the mind 
promptly responds to the altered condition. 

Old age, injury, fatigue—anything which impairs the 
normal nutrient action of the nervous centres of thought 
—directly modifies intellectual and moral manifes- 
tations ; and the conclusion is irresistible, that every 
psychical manifestation has a physical antecedent, and 
that cause and effect are as certainly established within the 
realm of mind as of matter. Tio explain the ‘*‘ how” 
and the *‘ why” of mental action as a result of physical 
conditions is impossible. So, too, is it to explain how 
electricity comes from the union of metals with an 
acid ; or how life springs from a seed, or perfume from 
a flower. They are ultimate facts, and as such are be- 
yond explanation ; but, however complex the problem, 
the fact remains that definite conditions invariably pro- 
duce definite results. 

In solving the problem of criminality, it is my purpose to 
rely chiefly on the evidence of nervous physiology ; and 
while I shall not be able to present in detail the many 
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facts at hand relative to mental phenomena, I shall 
nevertheless endeavor to cite such as may be needed. to 
sustain the position that criminality is a neurosis, origi- 
nating in either an inherited oran acquired condition of 
the brain, whether it be a condition of positive disease 
or of non-development of certain faculties—the existence 
of which would preclude the possibility of crime. 

At the very threshold of the inquiry, it is important to 
know the relative qualities of mén which pertain 
to their acts in life, for, if equality exists, it is 
evident. that we may the more easily formulate a rule by 
which to measure human action; whereas, if equality 
does not exist, it is apparent that we must measure each 
person’s acts by some standard of his own, with special 
reference to his individual organization and surroundings. 
The question of equality may be considered from the 
~ dual standpoint of actuality and possibility ; that is, are 
men equal in physical and mental endowments, or, if 
not, are they capable of being equal in the attributes of 
either body or mind. 

As to the first proposition, the actual equality of men, 
I will only say that the negative is so self-evident as to 
need no demonstration. Wehave only to look around 
us anywhere and everywhére, and the fact becomes 
glaringly evident that in physical prowess, at least, a 
great inequality exists ; that which one person is unable 
to perform, even when under the influence of well-regu- 
lated discipline, another easily accomplishes, and we 
correctly impute to the latter a greater natural strength. 
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Kach individual link in the great chain of human life 
has potentially a specific, a personal strength, which is 
measured by the amount of tension or strain each can 
endure ; or, in other words, the amount of active energy 
each is capable of exhibiting. This inequality of energy, 
whether active or possible, extends beyond the physical . 
into the intellectual and moral nature of man. 

The actual existence of intellectual and moral inequal 
ity is even more marked than the physical. Between the 
intellectual standard of the untutored Australian negro 
and that of a Newton or a Shakespeare, or between the 
moral standard of the most depraved criminal and that 
of a St. Paul, there are as many varieties as there are in- 
dividuals of the race. 

In the mind, as well as in the body, there is also an 
inequality of possible power. Hach individual of the 
human race possesses a certain brain organization, which 
will admit of intellectual and moral development to a 
certain degree ; but no discipline, no method of educa- 
tion, no power of the will, can advance it beyond this 
- limit. Thus far and no farther, is the dictum of creative 
energy. 

The eye has vision only within the limits of the visible 
spectrum, beyond which all is darkness. The ear can 
discern sound only when the vibrations are within well- 
defined boundaries, beyond which the harmony of music 
is either lost in the discords of noise, or the vibrations 
are so rapid that nerve tissue is powerless to convert 
them into sound ; and yet that which may prove the 
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limits of the visible spectrum or measure the power 
of audition to one person, may not toanother. We know 
that certain animals can see where all is darkness to 
man, and hear sound when, to the human ear, all is 
silence. So, too, with the human brain. Oneis capable 
of receiving and assimilating certain impressions of a 
specific nature, by whicha definite character of mind is 
formed, while another is so organized as to receive and 
assimilate impressions different in quantity and quality, 
and there results a mind of peculiar endowments and 
powers. And here it is important to observe that the 
reception of impressions. by the brain does not of neces- 
sity predicate the nature of their assimilation ; for as the 
different elements of food to the general system are se- 
lected and assimilated by different tissues, and produce 
bone, muscle, nerve and blood, so the nature of the as- 
similation of mental impressions varies according to the 
potential nature of the brain tissue, whose duty it is to 
transform impressions into ideas and modes of thought. 

The inborn capacity, or potentiality of brain tissue pos- 
sessed by Newton, made it possible for him to so assimilate 
mental impressions, to take such a periscopic view of 
things, as to evolve from the depths of his mighty mind 
the laws by which atoms aggregate to suns and worlds 
are held in their orbits. His discoveries were not of 
chance, but of necessity, and the inherent qualities of his 
brain, made his mode of thought an irresistible destiny. 

The acts of each and every man, whether of humble or 
exalted mentality, are but so many scenes in the great 
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drama of individual life, but panoramic views constantly 
revolving before us, moved by machinery behind the 
scenes ; that machinery is the human brain, which, in 
proportion to each individual capacity, gives forth, in the 
human mind, the power to act. 

The idiot possesses an inferior brain organization, and 
necessarily an exceeding low order of intellect ; indeed, 
were it not for his human form, he would not outrank 
many types of lower animal life. 

Why the difference in two children who start in life 
under the same conditions of bodily and mental disci- 
pline? Evidently not because of early opportunities, for 
herein both were equal ; but the difference comes from 
the potential character of brain tissue, which in one gave 
great inborn capacity to assimilate impressions, while 
the other was unable, because of an inferior or weaker 
inborn capacity of brain structure, to receive more than 
the simpler impressions from his life’s experience, and 
his mode of thought and action correspond with the stat- 
ical energy of his organization. 

Nations and peoples differ from each other in their 
ideas of law and civil government, religion and morals, 
and these differences have existed from the earliest 
monumental history of man, and as strongly mark the 
present diversity of races as do the color of skin or form 
of skull. These intellectual variations result from the 
different brain capacities of the several species, and 
thereby absolutely preclude an intellectual equality ex- 
cept through amalgamation, by which the superiority of 
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one is depressed, while the inferiority of the other is ele- 
vated, until a temporary equilibrum is produced. 

So, too, with the individual elements which form each 
and every human variety ; each possesses a brain organi- 
zation of definite statical power, capable of receiving 
and assimilating a specific amount of impressions, from 
which is evolved energy of a specific quality. One per- 
son exhibits a character pre-eminently noble, unselfish 
and brave, which shrinks from no labor, however arduous, 
nor fears danger when in the discharge of duty; the altru- 
istic element predominates, and he becomes a benefactor 
of mankind. Another is egotistic, seeking only his own 
ood, regardless of the claims of others, without charity 
or love, as vulgar in mind as he is cowardly at heart, to 
whom appetite is synonymous with duty, and to whom 
obedience to law, through fear of penalty, seems an 
abridgment of human liberty. Between these exam- 
ples there are as many distinct characters as there are in- 
dividuals of the race,and who is there to proclaim equality 
to all? Intellectual and moral differences depending on 
organization are, therefore, known to exist, and I now 
come to inquire relative to the transmission of these dif- 
ferences from parent to offspring. 

That ‘‘like begets like” is a truism of general belief, 
and rests for its acceptance on the facts, so long observed, 
that whether in lower animals or in man, the general 
and special traits of character belonging to a parent are 
developed in the offspring. This repetition of similar 

orms and qualities is known as heredity ; a biological 
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~ law which involves both the morphology and physiology, 
the form and function, or the statics and dynamics of 
the organism. Within the limits of specific character- 
istics the law of heredity is well defined, both as to form 
and function ; and although slight variations ever exist 
which enable us to identify one individual from another, 
yet the boundary line of species defines with much ac- 
curacy the physical and mental traits which belong to 
them. Hence an animal that possesses a form or an in- 
stinct differing from that of its species, is a morpho- 
logical and physiological monstrosity. A dog with hoofs 
or wings is no more a monster than is a dog whose in- 
stinct impels him to perform the actions of a sheep or a 
bird. 

There can be no doubt, therefore, but that the heredity 
of specific characters is a well-established fact, and the 
question is thus narrowed to the solution of individual 
peculiarities. 

The heredity of individual form or external physical 
characters is so well known and so universally acknowl- 
edged, that a few examples only will suffice to demon- 
strate the fact. 

Your attention is simply called to the different breeds 
of cattle, of which the ‘‘ short-horn” is a typical illustra- 
tion, and it is at once apparent that the individual 
peculiarities are inherited. Does not the horse furnish 
strong evidence of personal heredity, thereby giving us 
either the strong draft-horse or the fleet courser, each 
having his own family likeness? Does not the pedigree 
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of the greyhound, of the shepherd dog or spaniel de- 
termine the physical conformation, as well as the special 
qualities which give value to each individual? As- 
suredly, yes! It is useless to enlarge the list, for it is 
acknowledged by all that the bodily likeness of the off- 
spring of the wild or domesticated animals is but a repe- 
tition of the form and features of the parent stock. 

With man the same law obtains, and hence we see the 
child resembling either the father-or mother, or some 
member of the ancestral line, not only in general form 
and feature, but in the minute details of the organiza- 
tion, such as color of hair and eyes, tint of skin, size of 
bones, obesity or spareness of body, shape and size of 
nose, ears, hands and feet, in movements, in voice—in 
short, in everything which goes to make up the general 
bodily contour or expression. y 

Even deviations from normal types are transmitted 
and retained so long as there is obedience to the laws of — 
heredity ; a noted example being Lambert, ‘‘the porcu- 
pine man,” so called because of the horny excrescences 
which thickly covered his skin. This condition was 
transmitted through six generations. Polydactylism 
and ectrodactylism, albinism, rickets, as well as bodily 
mutilations, as the loss or injury of a member, are other 
examples of transmissible physical conditions. These 
deviations from the normal type open a wide field of in- 
quiry as to the possibility of establishing new species 
through the influences of inheritance ; my present pur- 
pose, however, is only to speak of facts as we know 
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them, and as they relate to the phenomena of animal 
life and action. 

It has been shown that heredity is potent to determine 
the physical form of animal life ; and the question now 
is, Will it also determine the functions of the organism / 

A few facts will show, tirst, the relative heredity of 
instinct, then of perception, and lastly of ideation, which 
. will warrant the deduction to be made that heredity in- 
fluences function as well as form. Birds hatched in a 
cage will, when liberated, build their nests of similar 
materials, in the same way and of the same form as do 
their parents; if migratory in habits, they will take 
their flight at the same time and direct their course to 
the same latitude, guided in all by an instinct which, 
without the aid of experience, is made perfect by inherit- 
ance. ‘The young squrrrel accumulates its store of nuts, 
thereby protecting itself against the contingencies of 
winter, of which it has no experience ; the beaver builds 
his dam, and the duckling seeks the water, obedient to 
an innate impulse which is irresistible. 3 

‘These are examples of primitive or natural instinct, 
which, to some degree, exists in every type of life, from 
the Monera primitiva to the genus homo, and 
which may be defined as ‘“‘an act conformed to an 
end, but without consciousness of that end.” It is an 
unconscious form of intelligence, whose special mode of 
action in the different varieties of animal forms is an ex- 
act correlative of the development of the nervous centres 
in these varieties. This blind, impelling force—this un- 
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conscious intelligence—is transformed into a teachable 
intelligence when the evolution of nerve centres makes 
possible the existence of ideas, reason and will. Now it 
is that acts performed are modified whenever the sur- 
rounding conditions necessitate a change, and there is 
developed an acquired instinct, an addition to the prim1i- 
tive nature, which in like manner becomes an element 
of heredity. 

Leroy states that where the fox is much hunted its 
young exhibit a more cautious and crafty nature than do 
old foxes in districts where there is but little warfare 
against them, and Cuvier explains this fact by the hered- 
ity of acquired instinct. Knight affirms that the habits 
of the English woodcock have undergone great change, 
and that its fear of man has greatiy ‘‘ increased by its 
transmissions through several generations.” Darwin has 
discovered the fact that in those places but little visited 
by man the animals are very tame, and acquire fear in 
proportion as they learn his methods of destroying them. 
He also gives as a fact that small birds are less wild and 
shy than large ones, and reasons that it is because the 
large ones are more persecuted by sportsmen ; for in 
desert islands timidity does not differentiate the two. 

If the animal is teachable, it requires several genera- 
tions to fix the acquired character, during which time 
there is a silent conflict between the acquired and natu- 
ral instinct—a struggle to maintain the present acquisi- 
tion, and a struggle to revert to primitive habits. This 
is well observed in hatching the egg of a wild bird under 
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one domesticated ; for no sooner is the young one forth 

than it strives to obey its natural instinct and fly away, 
and it is only after the influence of domestication has 
been carefully guarded and conserved through several 
generations that the acquired predominates over the 
primitive instinct. 

I now come to inquire relative to the heredity of the 
perceptive faculties : the senses of touch, sight, hearing, 
taste and smell—these inlets through which impressions 
of the outer world reach the sensorium, and by it are 
converted into conscious sensations. Here, too, we find 
that the law of specific heredity obtains not only in the 
quantity but also in the quality of sense perceptions, as 
a single example will illustrate ; the senses of smell and 
sight in the dog are markedly different in degree from 
the same senses in the bee or bat, and these, in turn, 
develop the sense of touch to a degree unknown to the 
dog ; these differences are the birthright of the species, 
over which heredity has absolute control. The individ- 
uals of each variety, however, have their own personal 
aptitudes, which are exceedingly varied, and for a 
moment we will inquire as to their transmission. 

Touch is the fundamental sense, giving the most 
essential evidence of the external material world, 
through the impressions of hardness, softness, elasticity, 
heat and cold. Not only is there a marked difference 
between those who inhabit the arctics and the tropics in 
their ability to endure extremes of temperature, but 
tactile sensation also varies so that what is a painful 
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sensation to one will scarcely be felt by the other ; the 
Lapp is so insensible to tactile impressions as to almost 
justify the assertion ‘‘ that you must flay a manto make 
him feel.” 

Of the other four senses I wiil say that sight is decidedly 
influenced by heredity, as instanced in those cases of 
myopia and hypermetropia which depend entirely on 
mechanical conditions and which are perpetuated 
through generations. The Fuegians have acquired by 
use and fixed by heredity the power of a long range of 
vision, surpassing even the long sight of the sailor, while 
short sight is engendered by intellectual pursuits. Dal- 
tonism, or color blindness, is hereditary, as is also the 
diminished sensibility of the optic nerves—from partial 
anesthesia to perfect amaurosis. 

In hearing, further evidence is added of heredity in 
those whose audition is limited to the diatonic scale, as 
well: as those who have a ‘‘ musical ear” with wide 
compass, as exhibited in one hundred and twenty mem- 
bers of the Bach family or in the three Mozarts. 

Smell and taste are also transmitted functions, as 
_ illustrated in the acute scent of the canine race by which 
the dog is enabled to distinguish, with remarkable accu- 
racy, the odors belonging to different animals and men. 
Gratiolet states that a young dog that had never seen a 
wolf became greatly excited on smelling an old piece of 
wolf skin; this was evidently the result of heredity. 

In man the sense of smell is much less acute than in 
lower animals, and yet some races have it extraordi- 
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narily developed. The maroon negroes of the Antilles 
have the imputed ability to distinguish, by this sense 
alone, the trail of the white man from that of the black 
man. Some families possess strong antipathies of smell 
and taste for certain articles of food, as for cheese, straw- 
berries, etc., and it is possible that cannibalism in the 
offspring of savages results from an hereditary taste for 
human flesh. 

Thus briefly have been presented a few facts relating 
to the heredity of the senses, and it now remains to ob- 
serve its influence over those faculties or functions which 
are made manifest through the action of the ideational 
or cerebral centres. The masterly labors of Galton and 
Ribot have established the fact that a general law of 
heredity obtains in the mental, as well as in the percep- 
tive and physical life. Memory, as a physical process of 
nutrition, making record of the products of ideation and 
imagination, either creative or reproductive, as witnessed 
in poets, painters and musicians, are under its modifying 
influence ; asis also the highest exhibition of mentality in 
which the ego, independent of objective conditions and 
sensations, observes only subjective conditions and phe- 
nomena ; and the emotions, reason and will manifest 
their energy, as exhibited in science and literature, or by 
the statesman and soldier. In each and every case the 
evidence confirms and strengthens the claims of inherit- 
ance. 

Thus do we see the influence of heredity in ;forming 
the character of instinct, perception, intellect and will ; 
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and there yet remains the interesting question as to its 
influence over the appetites and passions, including all 
the moral impulses, either normal or abnormal, and the 
pathological conditions to which the physical and mental 
life are subject. This brings us into the immediate 
presence of the criminal, and invokes an analysis of 
those physical and mental antecedents which give the 
bias to his individual character, and which so irresistibly 
impel him to crime. 


(To be continued.) 


IMBiBITION OF POISONS. 





By .Pror. Joun J. REEseg, M. D. 


iy Dear Mr, Belt: 3 
In the remarks accompanying a paper by Dr. George 
B. Miller on the Post-Mortem Imbibition of Potsons, 
republished in the. June number of this Journal (1887), 
the very important and significant question is raised, or - 
rather. is quoted as having been ‘“‘submitted to the 
chemists who were consulted ” in a recent, somewhat 
remarkable case of suspected arsenical poisoning : ‘‘ Can 
you discriminate by chemical analysis, on an exhuma- 
tion of the cadaver, between the arsenic we are sure to 
find therein, (vzz.) that which was produced by absorp- 
tion, post-mortem, in the embalming process, from the 
arsenic or other poison given before death, and which 
undoubtedly caused death?” Or, as it isafterwards put : 
‘*Can the chemist by any means now known to science 
detect the murderer who poisons his victim, and at once 
thereafter fills the body with an arsenical solution, under 
the pretense of embalming it, using an extra large quan- 
tity purposely ?” 
The case of suspected poisoning which has given rise 
to the above queries, is both interesting and instructive; 
and the circumstances attending it are strongly suggest- 
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ve of guilt, on the part of the accused. I am further 
of the opinion that this is by no meansa solitary instance 
of such a criminal procedure. I will, therefore, with 
vour permission, endeavor to reply to the above questions, 
seeking to throw. such light as I may be able upon a 
confessedly obscure subject. 

The subject of the Post-Mortem Imbibition of Poisons 
has not, I think, received from toxicologists and medical 
- jurists that degree of consideration that its importance 
demands. Indeed, until within a very few years past it 
appears to have been entirely ignored. The distinguished 
Orfila, it is true, as far back as the year 1847, alludes to 
the fact of such imbibition, based upon his own experi- 
ments on animals, and he admits the possibility of its 
being practiced on the human body with a criminal 
intent ; and Sir R. Christison also records his belief in 
the same possibility, although he had never himself 
heard of an actual case. 

-In the year 1877, | published a paper (Trans., Col. of 
Phys. of Philadelphia, 1877) on the Post-Mortem Imbibv- 
tion of Poisons, based on a series of experiments made 
at my suggestion, and under my supervision, by Dr. 
George McCracken, of Philadelphia, at the University of 
Pennsylvania, with a view to determine this question 
more specifically. These experiments, carefully con- 
ducted upon the bodies of dogs and cats with solutions 
of arsenious acid, corrosive sublimate and _ tartar 
emetic injected into their stomachs, conclusively estab- 
lished the fact of the imbibition, or osmosis, of these 
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different poisons into the various organs, as the dia- 
phragm, heart, lungs, liver, spleen, kidney and urinary 
bladder—these various substances being detected in 
the above-mentioned organs by the appropriate chemical 
reagents. 

I do not think, however, that. either the brain or 
spinal cord was examined at that time. The subsequent 
researches made by Dr. Miller, as detailed in his paper 
above alluded to, entirely confirm this statement ; with 
the additional fact that traces of arsenic were discovered 
by him in the brain ; and which latter assertion seems 
to be corroborated by some experiments made by Dr. V. 
C. Vaughan, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1883, and by 
Dr. Kedzie, of the Michigan Agricultural College, about 
the same date. 

As regards the question whether a poisonous solution 
injected into the human stomach after death, can pene- 
trate by osmosis into the brain and spinalicord, although 
the above experiments would seem to justify our assent 
to the proposition, nevertheless the proof is not quite as 
clear and positive as we should wish ; since, in some of 
of these experiments, it is intimated that the solution, at 
at the time of the injection into the stomach through 
the pharynx, regurgitated through the nostrils, and conse- 
quently might possibly have gained access to the brain 
directly, through the ethmoid and sphenoid cells. Atall 
events, I think that this latter question, v7z. the post- 
mortem imbibition from the stomach into the brain and 
spinal cord, should be more thoroughly investigated 
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before challenging our unqualified assent. I deem it to. 
be a question of such vital importance in this particular 
connection, that its settlement should be established by 
the most indisputable proofs. 

The importance of this question will be perceived at 
once. If, for example, it should be positively deter- 
mined that the poisonous solution does not penetrate 
into these two great nerve centres after death, we should 
then be in possession of acertain and reliable means of 
discriminating between a poison administered before 
death, and one injected into the body after death ; since 
its discovery in the brain or spinal marrow of the 
deceased, by the toxicologist, would then be proof positive 
of ante-mortem poisoning ; although, on the other hand, 
its non-discovery in these organs, would not, of itself, 
justify an opposite conclusion, v7z., that of the post- 
mortem imbibition, inasmuch as we well know, many 
fatal cases of poisoning do occur without the analyst 
being able always to detect the lethal agent in these 
organs after death. I would therefore again beg to 
draw attention to the importance of further investiga- 
tions of this vexed question, special care being taken to 
cuard against regurgitation into the posterior nares, 
when the solution is injected into the stomach through 
the pharynx; and also recommending the additional 
experiment to be made of injecting the poison through 
the rectum into the intestines, since the imbibition into 
the different viscera will take place from these latter or- 
gans equally well as from the stomach. 
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In conclusion, I will endeavor to answer the final im- 
portant and practical question in your article, in which 
the appeal is made ‘‘to chemists throughout the 
world”: “How can we discriminate, so as to detect and 
differentiate the poison taken ante-mortem, which caused 
death, from the poison purposely introduced after death 
into the abdominal cavity, or per rectum, for the purpose 
of hiding the crime under pretense of embalming the 
body?” I believe there is no known method by which 
such discrimination can be made, if we have to rely 
exclusively on the chemical analysis of the body, since 
this simply establishes the fact of the presence or 
absence of the poison, but does not necessarily disclose 
its mode of introduction. But the following points or 
propositions may, I think, materially aid in the elucida- 
tion of the subject : 

I. A knowledge of the symptoms before death, where 
this is obtainable, will frequently throw much light on 
tne case, although too much stress should not be placed 
upon symptoms merely, inasmuch as the symptoms of 
many diseases strongly resemble those of certain poisons. 
Thus, I have known several cases of fatal arsenical 
poisoning to have been mistaken for cholera morbus, 
and treated as such by the attending physicians, and the 
certificate of death to be so made out, but in which I 
subsequently detected in the viscera large amounts of 


arsenic. 
Il. The chemical examination of the urine of the 


deceased. Asis well known, the kidneys rapidly eliminate 
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arsenic (and the same is true of other mineral poisons) 
from the body; and it is generally possible, for the 
analyst to detect the poison in the urine, both before 
and after death. Its discovery in this secretion may, I 
think, be regarded as very conclusive evidence of ante- 
mortem poisoning ; for, although it is true that the 
urinary bladder, in common with the other abdominal 
viscera, was found contaminated by the post-mortem 
imbibition of the poisonous solutions, in the experiments 
above detailed, yet I think it scarcely possible that the 
poison, would percolate through the coats of the bladder 
so as to affect the contained urine. The record of the 
experiments was simply the production of a yellow spot 
on the surface of this organ. Nevertheless, in a capi- 
tal case where the evidence of poisoning hinged upon 
this particular aspect of the subject, I should not like 
to swear that such a thing might not be possible. | 

III. The finding of the poison, on the exterior of the 
organs, and not in their interior, is I think very positive. 
evidence of post-mortem imbibition, since in a true 
ante-mortem case, the absorbed poison is always deposit- | 
ed in the interior of the organ quite as distinctly as on 
the outer surface.* But, practically, this is often a 
difficult matter to decide, especially after the lapse of a 
long interval of time, and where the organs have become 
much broken down by decomposition. 

IV. The discovery of poison in the stomach after 


* Vide Orfila, Toxicologie, 1852, I., p. 63. 
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death cannot be regarded as absolute proof of its ante- 
mortem administration, since, as we have seen, it 
might have been injected after death ; and there is also 
the further possibility that if introduced into the intes- 
Fines through the rectum, it might by imbibition ,pene- 
trate even into the interior of that organ, just as in the 
supposed case of the urinary bladder above alluded to. 
Philadelphia, July, 1887. 
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DISCUSSION OF MR. Wurton’s PAPER ON ‘THE PENAL ASPECTS OF 
SUICIDE.” 


(May Meeting 1887.) 
PRESIDENT CLARK BELI. IN THE CHAIR. 

Dr. S. N. Leo :—I think this is a subject which is wor- 
thy of great consideration, especially in view of the fact, 
that legislation inflicts a penalty in these cases. At the 
same time it has always been my opinion that suicides 
should be divided into two classes, those who are really 
responsible for the commission of the crime, and those 
who are mentally irresponsible. | 

We may have a father who has three or four children 
stricken down with disease—a wife whom he dearly © 
loves, and in his despair he takes his life ;—we have a son 
who loses a parent—a wife who loses her husband, and 
therefore is so grief stricken that she takes her own life, 
and is certainly not responsible for her own act, and it is 
ridiculous to say that the law shall step in and inflict the 
same punishment on her, as on the man who is legally 
and technically responsible for that crime. Look among 
the Laws on the Statute book, there is a certain amount 
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of justice and a great deal of injustice, and of course 
where the person succeeds in taking their own life, no 
punishment is necessary, but where they are often ar- 
rested in the act of taking their life, it is a very strange 
justice to award the same amount of punishment. 


Dr. Gabriel Grant :—I think this subject for the last 
few years has been assuming a phase, which takes it out 
of the legal cold philosophical aspect, and into a domain 
of those who seek to find facts in the social surroundings 
of communities of cities and empires. I havemade some 
observations in Germany, and in Saxony, there is no place 
where this disease of suicide has assumed so pathetic an 
aspect. 

To show you how common it has become—fourteen per- 
sons committed suicide in the City of Dresden in the 
month of February, and they were persons, two of them 
in advanced life, and the balance of them were young, 
most of them from fifteen to thirty-five, a number of them 
students graduating, and you may find an average of ten 
every month through the year. It is a very common 
thing for an officer in the army who, while he wishes to 
commit suicide, owing to the disgrace attached to it takes 
another beside the ordinary way, called an American 
duel.” An American duel is, that of a person having his 
honor impugned, goes to his antagonist and they draw 
lots, and the one to whom the lot falls kills himself. It 
is only another name for suicide.* 


[NoTE BY THE Epitor.—Doubtless styled an ‘‘ American duel,” from 
the fact that sucn a contest is wholly unknown in the American States. ] 
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It has become a very grave question what the facts 
are, leading to it, and to punish those persons who take 
their own lives, or rather attempting it. It is a disease, 
and the grave inquiry that comes to every one who 
studies the subject is, what is producing it ? 

Thus, one hears of a nobleman, unable for a time to 
meet his creditors, who commits suicide for shame. You 
read the history of Saxony and find that she has been very 
unfortunate in her wars, and has been until recently the 
losing party. The people are not always the poorest 
in the world, there are poorer in Norway,—it is a country 
that has great elements of power, it has a great deal of 
learning, and, I suspect strongly, it is on account of such 
power of learning, that has something to do with it, for if 
you have great machines of education, the machine 
should suit the people. | 

In the statistics that have been furnished me every week 
suicide has been a very prominent cause of death. 

There is a marked disproportion of suicides occurring 
annually in different countries. While there are seventy 
in a million of the population in Spain, seventeen in Nor- 
way, there are between three and four hundred in several 
of the German states and over four hundred in Saxony. 

Pres. Bell—How long have you had these statistics ? 

The last three years as far as I can recall. I am not 
prepared to give them now. 

At certain seasons of the year suicidal mania is more 
prevalent than at others. I have noticed that in Febru- 
ary more occur, it is a cold damp month. 
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Pres, Bell—I would also like to ask if in cold weather, 
fine weather or stormy weather most occur ¢ 

Brierre de Boismont in his essay on suicide of the 
insane, gives statistics, of various countries, which cor- 
roborates in some respects the suggestions of Dr. Grant. 

Mr. Bach—I would like to ask Dr. Grant a question. 
Whether he considers suicidea disease. Do you con- 
sider the man who commits or appears to commit suicide 
diseased ? 7 ) 

Dr. Grant—-That is a question which leads us over a vast 
field. Ihave alwayssupposed it wasa disease. It iscer- 
tainly a departure from the normal condition of health. 

Mr. Bach—I think, Mr. President and gentlemen, it is a 
matter of great importance to first determine whether a 
person attempting or actually committing suicide is dis- 
eased. It is important in connection with the consider- 
ation of the penal aspect of thecase. If a person is suf- 
fering from a disease, and under the influence of that 
disease commits an act, which, if he were in a normal 
condition of health he would not commit, in my opinion 
it would be wrong to punish that person as for the com- 
mission, and in the question of life insurance itis of vital 
significance whether a man is in sound mind when 
he. commits suicide or whether he is not. Our Court of 
Appeals has decided, apparently, that a man who com- 
mits suicide, is not a person who dies by his own hand 
cognizant of the fact. In other words they have sub- 
stantially decided that the man is non compos.  In- 
surance companies now-a-days are recognizing the force 
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of the decison of the Court of Appeals on that subject, and 
gne company notably has seen fit after three years to 
make its policy indestructible; whether a man commits 
suicide or whether he does not, whether he dies from 
a natural cause. Now certainly, to my mind, as Dr. Leo 
has remarked, it would be in itself, a crime to punish a 
person who attempts to do away with himself in a mo- 
ment of mental aberration. Who is to decide whether a 
man who attempts to kill himself isinsane. Itis, however, 
well understood if a man gets an insurance on his life 
and purposely and wilfully commits suicide, knowing or 
believing that he has nothing to live for, in order to pay 
back an indebtedness that he has contracted, that man 
is guilty in my opinion of a crime, acrime against society 
as well as the company which he cheats out of money. 
But the vast number of people who are willing to end 
their earthly career, do not do it because they want to 
to cheat any body; they do not do it because by doing it 
they feel they can accomplish anything else, but end, what 
they consider, a.misery that cannot be borne. I can un- 
derstand a man being reduced to such a condition from 
abject want, from a hopelessness concerning the future, 
that he couldicalmly and deliberately killjhimself. Now, 
to say that a man who commits suicide is necessarily 
out of his mind is perhaps going too far; the penal 
aspect of the case is one of vast importance to the com- 
munity. 3 

Mr. Moritz Ellinger—-I am very grateful to the gentleman 
who read his paper because it furnished a history of legal 
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enactments regarding suicides, which rather than legal 
enactments to punish sucide, were enactments intended 
to disgrace suicides and to create amongst people such 
an abhorrence of it that they would not resort to it. 
Suicide is not always the destiny of a useless man or a 
morbid man. I hold that suicide-may proceed from as 
noble a motive as that which makes a man offer up his 
life voluntarily for any principle that requires such 
sacrifice. Man shows his highest standing in nature by 
showing in his action that he is capable of sacrificing 
that which he regards as highest of all that he possesses, 
in order to vindicate his principles. We know from obser- 
vations such as lately have been made, that some animals 
intellectually gifted are capable of committing suicidefrom - 
grief. It has been absolutely established that dogs who 
lose their masters refuse to eat and starve themselves, 
and some of them have drowned themselves; but to 
offer up your life for the salvation of your country, for 
the benefit that accrues to somebody else, is a quality 
that only man can exhibit. This may make a man offer 
his life. It may seem selfish, but it is higher than the 
common interpretation of getting rid of a burden. We 
know that there are men who are highly sensitive of 
what they call their honor, and when they are, in their 
sense, offended, and cannot vindicate it, that considera- 
tion so oppresses them that life loses all the value it pos- 
sessed in their eyes. 

In the statistics furnished something struck me as re- 
markable, and that was, that in the countries where the 
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Catholic religion prevails to the greatest extent the num- 
ber of suicides is less than where the Protestant religion 
prevails. 

Mr. Bell—You think there is a higher average of the 
number of suicides in the countries that are more largely 
Protestant than in the countries that are Catholic ? 

Mr. Ellinger—I think so, and it is borne out by the 
paper just read. The punishment of suicide is more 
a matter of religion than of penal enactment, be- 
cause religion furnishes the bridge which connects the 
mortal with the immortal, the present with the hereafter. 
The more you impress a man that he is responsible in the 
hereafter if he commits acrime, which he shall not an- 
swer alone to man for, the more unwilling he is to do it. 

The Catholic religion is the only religion that refuses 
burial to suicides on consecrated ground; it insists that 
they shall be buried outside the pale of the Church, and 
there is no greater hardship for a religious Catholic. 
This prevents suicides from becoming more common ; 
they are afraid of the hereafter. Burial in consecrated 
ground means being received in the assemblage of those 
who belong to the church; it is the all and all, to them, and 
being buried in unconsecrated ground isexpulsion from 
that Church, an expulsion that extends to an eternity, - 
which for every Catholic is horrible to contemplate. The 
number is thus far less, in Catholic countries, than where 
the Protestant religion prevails. The fact is, that suicide 
is increasing wonderfully of late years, and I think it owes 
its Increase somewhat to the advance of free thought and 
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philosophical reasoning. A man who has nothing to ex- 
pect from the world to come, but who seeks all his 
achievements and enjoyments in this world, when mis- 
haps occur there arises the question, why does he not 
get out of this world? Then he simply throws away his 
life; the world to come has no interest for him and it 
has no horrors. | 

There have never been so many suicides as in modern 
times. If you will run over the number of statistics of - 
the suicides in this country, you will find that it consists 
very largely of emigrants, or the people who have. emi- 
grated to this country and have remained here two, 
three, or four years and fail of success. The foreigner is 
much more easily depressed; he has no home surroundings 
and he becomes more despondent than he would were he 
still in the country of his nativity, and therefore he com- 
mits suicide more readily. 

Time will not admit of discussing this subject as it 
deserves. It must, however, be discussed from its men- 
tal, itsiphysical, and from its moral standpoint, and from 
the conditions surrounding suicides whicheven Mr. Buckle 
did not regard, According to Mr. Buckle the average of 
suicides, within ten years, seems to vary very little, and 
- what is more wonderful yet, is the fact that the number 
of weapons, the number of methods in which the suicide 
takes his life remains the same. I do not know that 
any one except Mr. Buckle has followed the statistics 
on which he bases his opinion. 3 

I feel, however, inclined to say that the number of sui- 
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cides of late have vastly increased,—that the suicides are 
not all recruited from the lowly nor from the poorest sta- 
tions of life. Wehave hada Rothschild commit suicide, 
and lately had instances in this country, of the sons of 
‘men who occupied high financial and social positions in 
this world,—so that there is some strange motor behind 
these acts of self destruction, and the man who under- 
takes to study this subject has a vast field before him. 
Taking the ground work which has been so ably covered 
by our friend, I think we will be able, most probably 
at some future meeting to have a paper in which this 
discussion is more fully entered into in its physical 
aspect. | 

Pres. Clark Bell.—I think great lessons are to be 
learned from statistics, and ina paper which I read 
before this Society some years ago, entitled ‘‘ Suicide and 
Legislation,” I attempted to show the value of statistics 
upon these questions. We should not allow anything 
to be quoted as statistics, which is not fully, however, 
and properly entitled to be regarded as such. The death 
rate of every city is kept and published every week. The 
vital statistician keeps the numeration of it throughout 
all counties. The United States census of 1880 was the 
only basis I had then to go upon for the United States of 
America, and the French, Italian and English writers, who 
gave authoritative tables, such as Brierre de Boismont, 
Morselli and others. Dr. Nagle has given valuable infor- 
mation on the subject each year, so far as the City of 
New York goes, and the statistics of each county throw 
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the clearest possible light upon the problems surrounding 
the question. | 

The old Greek and the pagan philosophers held, that 
any man had the lawful, moral, and the inherent right to 
take his own life; first, in defence of his honor or that of 
his family; second, to prevent thereby great scandal or 
disgrace coming upon him, or those whom he loved; and 
third, whenever life ceased to be worth the candle, when 
it was no longer desirable, as for example a man afflicted 
by an incurable disease,—leprosy—anything that might 
make life such a burden to himself and friends as to 
make it undesirable to retain it. 

Among the ancients, it was regarded as noble for the 
great soldier, when defeated, to fall on his sword rather 
than be taken into captivity. In more modern times 
laws have forbidden and punished suicide, as does 
our penal statute, but these laws do not serve to diminish 
suicide, as statistics demonstrate, to which allusions have 
been made by Dr. Grant and the Modern writers, 
of which, perhaps, the greatest of all living is Morselli, 
whose recent contributions to this subject have been far 
the ablest of the present century, give great light upon 
this singularly interesting subject. 

I consider that the paper of the evening suggests some 
subjects of medico-legal interest, where attempted suicide 
is involved, in mental disturbances, as to how far 
insane persons, or persons afflicted with unsound minds 
can be held responsible for murder, or for any other crime 
committed, or attempted on themselves or others. 
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The question of peculiar interest is that question of 
Medico-Legal significance, which has arisen particularly 
in cases of life insurances, and sometimes in determining 
whether death is due to other causes than suicide. A 
man’s life is insured, as in the celebrated case of Dwight 
at Binghampton, N. Y., which excited the attention 
of the whole legal and medical world, as well as the 
life insurance companies, it has been tried in the courts, 
and we now hear has been recently compromised. 
There is a very interesting case on the tapzs in Norwich, 
Conn.; that of Tyler. I think of one occurring recently 
in France, the report of which was made by Brouardel, 
the great French chemist, who examined the body 
to see whether the remains found in a ditch were that 
of a suicide or of one who had been murdered ; whether 
that body, from the appearance it presented in the 
cadaver, was alive and drowned, or whether death 
had occured before the body was put into the ditch. 
I have in my mind an actual number of cases pre- 
senting interesting questions—the celebrated case in Con- 
necticut, spoken of as the Malley case, of which Prof. 
_ Chittenden made the analysis, and contributed a paper 
to this Society. The question which frequently arises of 
a Medico-Legal character is, whether a given case is sui- 
cide or not, whether it is due to natural causes or of poi- 
son or other unnatural causes. This aspect of the case 
is very important in speaking of the penal aspect of 
suicide. Itis due to communities that these questions 
should be investigated by the coroners or proper officials. 
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I think Mr. Whiton’s paper on this subject is a valu- 
able contribution indeed. I shall invite him to close the 
discussion of this very interesting question, for the 
present, and to discuss it in a wider sense at some future 
date. 

Mr. Whiton.—There are a few thoughts, gentlemen, 
which I would like to suggest, in addition to those that 
have been suggested by my paper and its discussion. Some 
references have been made to the increase of suicides in 
Germany, and it has also been suggested that suicides 
have increased in all parts of the world. It is a very 
remarkable fact that the number of suicides to-day, is 
greatly in excess of those of ten years ago, and still more 
so of those of thirty and forty years ago. Another curious 
fact has been shown in regard to suicides. The tendency 
of life insurance decisions is to hold that nearly all sui- 
cides are the results of mental aberration, while the man 
was not cognizant of the crime he was commit- 
ting, and if the judges have not so held, the juries 
have nearly always so decided against the insurance 
companies. A great many insurance companies are strik- 
ing out all reference to suicide from their policies and 
applications, while on the other hand, others, in order to 
protect themselves, are making their policies stronger, 
by stating that they will not pay the same in case 
of suicide, whether sane or insane, and such a con- 
tract has been held by the courts to be valid. In the 
companies that have stricken out of their policies 
all reference to suicide, the number of their poli- 
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cies has increased, thereby showing inferentially that 
men have deliberately obtained life insurance poli-— 
cies, in order to defraud the companies. Notice the 
Dwight case, also that of Tyler, who died last fall 
in the town of Norwalk, whose body my friend Dr. 
Burke, now here, was the first one to see after 
death. Here was a man that within the space of six 
months applied for an aggregate sum of $400,000 of in- 
surance on his life. He wasa man of magnificent phy- - 
sique, six feet tall, forty-two years of age, and belonged 
to one of the most aristocratic families in Boston; a 
man, who in the last fifteen years had spent a good sized 
fortune in money furnished by his mother. A man of 
the world, a schemer, and a man who was always about 
with men of doubtful character, a man of no moral 
stamina, who did not hesitate at any act to get money ; 
who associated himself with men who had been or 
ought to be in States prison. This man finds himself 
stranded, in his appeals to his family for money ; he fails 
in his appeal to his brother; he then announces his in- 
tention to place a large amount on his life and kill him- 
self. He offers policies to his friends and goes to 
one and tells him that he is going to do this, and 
that if he will permit him, that he will place a $10,000 
policy to his credit. His friend, notwithstanding the fact 
that he was under indictment for one crime, hesitated. He 
placed these policies with the avowed intention of leav- 
ing the ‘* boys” happy, as his so-called creditors were 
termed—peculiar creditors if we look to the facts of the 
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case, for these creditors, with one or two exceptions were 
supported by this same Jack Tyler. | 

So he placed in the month of December $100,000 on his 
life, and. in the months of April, May, June, 1886, he 
again placed another $100,000 upon his life; for the 
payment of the premitums on which, strange to relate, 
the so-called creditors had been supplying him with 
money. In the applications for these policies he stated 
that he had not more than $5,000 or $10,000 on his life. 

The Citizens’ Mutual, a Company which I represent, 
had two parties, oné of whom was not a beneficiary, _ 
rush to the Company to pay the premium upon the policy 
of their friend Jack, only four days before he committed 
suicide. When it was learned that his premium was in 
arrears Tyler come into the Company at once and made 
a warranty of health, although at that moment he was 
suffering with an acute attack of neuralgia. He then wrote 
a letter to his dear mother, as he begins it, telling her it 
was his deliberate purpose to take his life. He then goes: 
down to Philadelphia and communicates with a friend, 
that he intends to take his life there under the name of 
Allen. Goes to South Norwalk and telegraphs to a 
friend under the same name; and is found in the morning 
dead. He left a memorandum on his table, but I be- 
lieve that the memorandum of a man under the influ- 
ence of morphine is as reliable as that of a chronic liar. 
There was convincing evidence that he took an overdose 
of morphine. | 7 

The majority of the companies are defending their 
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cases upon various grounds. Not only on this ground 
alone is payment of the policy refused, but the insurance 
companies expect to prove the charge of conspiracy. 
Now, in regard to suicide, in its relation to Protestant- 
ism and Roman Catholicism, I do not think that question 
has anything to do with it. There isa belt of country 
where suicides are more apt to be committed ; moore es-— 
pecially in 45 to 55 degrees north latitude. It seems to be 
that belt of country where the temperature of the world 
isabout such asitisin New York, within the isothermal 
line. Dr. O’Deain his interesting work has sought to ac-_ 
count for the fact of the great number of suicides occur- 
ing in this belt, by the theory that it isa line of the ereatest 
nervous activity. In warmer climes there is very little of 
the nervous vigor that there 1s in the North. Among the 


class that exercise, that have nervous Vigor, suicides — 


principally occur. Now it is undoudtedly true that sui- 
cides increase as morality decreases; I will not draw the 
deduction that immorality is apparently incr easing. At 
the time of the French Revolution there was a wild 
epidemic of suicides; some now are discu ssing whether to- . 
day we are not approaching a like reign of terror as in 
France unless the questions which are convulsing: the world 
are settled and solved in some satisfactory way. It is un. 
doubtedly true that a great cause is as suggested by my 
friend Mr. Ellinger, the fact of emigrants coming | here, 

srowing desperate and taking their lives. Now in regard 
to the penal statute—a word ; that has been. attacked to- 
night on the ground that it ‘gee no distinction between 
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an insane man anda sane man! if a man is insane at the 
time he is not punishable. | 

That distinction has been drawn from time immemorial, 
and at the same time the consensus of opinion to-day is 
that a man should be punished for attempting the crime 
of suicide, if he be sane, whether he have a motive 
that is sufficient in the eyes of many moralists in 
this world or not. 

Now, in regard to the prevention of suicide. Penal 
legislation has very little effect, but | won’t admit for 
one moment that fear of the temporal church will deter 
a man from the act, but I claim that the cultiva- 
tion of moral views will do much to counteract the epi- 
demic of suicide. 


JUNE SESSION. 


PRESIDENT CLARK BELL, Esq., IN THE CHAIR. 


JUNE 8, 1886.—President Clark Bellin the Chair. Reg- 
ular meeting of the Medico-Society at Hotel Buck-— 
ingham. Minutes of the May meeting were read and 
approved. 

The following persons, proposed by Clark Bell, Esq., 
were elected on reccommedation of the Executive Com- 
mittee. i 

Active Members. 

Wm. J. Best, Esq., of N. Y., Dr. Etiza M. Mosuer, 
Dr. Lucy. M. Hatu of Brooklyn, Col. Roprrr G. 
INGERSOLL, and Dr. J. V. Stanton, of N. Y. 
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Corresponding Members. 


CHas. W. Moors, M. D., San Francisco, Cal. 

Dr. GuGuLio CHIARUGI, Member of the Institute of 
Anatomy, Siena, Italy. | 

ENRICO TORRINI, Siena, Italy. 

W. H. 8. Bett, Esq., Editor Cape Law Journal, 
Grahamstown, Cape Good Hope, South Africa. 

EDWARD NETTERVILLE BLAKE, Esq., Editor Irish Law 
Times, Dublin Ireland. 

JouHN Kinmot, President Scots Law Society, Edin-: 
burgh, Scotland. 

Dr. CHaAs. F. STILLMAN, proposed as active member. 

De GE. DO Cir, of N.Y. 

Proposed by Dr. IsAac Lewis Perret, Dr. STEPHEN 
Cutter, of N. Y.as anactive member. 

Proposed by Dr. F. C. VALENTINE as corresponding 
member, Dr. Jos— MontTEROos, of Monteros, Guatemala. 

The first paper of the evening entitled ‘“‘ The Mental 
and Physical Capacity of Man in the Rapid Hapression. 
Receiving and Recording of Language,” by R. S.GUERNSY, 
Heq..-or N.OY. 

The paper was read at the author’s request by CLARK 
BELL, who called Ex-President JacoB F. MILLER, to the 
chair. 

The paper was discussed by Dr. Isaac Lewis PEET, 
Dr. Wa. F. HoLcomsg, Judge J. BuRDETTE Hyatt, Presi- 
dent BELL, C. W. Tyson, Esq., of the reportorial 'staff of 
the New York Tribune, Dr. Frank L. INGRAM, Mr, 
ALBERT BacH and others, 
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Dr. IRA Russet of Winchenden, Mass., read a paper 
entitled Opium Inebriety, which was discussed by Drs. 
CHARLES FRISBIE, Dr. Frank L. Ineram, JAcos F. 
MILtEr, Hisq., and others. 

The announcement of the inauguration of the statue to 
Guislain by the Society of Mental Medicine of Belgium 
in July next and an invitation to be represesnted by this 

society was read. 

Mr. Ccark BELL was chosen delegate and authority 
given him as President to designate others of our active 
or corresponding members or others to represent the 
society on the occasion. 

President Bell announced that Elliott F. Shepard, Esq., 
had contributed $100 to the fund fora prize essay ona 
Medico-Legal subject, but the programme would not be 
completed by the Executive Committee in time for the 
June issue of the Journal, but would be announced 
later. 


The Society adjourned. . 
ALBERT BACH, 


Secretary. 

A regular meeting of the Medico-Legal Society was 
held Wednesday, September 14, 1887, at the Hotel Buck- 
ingham. | 

President Clark Bell in the chair 

The minutes of the June, 1887, meeting, were read and 
approved as read. 

On motion duly made and carried, the following gen- 


¢ 
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tlemen recommended by the Executive Committee, and 
proposed by President Clark Bell were duly elected act. 
ive and corresponding members respectively— 
Active Members. 
Dr. JoHN HE. ALLEN, of New York City. 
Rev. WiLuiAM TuckER, D.D., Mt. Gilead, Ohio. 
JOHN 8. Butter, M.D., Hartford, Conn. 


Corresponding Members. 

Scotr Heim, M.D., Secretary Medico-Legal Society 
of Chicago. ae 

EpwarpD J. Dorernine, M.D., President Chicago Medi- 
c)- Legal Society. ? 

A. K. Streeter, M.D., Chicago. Ex-President Me-dico- 
Legal Society of Chicago. 

EMILE HourteLoup, Avocat., President Medico-Legal 
Society of France. 

Dr. FALRET, Supt. Asile de la Salpetriere, Paris. 

Dr. V. Maanan, Asile de St. Anne, Paris. 

Prof. Dr. LEFEBVRE, Brussels, Belgium. 

Dr. VERMELULEN, Asile pour femmes, Ghent, Belgium. 

The papers of the evening were read, viz.: } 

‘“The relation of Intemperance to Insanity.” By 
CLARK BELL, Esq. 

‘‘The Imbibition of Poisons.” By Pror. Jonn J. 
REESE. 

The papers were discussed. 
‘ President Bell announced the death of Dr. Augustin 
- Andrade of Mexico, and paid a tribute to the distin 
guished services of this corresponding member. 
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PRESIDENT BELL also announced the death of Judge 
Guy H. McMasrsr of Bath, N. Y. Judge McMaster 
was at the time of his death Surrogate of Steuben 
County. President Bell spoke feelingly of the life and 
character of his former partner and business associate. 
He said: Judge Guy Humphrey McMaster, of Bath, 
Steuben County, New York, was born January 31, 1829, 
at Clyde, New York, and was the elder son of Hon. 
David McMaster, ex-Judge of Steuben County. He 
graduated at Hamilton College at the early age of 
eighteen years, in the same class with Senator Joseph 
R. Hawley Charles Dudley Warner of Connecticut, 
and Col. Emmons Clark of this city. 

He was tutor at Franklin Academy, Prattsburgh, 
New York, and the editor of the Medico-Legal Journal 
was in his Latin Class and class in Geometry. Admitted 
to the bar in 1852, he shortly became junior member of 
the firm of Campbell & McMaster, and when Gov. Camp- 
bell retired formed a law partnership with myself as 
‘* McMaster & Bell,” which continued some years at 
~ Bath, New York. 

In 1863 he was elected Judge and Surrogate of Steu- 
ben County, an office which he held for twenty 
years. When the Surrogate and Judgeship were sepa- 
rated he was elected Surrogate, and held that office to 
the day of his death. 

Judge McMaster was held in high estimation in Western 
New York and none stood higher in public estimation. He 
was in the front rank, of the bar of the Seventh District. 
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For many years he has been a corresponding member 
of this society, and took a profound interest in its suc- 
cess, and in medical jurisprudence generally. A true 
friend, an honest and conscientious man, his death 
comes upon me like a blow, and I feel sure it will fall as 
heavily on many hearts who. have known and loved him 
in Steuben County. Aside from his legal, literary and 
scholastic attainments, Judge McMaster was a thorough 
student and lover of music and an excellent musician, 
and, he was regarded by competent critics as a poet of 
no ordinary ability. We cannot speak here in detail of 
his varied poetic effusions, save to say that his Car- 
MEN BELLICOSUM has that ring which will be and ever 
has been recognized as the soul of poetry. I trust that I 
may be excused, as I stand at the open grave of the 
friend of my whole life, filled with profound emotion 
at a loss, which to me seems irreparable, if I drop upon 
his bier (as he died but yesterday) that song on which 
fame will award him the high trbute of inspired 


verse, his 
CARMEN BELLICOSUM. 





GUY H. MC MASTER. 


In their ragged regimentals Then with eyes to the front, all, 
Stood the old Continentals, And with guns horizontal, 
Yielding not, Stood our sires; 
While the grenadiers were lunging, While the balls whistled deadly 
And like hail fell the plunging And in streams flashing redly 
Cannon-shot; Blazed the fires; 
When the files As the roar 
Of the isles, On the shore 
From the smoky night-encampment, bore Swept the strong battle-breakers o’er 
the banner of the rampant the green sodded acres 
Unicorn; Of the plain; 
And grummer,grummer, grummer rolied And louder, louder, louder cracked the 
the roll of the drummer, black gunpowder, 





Through the morn ! Cracking amain! 
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Now like Smiths at their forges 
Worked the red St. George’s 
Cannoneers; 
And the villainous saltpeter 
Rang a fierce, discordant metre 
Round our ears, 
As the swift 
Storm-drift, 


With hot sweeping anger, came the | 


horse guards’ vlangor 
On our flanks. 
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Then the bare-headed Colonel 
Galloped through the white infer- 
Powder-cloud; {nal 
And his broadsword was swinging, 
Aud his brazen throat was ringing 
Trumpet -loud; 
Then the blue 
Bullets flew, 
And the trooper-jackets redden at the 
touch of the leaden 


Rifle-breath; 
And rounder, rounder, rounder, roared 
the iron six-pounder, 
Hurling death! 


Then higher, higher, higher, burned the | 
old-fashioned fire 
Through the ranks! 


On motion the Society adjourned. 


ALBERT BacH, Secretary. 


British Merpico-PsycHoLocicaL AssocraTion.—The 
July meeting was held in London on Wednesday, July 
oth Pee 

Dr. Raynor, the Retiring President, inthe chair. After 
the routine business, the President-elect, Dr. Needham, 
was introduced, who gave as his inaugural addressa very . 
able paper reviewing and assailing the pending Lunacy 
Bill as favored by the Government in several respects, 
but especially as to the proposed changes requiring a 
judge or magistrate’s order preliminary to commit- 
ments. 

The paper was received with great favor by the meet- 
ing which was largely attended by some of the more 
prominent of the English and Scotch alienists. 

Dr. HENRY Mavupbs_Ly spoke eloquently and with much 
feeling, assailing what he regarded as objectionable feat- 
ures of proposed changes in the English Lunacy Statutes, 
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particularizing the section regarding commitments on 
judges’ orders, and the proposed legislation as a whole 
was characterized as a ‘‘lawyer’s bill.” 

Other members spoke who held similar views. 

Mr. CuarK Bey, President of the Medico-Legal So- 
ciety of New York, was present by invitation, and on be- 
ing called upon to speak; defended some of the features 
of the Bill proposed by the ministry, and particularly 
those sections which President Needham and Dr. Mauds- 
ly had so vigorously assailed. 

He cited the working of similar clauses in the laws of 
many of the American States, and thought such 
changes would be found to work well in practical use, if 
adopted in England. — 

He praised the present English Lunacy Statutes taken 
as a whole, especially in contrast with those of New 
York and many American States, and cautioned English- 
men of the danger of injury to their present admirable 
system, by hastily or carelessly adopting changes, 
which he thought would be as likely to imperil real 
and essential ground, now secure under English law, 
such as supervision by a Board of Lunacy Commis- 
sioners, with ample powers, thorough supervision and 
personal inspection of Insane by officials with power to 
redress injuries and prevent and reform abuses, which 
we hoped to secure in America. 

He gave a brief resume of the successful amendments 
secured in Pennsylvania and the commendable course of 
ex-Governor Hoyt in effecting this result, 
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The meeting elected Dr. CLouston as its President- 
elect to succeed Dr. Needham next year. 

The session was followed by the annual banquet at 
the ‘‘Suip ” at GREEWICH, where the menu was that made 
famous as the ‘‘ white bait” dinner, given usually at the 
English Ministerial Banquet. 

There was a large attendance. Mr. Bell was present 
at this banquet and spoke. The affair was a very en- 
joyable as well as a most interesting occasion, 
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DEFINITIGNS OF INSANITY—TrESTS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR INSANE.—We continue the publication of our re- 
plies, to the interrogatories received from Alienists, 
Publicists and others, to the subjoined letter, and some 
of the definitions we have collected otherwise, and 
would be glad to receive answers from our readers or 
others who take an interest in the subject to the sub- 
joined queries. We report the queries : 


MeEpico-LEGAL JOURNAL ASSOCIATION, 
Office of the Editor, 
No. 57 Broadway, 
New York, 1887. 
DEAR SIR: 

Please give me your idea of the best definition of insanity under our 
present knowledge of that subject. 

Also what in your judgment should be the legal test of criminal respon- 
sibility for acts committed by persons suffering from any form of mental 
disease. I am making a study of these topics, and would feel greatly 
obliged for your views. 

Very faithfully yours, 
CLARK BELL. 
T. D. Crotuers, M. D., writes : 

‘The best definition of Insanity is: that it is a disease of the brain, mani- 
fest by disorder of the mind.” 

““The best legal test of criminal responsibility, is his ek ae cf right 
and wrong, and capacity to adopt himself to these facts. This can only be 
ascertained by an exhaustive study of the man, his conduct and thoughts 
and life work.” 


A. F, Keener, A. M., M. D., writes: 
To your first question I would answer. 
« Derangement of the intellect, the mind or the understanding.” 
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To the second question, ‘‘ I wouid not be able to answer in general terms. 
Each case must be decided on its merits—a thousand things, almost, might 
be suggested, yet each case must be decided for itself. It is often a difficult 
problem, even with the case and all the facts at hand.” } 


J. D. Roperts, M. D.: 

‘“The question in cases ot alleged insanity should be: was the action the 
result of a brain—diseased in such ‘a manner as to interfere with function ? 
Or as it has been stated.. How has disease distorted the normal relationship 
of the man to the crime and surroundings.” 


J. A. Wricut, M. D., Supt. N. W. Ohio Hospital for Insane: 

‘‘T trust you will hold me excused for not sending you a satisfactory 
definition of Insanity. There are so many definitions by such a multitude 
of alienists that the student of mental science cannot fail to be confused in 
attempting to make a satisfactory selection. Your other query admits of a 
better answer. I hold tiat no deed is criminal if the individual who per- 
petrates it is incapable of controlling his own conduct, unless the power of 
self-control has been lost through his own fault.” 


Dr. Frev. H. Wryss, Secretary of Lilinois State Board of Charities, writes 
as follows : 


I have never seen a satisfactory definition of insanity, and do not believe 
that there is one in existence. It is a physical disease, and its seat is the brain, 
but except where ils ravages are revealed by dissection and microscopic ex- 
amination after death, its nature is unknown. The theory that lesions 
always exist appears to be, like the molecular theory, a matter of inference 
and imagination. There certainly appearsto be sucha thing as purely 
functional derangement of the brain. Practically, we know insanity. by 
its manifestations, and it is impossible to catalogue these or include them 
all under any one category or series of categories, in sucha way as to ex- 
clude similar manifestations noted in people who are undoubtedly sane. 
Some of theexternal symptoms of madness are physical, others psychical. 
Much stress is laid by alienists on the alteration of character and conduct 
noticeable in the individual ; he.is not what he was, and he usually frames 
some extravagant theury, unsupported by facts, to account for the change 
of which he is conscious, but whose real nature is unintellgible to him, 
There isno absolute test of insanity in doubtful cases, and, that being true, 
there can be no absolute test of criminal responsibility. We guess and act 
according to the best judgment that we can form. But I do not hold to the 
old test, laid down by tae English judges, that if a man knows the differ- 
ence between right and wrong, and knows that the act committed by him 
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is wrong, at the moment when he commits it, he is of necessity responsible 
to the law. I believe that a man may know that he is committing a wrong, 
and be driven to it by an irresistible impulse, arising from mental derange- 
ment, All depends on what we mean by ‘‘ wrong” and by “ irresistible ;” 
and these are terms concerning which no end of metaphysical hair-splitting 
may be indulged in. 

Unsatisfactory, I know, this must be to you, asit is tome. ButI hope 
that you may be able to teach me better. ° 


JOAQUIN G. LEBREDO, M. D., Havana, Cuba. Corresponding Member of 
the Medico-Legal Society of New York, writes us a pleasant letter from 
which the following extracts are made, translated by our worthy 
member and associate editor, Dr. A. M. FERNANDEZ : 


If I were to follow my best inspirations my answer would be very simple. 
I would say the problem is impossible to solve, as far as the first question 
is concerned, if the answer is to fulfill all the requirements of a good defini- 
tion. In regard to the question of the legal test of criminal responsibility 
of the insane, I would say that it is very difficult, if not impossible, to fix 
the circumstances necessary to determine in each and every case that crimi- 
nal responsibility. I form such a discouraging opinion because among the 
many reasons that could be brought to support it, there are, in my estima- 
tion, three principal ones : 


1st. That etymologically or ideologically speaking, the word insanity is a 
negative abstraction, and, with every negative term, it is impossible to real- 
ize its true significance because we do not possess that exact and definite 
knowledge of the objective reality which we can represent by any positive 
terms. Besides, it is evident and in conformity with what I have before 
said, that in order to define insanity it is indispensable to know thoroughly 
what sanity is, and I fancy it is not necessary to make great efforts to 
demonstrate that in spite of the immense progress realized in the organic 
and functional study of the nervous system, and especially of the cerebrum, 
- we are yet far, very far from being able to fix and determine—inside the 
physiological limits—what constitutes psychical life azd the essentially fun- 
damental characteristics of sanity. 


2d. This to a certain extent is comprehended in the first reason, and is 
founded in the impossibility of drawing a line between sanity and insanity, 
thus giving rise to the fact that though it is very easy to differentiate 
those two states of the mind when manifested by their most marked charac- 
teristics, itis extremely difficult and sometimes impossible to distinguish 
each, when both touch that mobile and vague zone that separates them. 

38d. This reason is based on the extensive generalization which is indis. 
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~ pensable to a true understanding of the word insanity or its correlative 
sanity. Itis not enough to define them in relation to that group of indi- 
viduals who act inside the limits of a normal psychical evolution, or to 
those who more or less approximate that standard ; it is necessary that the 
definition should reach all beings capable of reasoning, no matter to what 
degree of accuracy—fr:m the lowest in the scale of civilization to the 
highest—a’ d to be able to adapt it to the biological medium in general, 
and more e:pecially to the sociological order in which each group realizes 
its respective psychological evolution. : 

Your second question is intimately allied to the considerations I have 
just expressed, and more particularly to the last one, for it is necessary to 
have a profound and detailed knowledge of many and very divers factors, 
among which it is an important one, the special legislation attached to 
every sociological group in its respective evolution; hence the logic of the 
conclusion arrived at is, that great obs'acles have to be encountered in 
attempting to fix what the legal proof of the responsibility of the insane 
is to be. 

Having established these premises, it will be easy for you, my eminent 
colleague, to form an idea of how far it must have been from my mind— 
putting aside the convictions I have of the weakness of my intellectual 
forces and the scarcity of my scientific resources—the presumption of 
finding and giving to you a proper solution respecting the questions you 
have had the kindness to submit to my judgment. As Iam, however, 
intimately persuaded that in addressing me your communication, the 
ideas involved in the foregoing lines, did not escape your learned mind and, 
besides, as I am satisfied that the study of the subject once made by you to 
which your comunication refers, willbe highly beneficial and interesting, ~ 
both in a scientific and a practical point of view, and certainly without the 
deficiencies and obscurities and even errors that my expressions perhaps 
contain, I therefore have dared formulate my opinion on those questions 
you put me in the fol'owing manner, based on the ideas already given : 

“Sanity of mind is that physiological state of the cerebrum that determines 
every rational being, individually or collectively considered, its conscien- 
tious and unconscientious psychical functions, and of the acts performed 
thereby, in which general manifestations the natural biological laws and 
the psychical character of each social group are revealed.” 

Insanity, therefore, is the partial or total deviation, constant or period- 
ical, as revealed in one or several ways, the individual being absolutely 
or relatively unconscious of it. We ignore the organic lesions in which it 
originates, and only judge by the psychical acts to which they give external 
evidence.” 

And consequen'ly the criminal responsibility of the insane will be originated 
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from the moment it was clearly demonstrated there was not unconscious- 
ness of the criminality of the act, or that having existed consciousness there 
was no false appreciation of the motive that impelled the individual to 
commit the act, nor had he an evident aberration in the conception of the 
idea or in the ratiocination which followed it. The grave and minute 
study, particularly from the psychical point of view, of all the circum- 
stances, without forgetting heredity, which led to the act committed or 
attempted, the absence in some cases of logical relation between the act and 
its motive, the knowledge of the legislation of the social group to which it 
belongs—all these facts furnish, when put together, the justifiable elements 
of the legal construction whether there was or not unconsciousness, false 
appreciation of the motive, or ab:rration of mind which are the funda- 
mental basis of irresponsibility.” * 

Any way, my respected confrére, whatever be your opinion of the ideas 
manifested in these lines, please do not look upon them but as evidence of 
my desire to comply with your request, and once more please accept my 
high estimation of you, and remain, sir, 


Mrs. M, E. Berry, Secretary of the Society for Ameliorating the condition 
of the Insane, replies as follows : 


**Y consider myself honored by your request for my opinions on these 
points, but I must confess that in the present state of knowledge regarding 
insanity, I find it difficult to give adequate replies to your questions. 

Insanity cannot be so defined by any one set of words as to apply to all 
the insane. Simply, it isa state of mental unsoundness. Any definition 
beyond that must enter into arealm of technicalities in which even our 
foremost alienists find different definitions. 

As to criminal responsibility of the insane, I do not believe it possible to 
find a basis for any legal test which will serve for all cases. Every person’s 
brain and individuality differs from the brain and individuality of every 
other human being, and each must be adjudged by its own nature and in- 
dividual necessities. 

Segregation of the insane should be the pivot on which should rest all 
treatment of the insane. The prognosis, diagnosis, medical and general 
treatment, penal vicissitudes, responsibilities, and varying conditions of 
mental sufferers, all rest on individualities that require careful discrimina- 
tions by those in charge of these diseased persons. 

Tam not sure but all criminals are more or less insane, especially all who 
have had good Christian training, and have been taught good from evil. 
They first become mentally and morally diseased, and then crime naturally 
follows. Whether such criminals are responsible or not, they must be kept 
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in such custody as will insure the safety of others, but no vindictive suffer- 
ing should be inflicted on them. 

When physicians in general practice take up this subject, and lift it out of 
the narrow sphere of a few interested experts, we may hope for more light 
on this important question. 


An Ex-GovEeRNor of Massachusetts, whom we also regard as one of the 
ablest of the criminal lawyers of the American Bar, gives us the following 
reply, but does not give us permission to publish his name : 


Boston, December 20, 1886. 
My pEeAR Mr. BELL :—One cannot, in going over a large mail to answer 
_ the current letters of the day, make a proper answer to questions of such in- 
volution as you say you are making a study of. If there is one thing more 
perilous than another it is a definition, but I will comply with your request 
upon the pledge that my definitions are not to be published as mine. 

Let me premise: I do not like the term “‘insanity,” because that means 
only unhealthy, unsound. Now, a mar’s mental condition may be perfectly 
healthy and yet be what is termed insane, and not responsible for his acts. 
One would not say that a machine was unsound when it worked perfectly, 
because it had been set running the wrong way. Therefore, I prefer, asa 
generic term, a very old and unphbilosophical one, because it proceeds from 
the popular superstition or belief that that condition of mind has been 
brought on by the influence of the moon (and there again I think those 
minds that believe so are set running the wrong way, but I should not say 
that they were unsound), the word Juwnatic. By that term I should describe 
one, the operations of whose mind cause convictions or beliefs upon which 
a person honestly acts of either his moral, mental or physical s'ate which 
are opposed to well-known laws accepted and made the foundation of action 
of the whole community in which the individuai lives. 

As to the second question, I should say one was not criminally responsible . 
for any acts done when he fairly believes that it isan act which ought to be 
done, unless the state of mind which governs his action has been induced by 
his own immediate and voluntary act when his mind is in a normal condi- 
tion, which brings him into that mental condition. To explain the latter 
part of this definition, I will take, for example, drunkenness. Where a 
man commits acrime while drunk, it is for the safety of the community 
that he should be held guilty, because of the causa causans, which is his 
own act; but not when he is in a state of delirium tremens, which is a sec- 
ondary stage of drunkenness. He has then passed any possible condition 
of responsibility. JI could illustrate t's definition with very many cases, 
but your learning wiil easily supply them. I will only give you one cov- 
ering the first part of the proposition. Freeman, who lived on Cape Cod, 
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was an examplary, light-minded husband, father and citizen, doing every- 
thing that was proper in such relations. But intense study of Genesis and 
the New Te>tament had so affected his mind that he honestly and actually 
believed that it was his duty to sacrifice his best beloved son to God, as 
Abraham was: about to do with Isaac, believing that if it was not his duty 
so to do, God would interfere with the act, or resurrect the child on the 
third day. He did the act and waited with impatience for the third day, 
He was found not guilty by reason of insanity. But his mind was sound 
enough and healthy enough though he was a lanatic within my definition. 


Lorp HARDWICKE : 

‘There are various degrees of weakness and strength of mind from 
various causes. There way be a weakness of mind that may render a man 
incapable of governing himself from violence of passion, and from vice 
and extravagances, and yet not sufficient under the rule of law and the 
constitution of this country to direct a commission.” 

(Banseley (ex parte), 3 Atk., 168.) 


In Lord Donegal’s case LonpD HARDWICKE said : 

** An idiot was such as was so ex nativitate, and therefore the court of com- 
mon law held, that finding a man an idiot for so many years past was good ; 
for finding him idiot was including that he was such from his nativity, and 
the rest was mere surplusage.”’ 

‘‘ Lunacy is a distemper occasioned either by disorders or accidents ; and 
to one of these two cases were commissions at first confined, but in some 
time the part of the prerogative was enlar zed and extended to one who is 
non compos mentis ; but here it stopped, and this, at least, this court insists 
must be found to entitle any one to a commission.” 

(Lord Donegal’s Case, 2 Ves., Sr., 407.) 


CHANCELLOR KENT: 

In the leading case of Rripaway vs. Darwin, Chancellor Kent construed 
this branch of the law as follows : 

“Tt is evident that (the subject of this inqu'sition) is not a lunatic 
within the legal meaning of the term. He is not a person whosometimes has 
understanding and sometimes not. He is rather of that class of persons 
described by Lord Coke as ‘ non compos mentis,’ who have lost their memory 
and understanding by sickness, grief, or other accident. The difficulty 
which has arisen with me isas to the extentof my jurisdiction. Mere 
imbecility of mind, not amounting to idiocy or lunacy, has not until very 
lately been considered in the English Court of Chancery as sufficient to 
interfere in the liberty of the subject over his person or property. I have 
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not met with a case prior to our revolution which has gone so far. Lord 
Hardwicke disclaimed any jurisdiction over the case of mere weakness of 
mind ; yet it is certain that when a person becomes mentally disabled, from 
whatever cause the disability may arisc, whether from sickness, vice, 
casualty or old age, he is equally a fit and necessary object of guardianship 
and protection. I should imperfectly discharge my trust if I crippled the 
jurisdiction of this court by confining it to the strict common law writ of 
junacy.” 
(Ridgway vs. Darwin, 8 Vescy, 65.) 


Lorp Cokes, in the case of BEVERLY, defined what he classified and called 
‘‘the four manners of non compos mentis” as follows : 

1. Idiot or fool. 

2. He who was of good and sound memory, and by the visitation of God 
has lost it. 

3. Lunatics, who have lucid intervals and sometimes is of good and sound 
memory and sometimes ‘ non compos mentis.’ } 

4, By his own act as a drunkard.” 

(Beverly Case, 4 Co., 124.) 


Str Jonn Nicon : 

““It may be safely assumed that madness subsists in every variety of 
shape and degree. It subsists in the maniac chained to his floor. * * * 
In the patient afflicted with mental aberration on certain subjects, or on a 
certain subject only; and in respect of such even, never betraying itself 
in violence or outrage. The affliction is the same in both cases ; in species, 
the difference is only in degree.” 

(Dew vs. Clark, 3 Add., 79-87.) 


Henry F. BusweE.u: 

‘“The common law recognized four specific forms of insanity, namely: 
lunacy, idiocy, accidental loss of understanding, and deprivation of under- 
standing by the subject’s voluntary act.” 

(Buswell on insanity.) 

‘‘The English and American courts, in a long series of decisions, estab- 
lished the rule, that the true criterion of the presence or absence of insanity 
in any case was the presence or absence of delusion in the mind of the sub- 
ject.” (Ibid., p. 16.) 

This test is to be accepted as the correct one, except that ‘* since the 
modern law includes in the term ‘insanity’ all forms of mental disease, 
however arising, as well as those included under the ancient definitions of 
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idiocy or dementia, as those falling within the technical definition of lunacy, 
it follows, that although formerly insanity was never held to be established 
in any case, when delusion had pot at some time prevailed, there exists a 
class of cases in which delusion is not the criterion of the existence of 
insanity.” 

Such cases are those in which there has existed, ex nativitate, such general 
weakness of intellect as to render the subject unreasoning and irresponsible, 
and those in which the mind has become weakened and disorganized, either 
from the occurrence of disease or the gradual growth of senile dementia. 

‘¢In such cases the patient can.ot be said properly to be the subject of 
delusion, since ordinarily he has not sufficient mental power to ferm any 
conceptions, true or false, of the relations and sequences of facts and cir- 
cumstances.” 

(Buswell on Insanity, pp. 20, 21.) 

‘Mere beliefs, opinions or prejudices, unless these necessarily involve the 
existence in the mind of their subject of some delusion as to fact, are not 
evidence of insanity. 

““The same rule is applied to opinions in relation to the moral quality of 
acts ; that is to say, no perversion of the moral nature, or mere disorderof 
the moral affections and propensities, unless accompanied by such delusion 
as indicates the subversion of the will and reason, is to be regarded as con- 
stituting insanity in law.” 

. (Buswell on Insanity, p. 18, $10.) 

‘*The following rules may be laid down as applied by the law of the 
present day in defining legal insanity: 

1. The words ‘lunatic,’ ‘insane’ and ‘non compos mentis’ are generally 
convertible and generic terms, and inelude all the specific foyms of mental 
disease recognized by the text writers and medical authorities. And heis 
insane, lunatic or nom compos mentis whose mind is affected by general 
fatuity, or is subject to one or more specific delusions. 

2. Insane delusions consists generally in such an hallucination or false 
conception in regard to facts or objects as cannot fairly be supposed to exist 
in a healthy mind, and of which the subject cannot be disabused by reason 
or argument. % 

3. When the issue is upon the abstract question of the party’s sanity, as 
in proceedings to place his person and property, for protection, within the 
custody of the law, it must appear, in order to authorize such protection, 
that the party is, by reason of mental disease, unfit to be intrusted safely 
with the control of his person or property. 

4. When the issue arises collaterally—that is, upon the determination of 
the quality of the party’s civil act, as being valid or invalid, or of his un- 
lawful act, as being i:nocent or criminal—the question is whether, by reasons 


920) EDITORIAL. 


of mental disease, the party was unable to comprehend the nature of the 
lact, its relations, effects and legal consequences.” 


(Buswell on Insanity, pp. 28, 24, $18.) 


‘In former times the law was inclined to regard the human mind as an 
integer, and to hold that if the subject were lunatic, he was alike incapable 
of performing civil acts, or of being affected with criminal responsibility. 
So that it was held, that in order to excuse his unlawful acts, the subject 
must be totally deprived of his understanding and his memory, and Sir 
MatrHew HALE laid down the arbitrary rule, that one who had ordinarily 
such understanding asachild of fourteen years has, might be guilty of 
treason or felony. But the law of the present day recognizes the principle, 
that the capacity or responsibility of the subject, in respect of any act civil 
or criminal, is to be ascertained only by inquiring, whether by reason of the 
existence of mental disease, the doer of the act was unable reasonably to 
comprehend its nature, relations, effects and legal consequences.” (Ibid ; 
Preface. ) 

‘The delusions which indicate such insanity as will relieve its subject 
from criminal responsibility, must be such as relate to facts and objects, not 
mere wrong moral notions or impressions, and the aberration must be 
mental, not moral merely.” (Ibid., p. 14, $11.) 


Mr. JUSTICE CURTIS: 

“<The law is not a medical or a metaphysical science. Its search is after 
those practical rules which may be administered without inhumanity, for 
the security of civil society, by protecting it from crime. And therefore it 
inquires not into the peculiar constitution of mind of the accused, or what 
weaknesses, or even disorder he was afflicted with, but solely whether he 
was capable of having, and did have, a criminal intent.” 


SUPREME COURT OF CONNECTICUT, HosMER, C. J.: 

“Tf a man be legally compos mentis, be he wise or unwise, he is the dis- 
poser of his property, and his will stands as a reason for his actions. 
* *  * ~~ But it would demand great consideration before it should be 
affirmed, that the mere knowledge of the act a person is doing, which, for 
aught I can discover, may be asserted, of an idiot, would constitute him 
compos mentis, I think he must know something of the nature and conse- 
quences of the act. * * * Itisa fact, universally known, that a person 
may be ron compos mentis and yet possess great vigor of intellect and unusual 
power of reasoning. * * * His mindis unsound by reason of the delusive 
sources of thought. All his deductions within the scope of his malady 
being founded on the assumption of matters as realities, without any foun 
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dation, or so distorted, and disfigured by fancy as in effect to amount to the 


same thing.” 
(Hale vs. Hills, 8 Conn., 39 (1880). 


ALABAMA SUPREME COURT: 

‘We do not subscribe to the proposition that the term non compos mentis 
necessarily denotes a total deprivation or destruction of the intellectual 
powers. It denotes unsoundness of mind; not mere mental weakness, but 
a diseased or unhealthy mind,” 

(Carmichael zn ve, 86 Ala.; 514.) 


MASSACHUSETTS STATUTE 
Provides that the words ‘‘‘nsane person,” and “‘ lunatic” shall include every 
idiot, non compos, lunatic, insane and distracted person. 
(Pub. Stat. Mass., C. 3, §1, Cl. 10.) 


CHIEF Justice HornsLtower, of New Jersey, said, as to moral insanity 
in State vs. Spencer : 

“T cannot yield to the doctrine, which has been suggested, founded upon 
what is called ‘ moral insanity,’ that— 

‘Every man, however learned and intellectual, who, regardless of the 
laws of God and man, is guilty of murder or other high and disgraceful 
crime is most emphatically insane. Such doctrine would lead to the most 
pernicious consequences, and it would very soon come to be a question for 
the jury, whether the enormity of the act was not in itself sufficient evidence of 
such insanity, and then the more horrible the act the greater would be the 
evidence of such insanity.” 

(State vs. Spencer, 1 Zab., 196 (1846). ) 


CureFr Justice Gipson, of Pennsylvania : 
“There isa moral or homicidal insanity consisting of an irresistible in- 


clination’ to kill. * * * ‘The doctrine which recognizes this mania is 
dangerous in its relations, and can be recognized only in the clearest cases. 
‘It ought to be shown to have been habitual, or at least, to have evinced 
itself in more than a single instance. is * . 
“If juries were to allow it as a general motive operating in cases of ‘this 
character, its recognition would destroy social order, as well as personal 


safety.” 
(Commonwealth of Pa. vs. Mosler, 4 Penn. St., 266.) 
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Warp Isuanp INVESTIGATION. —The report of the 
Standing Committee of the State Board of Charities 
to the State Board, of the investigation into the man- 
agement of the insane at Ward’s Island, has been made, 
and we are indebted to Hon. Oscar Craig, Chairman, for 
a COpy. | 

It condemns the general management of the institu- 
tion by the Commissioners of Charities and Corrections. 

It finds that the insane have been harshly and brutally 
treated by attendants, and condemns in strong terms 
the system, as it now exists, of employing attendants, 
and characterizes the attendants themselves as wholly 
unfit for the place and duty. . 

The fatalities in several institutions due to brutality 
of attendants is a crying evil and needs immediate pub- 
lic attention. . 

From our standpoint the Mayor should hold the Com- 
missioners of Charities and Corrections responsible for 
the conduct of these attendants. 

President Porter should take just the same interest in 
having the insane kindly treated that he would in 
having them well fed or clothed. It is said that he gives 
his whole time to this office. We venture to suggest 
that one hour a day be devoted by this official to reform 
of these terrible abuses. — 

An entirely different class of attendants should be 
employed. Better wages, if need be, paid to secure 
them. Kindness and gentleness, with a good character, 
should be the indispensable pre-requisite to employment, 
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This investigation has shown that in the year 1886 
eighty attendants were dismissed for cause, of whom 
twenty-three were dismissed for intoxication, three for 
being intoxicated while on duty in the wards, and five for 
striking patients, while the discharges during the year, 
called honorable, embraced one-half of the whole staff of 
attendants. 

How can we expect proper care of the patients of this 
institution under such a condition of things ? 

Dr. McDONALD is not to blame for this abuse, except, 
perhaps, in not more strenuously insisting upon its 
correction. , 

He does not select the attendants. He has only the 
power of dismissal, which he seems to have used very 
freely. 

The Commissioners themselves are responsible, and 
the Mayor should insist upon a change, or obtain other 
Commissioners. This would secure the proper attend- 
ants. | 
The report calls attention to other grave abuses, but 
this is the crowning scandal of it all. Brutality of at- 
tendants seems to be the rule, not the exception, and 
until a complete revolution is made we may expect 
broken ribs and general scandals, of abuse of patients 
at Ward’s Island. | 

It is not enough, as is usual, to blame and censure the 
doctors. They are not to blame. It is first the Com- 
missioners, and if they neglect their duties it is then me 
Mayor and the Governor. The report says : 
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‘“‘The fair presumption is against the moral or personal fitness of bar- 
tenders to fill the responsible office of attendants of the insane, and 
that the proofs show that the majority who fill this responsible office 
are not only of questionable antecedents and character, but that many of 
them are decidedly rough and coarse or untrustworthy, if not positively 
bad.” 

Tue LonpoN AND INTERNATIONAL CoNGRESS oF INE- 
BRIETY, held July 6, 1837, under the auspices of the 
London Society for the study and cure of Inebriety was a 
reat SUCCESS. 

The President, Dr. Norman Kerr gave the opening 
address. That part of it referring to the Meprco-LEGAL 
relations of Inebriety deserves a place in our columns, 
which want of present space forbids. 

Dr. Cameron, M. P.—-Gave an address, historical in 
character, of the movementin Kngland and the DaLRYM- 
PLE Home at Rickmonsworth. 

Dr. T. D. CRoTHERS gave an address on ‘‘ Inebriety and 
Inebriate Hospitals in America.” 

Papers were read before the Congress by : 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, President International Congress of 
Chicago on ‘‘ The Physical Aspect of Inebriety.” 

By CLARK Bey, Esg., of New York, on the relation 
of Intemperance to Insanity. 

By Dr. Epwarp Mann, of Brooklyn, on ‘‘ The 
Pathology of Inebriety.” | | 

By Dr. Lewis Mason, of Fort Hamilton, N. Y., on 
‘The Relation which Disease has to Alcoholic Inebriety.” 

CHEVALIER PROSKOWETY on “‘ Inebriety in Austria.” 

Pror, Binz, on ‘“‘ German Law of Inebriety.” 
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Rev. J. W. Horstey, on ‘‘ Observations on Inebriety.” 
9) 
Dr. PETITHAN, on ‘‘ Legislation for Inebriety.” 
ABEL Dickson, on ‘‘ Asylums for Inebriates in Lon- 
) y 
don.” 


SURGEON Masor PRINGLE, M. D., on ‘‘ Homicidal and 
Suicidal Inebriety.” 

Dr. ALFRED CARPENTER, on ‘‘ Meeting place of Vice 
and Disease.” 7 

Dr. JOSEPH PANNISH, ‘‘Is there a climacteric period in 
Inebriety ?” 

Dr. MOELLER, ‘‘ Inebriety in Belgium.” 

Rev. Dr. DE COLLEVILLE, ‘‘Continental Legislation 
for Inebriates” an address by Dr. Wright of Bellefontane 
Ohio, and a Chairman’s address by Dr. B. Warp 
RICHARDSON. 

There was a reception to Dr. T. D. CROTHERS, editor 
of the American Journal of Inebriety, a grand banquet 
and a visit to the Dalrymple Home. 

Dr. A. Moter has been elected General Secretary of 
the Medico-Legal Society of France, in the place of Dr. 
Th. Gallard, deceased. : 

This is an admirable selection. Dr. Motet has a large 
practical knowledge of the subject, and his studies pecul- 
iarly fit him for the position. 

He is at the head of a leading private asylum in Paris, 
is an English as well as French scholar, which Dr. Gal- 
lard unfortunately was not. Dr. Motet takes a deep in- 
terest in the advance of Forensic Medicine in Foreign 
Countries, and we feel sure that the American and 
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French Societies will be on much more intimate rela- 
tions, and be in closer accord than was possible under 
the secretaryship of Dr. Gallard, owing to his ignorance 
of the English language and to the fact that the English 
Literature of Medical Jurisprudence was substantially a 
sealed book to him. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AT WASHINGTON. 

Returning from a trip abroad in the English, French 
and Belgian Capitals, just as our current number goes 
to press, we look in American journals for a resume of 
the Washington International Congress. as to thé sec- 
tions or branches that would interest our readers. 

We find that our enterprising confreres of Philadelphia, 
The Medical Register, who published a daily during 
the session, gives us very little light as to the work of 
the section on Psychology, and we find that there was no 
work at all upon Medical Jurisprudence or Forensic 
Medicine, per se. 

The Mrepican REcorD, which attempts to give a resume 
is so unsatisfactory, as to the section presided over 
by Dr. Andrews of the Buffalo, N. Y. State Asylum. 

As we go to press, the most reliable reswme we have 
seen is that of the London Lancet, of date of Sept. 10, 
1887, which has been printed in London, and crossed the 
ocean to us on the 19th of September, from which we are 
enabled to give our readers an idea of the labors in Neu- 
rology and Psychology. 

This is a singular, we may say remarkable commen- 
tary on the want of enterprise which characterizes 
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American Medical Publishers, and the splendid achieve- 
ments in this field of our British Confreres. We learn 


that the following papers were read or contributed : 
Dr. Jupson P. ANDREWS, ‘‘ The Distribution and Care 


of the Insane in the United States.” 

Dr. FIELDING BLANDFORD, of London, on ‘‘ The Treat- 
ment of Insanity in the Private Houses and Asylums.”’ 

Dr. Hack TuKk, ‘*‘ Modes of Providing for Insane and 
Idiots in United States and Great Britain,” and on the 
‘*Rapprochment of American and British Alienists in 
Regard to the Employment of Mechanical Restraints.” 

Dr. Henry M. Hur, of Pontiac, Mich., ‘The Religious 
Delusions of the Insane.” 

PROFESSOR MENDEL, of Berlin, read a paper on ‘‘ The 
Origin of the Upper Facial Nerve.” 

Dr. KE. A. Homesr, of Helsingfors, Finland, ‘‘ Histo- 
logical Alterations following Amputation in the Periph- 
eral Nerves, the Spinal Gangliz and the Marrow.” 

Dr. OTTO, a paper on ‘‘ Nucleus Staining by Analine 
Dyes.” 

Dr. J. Lanapon Down, of London, ‘‘ Cases Illus- 
trating the Prow-shaped Cranium with Neurotic Dis- 
ease.” 

Dr. Gro. H. SAVAGE, on ‘* Syphilis in its Relations to 
Insanity.” 

Dr. INGRAM, of Washington, Dy, Cs on. Gunshot 
Wounds of Spinal Cord.” 

Dr. DANIEL CLARK, of Toronto, Canada, on ‘‘ Re- 
missions and Intermissions in Insanity.” 3 
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Dr Horace WARDNER, of Arma, IIl., on ‘“Occupa- 
tion for the Insane.” | 

Dr. Bower, of Bedford, England, on‘‘ Occupation for 
insane in Private Hospitals in England.” 

Dr. THEO W. FISHER, ‘‘ Monomania and its Modern 
Equivalent.” 

Dr. WALTER CHANNING, of Brookline, Mass., read a 
paper entitled ‘‘The International Classification of 
Mental Disease.” He also read a paper by Dr. BAn- 
NISTER, Of Kankakee, IIL., entitled ‘*‘ Note on the Classi- 
fication of Insanity.” 

Dr. C. H. Huaues, of St. Louis, a paper on ‘‘ The 
True Nature and Definition of Insanity.” | 

Dr. W. L. SCHENCK, of Boise City, Kansas, read a 
paper entitled ‘‘ The Relation of State Medicine to Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence.” 

The Congress was the largest ever held, and the 
arrangements to entertain the delegates were very 
elaborate and successful. Large number of medical 
men from the West and South were in attendance, the 
whole number attending being stated to be nearly © 
five thousand, though the absence of prominent mem- 
bers of the profession from New York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia and the Kast generally was noticed, due to the 
unfortunate circumstances attending the preliminary 
arrangements of the Congress. 


PRIZES FOR ESSAYS ON MEDICO-LEGAL SUBJECTS. 
The Mrepico-LEGAL Society oF New YorK announces 
the following prizes for original essays on any subject - 
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within the domain of medical jurisprudence or Forensic 
Medicine: 

1. For the best essay—-ONnE HUNDRED DOLLARS, to be 
known as the ELLiorr Ff’. SHEPARD PRIZE. 

2. For the second best essay—SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS. 

3. For the third best essay—Firry DOLLARS 

The prizes to be awarded by a commission, to be 
named by the President of the Society, which ul be 
hereafter announced. 

Competition will be limited to active, honorary and 
corresponding members of the Society at the time the 
award is made. 

It is intended to make these prizes open to all students 
of Forensic Medicine throughout the world, as all com- 
petitors may apply for membership in the society, 
which now has active members in most of the American 
States, in Canada and in many foreign countries. 

All details of the award will be determined by the 
Executive Committee of the Medico-Legal Society of 
New York. 

The papers must be sent to the President of the Medico- 
Legal Society of New York, on or before April 1, 1888, 
or deposited in the Post Office, where the pone ee 
resides on or before that day. 

The name of the author of any paper will not be com- 
municated to the Committee awarding the prizes. 

All persons desiring to compete for these prizes will 
please forward their names and address to the President 
or Secretary of the Medico-Legal Society of New York. 
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In case the essay is written in a foreign tongue, it 
should be accompanied by a translation into the English 
language. 

It is hoped that all our members, whether active, 
honorary or corresponding, will take an interest in this 
effort to stimulate scientific inquiry and research in ques- 
tions relating to medical jurisprudence. 

Scientific societies in all countries are invited to lay 
this announcement before their members, and the co- 
operation of the legal, medical and public press, is re- 
spectfully solicited in bringing the subject to public 
attention. 

CLARK BELL, President, 
57 Broadway, N. Y. 

ALBERT Bacu, Secretary, 
140 Nassau St., N. Y. 


MEDICO-LEGAL PAPERS, SERIES 4 AND 5. 

The subscriptions already received, to continue the 
publication in volumes of the original papers read 
before the Medico—Legal Society of New York, besides 
those already published in volumes Nos. one, two and 
three, have already reached a sufficient number to war- 
‘rant their publication. It is highly desired that the sub- 
scriptions should reach one hundred copies, aside from 
the one hundred copies subscribed for by the Medico- 
Legal Society, so as to fully indemnify the publishers 
who take charge of the publication. 

It is proposed to issue Series or Volume 4 of Medico- 
Legal papers during the year 1878, and to follow it with 
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Series or Volume 5, as soon as practicable. The present 
list of subscribers are as follows :— 


Nore.—Members and others desiring to subscribe to this movement will 
please advise the editor of the JouRNAL, or any officer of the Society. The 
following is the subscription at the date of Septembrr 1st, 1887: 


MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 


The undersigned hereby subscribe for and agree to take of the Medico- 
Legal Society, or its assigns, the number of copies of Medico-Legal Papers, 
- Series 4 and 5, to the commencement of Medico-Legal Journal, at the price 
of $38.50 per volume in clcth, or $2.50 in naner. provided at least sixty 
copies are subscribed for. 

Dated January, 1887. 
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The original papers, which will be included in these 


volumes, include articles by 


Dr. C. R. Agnew, 

Dr. Geo. M. Beard, 

Dr. Wooster Beach, 
Clark Bell, Esq., 

Dr. A. N. Bell, 

Ernest H. Crosby, Esq., 
D. C. Calvin, Esq., 
Geo. B. Corkhil!l, Esq., 
C. A. Doremus, M. D., 
Wm. G. Davies, Esq., 
Prof. R. Ogden Doremus, 
Max F. Eller, Esq., 

Dr. T: C. Finnell, 

Dr. Albert H. Gihon, 
Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, 
Dr. R. R. McIlvaine, 
Dr, Moreau Morris, 

Dr. J. J. O'Dea, 

Dr. R. J. O’Sullivan, 
Prof. W. J. Owen, 

Dr. J. C. Peters, 

G. W. Palmer, Esq., 

O. H. Palmer, Esq., 
Dr. R. L. Parsons, 

Dr. Stephen Rogers, 
Dr. Frank Ramsay, 

H. 8. Rokenbaugh, Esq.., 


the following persons :— 


D.S. Riddle, Esq., 

Dr. Henry Raphael, 

Dr. Ed. Sanders, 

Dr. Graemme M. Hammond, 
Harry Hakes, Esq., M. D., 
Prof. F. H. Hamilton, 
A. G. Hull, Esq., 

Dr. J. G. Johnson, 

Dr. A. O. Kellogg, 

Ed. J. Loring, Esq., 
Dr. 8. N. Leo, 

Dr. Chas. A. Leale, 

Dr. E. C. Mann, 

Dr. Edward Mead, 

Dr. John T. Metcalf, 
Appleton Morgan, Esq., 
Jacob Shrady, Esq., 

Dr. W. G. Stevenson, 
William Shrady, Esgq., 
Dr. E. C. Spi'ztka, 

Dr. J. Clark Thomas, 
Dr. 8. Waterman, 

Dr: &. 8.. Wight, 

Dr. R. Witthaus, 

O. W. Wight, M. D., 
Dr. Chas. 8S. Wood, 
Geo. H. Yeaman, Esq., 
And others. 
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The volume will contain about 500 to 550 pages, and 
will be embellished with portraits after the style of Series 
or Volume 3. The price will be in cloth $3.50 and paper 
$2.50. 

All members of the Society, subscribers to the Journal, 
authors of papers, libraries and others who are willing 
to subscribe, will please notify the editor of this Journal 
of the number of copies they will take, and it is hoped 
that enough subscribers will be obtained at once to make 
at least one hundred, 

A copy of this statement will be sent the authors of 
papers, who will be allowed to subscribe for additional 
copies at the reduced price, for all future subscriptions, of 
$3.00 cloth and $2.00 paper, if notice is at once sent the 
editor of this Journal or Mr. Albert Bach, ee at 
No. 146 Nassau Street. 





VACATIONS ABROAD—It has been our good fortune to 
take our outing, the past summer upon the Atlantic 
ocean, and in foreign countries. 

We were present by invitation, at the June meeting of 
the British Medico-Psychological Association, and took 
part in the debate, upon the criticisms made by eminent 
members of that body, upon the action of the Govern- 
ment in inserting a clause, in the proposed new lunacy 
statutes, requiring judicial sanction to the commitment 
of the insane. 

We think American experience and opinion, in both 
professions, would be in favor of such action, and that 


234 EDITORIAL. 


the fears entertained by British medical men, as to its 
work, would be wholly dispelled by a trial. We were 
the guest also of the same body at its annual banquet, 
given at the ‘‘Ship” at Greenwich, and tasted of most 
of the seventeen courses of fish that has made, ‘‘ the 
white bait dinner” given at that celebrated hostelry, 
famous and world renowned. 

Our thanks are especially due to Drs. D. Hack Tuke, 
Geo. H. Savage, H. Rayner, John Abercrombie, Vivian 
Poore, Henry Maudsley, Norman Kerr, Jabez Hogg, 
B. Ward Richardson, Mr. Ernest Hart, The Marquis de 
Leuville, Mr. Thomas Cave, M. P., Mr. Henry 8S. Welcome, 
Governor Waller, and others for entertainments, dinners 
and receptions that made, and serve to make London the 
most delightful capital in the world, to the foreign visitor. 

We had a good look at Bethlem Hospital, and the 
large asylum at Hanwell under Dr. Rayner’s charge, 
and was glad to meet Drs. Clouston, Urquhart and many 
others of the English and Scotch superintendents and 
alienists. 

In Belgium, we visited, the Hospice Guislain at 
Ghent, in charge of Dr. Jules Morel, the splendid new 
asylum at Tournai, of which Dr. F. Lentz is superin- 
tendent, and the insane colony at Gheel, as well as the 
asylum there under Dr. Peeters, not forgetting the 
church and shrine of St. Dymphna. 

We were the guest of Dr. Desguin in the lovely city cf 
Antwerp, of Dr. Jules Morel in Ghent, of the Brothers of 
St. Vincent de Paul at Moll, as well as at Tournai, and 
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shall remember with heartfelt and unalloyed pleasure 
the warmth and kindness, of that charming hospitality, 
so characteristic of her citizens, which made our visit 
and stay in Belgium a delight. 

_ We were very glad to assist at the July session of the 
Society of Mental Medicine, in the beautiful Belgian 
capital, and to take the hands of Prof. Lefebvre, Dr. Leon 
de Rode, Dr. Vermeulen,,Prof, Heger and others. 

The new Palais de Justice, is certainly the finest build- 
ing of this kind, as we believe, in all the world, and is a 
credit to the taste and pride of the Belgian people. 

‘We are under obligations to Monsieur Lentz of Brus- 
sels, of the Law Department of the Government, for 
attentions, and for copies of the Belgian statutes, 
relating to Lunacy and the reports, as to her insane 
asylums, and charitable institutions. We must not 
omit our obligations to the Brothers of St. Vincent de 
Paul, and especially the brother superior at Tournai 
and at Moll, to Brother Rudolph, and our friend and 
companion du voyage at Gheel, Brother Edouard, super- — 

ior in charge at the Hospice Guislain. 

It is these men who have at the asylum at Tournai 
and Hospice Guislain, the whole charge and care of the 
insane, except in medical matters, and to whom in my 
opinion, so much is due for the excellent condition and 
morale of these institutions. 

In Paris we were the guest of Prof. Ball, who invited 
several medical men and their wives to meet us at din- 
ner with his charming family, of Dr. Maanan at St. 
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Anne, with whom we breakfasted, of Moret, who is the 
new Secretary-General of the French Medico-Legal So- 
ciety, and of Luraup, who will come to Ameiica next 
year. 

We visited SALPETRIERE and met Dr. FaLret and saw 
his service, but our visit was unfortunate in date, as we 
missed Prof. Charcot, Dr. Christian of Charenton, Dr. 
Penard, Dr. Socquet, Dr. Ach Foville, Dr. Ritti, Dr. 
Grassi, Emile Hourteloup, the President of the French 
Medico-Legal Society, and several others, who were 
absent from Paris, on their vacation. 

We know of _n0 better or more enjoyable way, of 
spending a summer vacation, than to devote twenty days 
of it, to the healthful rest of an ocean voyage, and one 
or two weeks each to London,' Paris, and the chief cities 
of Belgium. As ‘‘we should speak well of the bridge that 
carries us safe over,” we are glad to mention in terms 
of high praise ‘‘ THE Gurion LINE,” whose vessels, cui- 
sine, courtesy of officers and general care of their pas- 
sengers, are aS we think, second to none upon the 
Atlantic ocean. 

THE MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE OF INEBRITY. 

At the November meeting of the Medico-Legal — 
Society the evening will be devoted to the discussion of 
this subject. | ? 

Short papers have been promised by Dr. Joseph Par- 
rish of New Jersey, Dr. T. D. Crothers of Connecticut, 
Dr. Norman Kerr of London, Dr. Kd. C. Mann of 
Brooklyn, Dr. Wright of Bellefontaine, Ohio, and 
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several others have been invited and are expected to 
read short papers on the medical side, and prominent 
members on the legal side will take part in the discus- 
sion, which must excite interest in the society. 





Persona. Mr. Clark Bell has been elected an 
honorary member of the Medico-Legal Society of Chi- 
cago. 





Dr. FIELDING BLANDFORD.—Mr. CLARK BELL enter- 
tained Dr. BLANDFoRD, of London, at luncheon on the 
eve of his sailing for Europe. The following American 
alienists were invited to be present : 

Dr. Pliny Earl, Massachusetts; Dr. Henry P. Stearns, 
of Hartford Retreat; Dr. C. H. Hichols, of Blooming- 
dale Asylum; Dr. W. W. Godding, of Government 
Asylum, Washington; Dr. Th. H. Kellogg, late of 
Ward’s Island; Dr. Walter Channing, of Brookline, Mass. ; 
Dr. Barstow, of Flushing Asylum ; Dr. A. EK. Macdonald, 
of Ward’s Island ; Dr. Burrall, of Canandaigua Asylum; 
Dr. Geo. C. 8. Choate, of Pleasantville Asylum ; Dr. 
Fordyce Barker, New York Academy of Medicine; Dr. 
M. Allen Starr, of New York; Dr. Ira Russell, of Win- 
chendon, Mass.; Dr. W. G. Stevenson, of Pough- 
keepsie ; Dr. Buttolph of New Jersey ; Dr. Joseph Par- 
rish, of Burlington, N. J. Dr. BLANDFORD returned by 
the Umbria, and takes with him the warm wishes of his 
American admirers, who wsvill remember his visit with 
pleasure. 


MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY OF CHICAGO, 


Bier se ot 


Medico-Legal Society of Chicago. Second annual 
meeting held June 4, 1887, in parlor forty-four Grand 
Pacific Hotel, President D. A. K. Steele presiding. | 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following gentlemen, upon recommendation of 
the Executive Committee, were unanimously elected to 
acting membership: Dr. Henry Gradle, Dr. C. D. 
Winscott, Dr. J. H. McDonald, Dr. J. E. Hooper and 
Dr. J. W. Hliles. | 

Dr. E. J. Doering gave notice, through the Secretary, 
that at the next meeting of the Society he would move 
the following amendment to the constitution, to be 
known as Act 10, Section 4. 

“The Society may elect, by unanimous vote, distin- 
guished ‘physicians and lawyers to honorary member- 
ship. Honorary members shall be exempt from assess- 
ment and payment of all dues, and shall enjoy the 
privileges usually accorded to honorary membership.” 

The report of [the Treasurer, Dr. EH. W. Andrews, 
was read, and on motion of Dr. Doering referred to an 
auditing committee to be appointed by the Chair. Dr.. 
Winters and Dr. Mortin were appointed to comprise this 
committee. 
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The Society then elected the following officers for the 
ensuing year : 

President, Dr. E. J. Doering; First Vice- pi arent 
Dr. Boedne Bettman; Second Vice-President, Eric 
Winters, Esq. ; ro Dr. L. L. McArthur ; Secre- 
tary, Dr. Scott Helm. 

The retiring President, Dr. D. A. K. Steele, then de- 
livered his valedictory address : 

Dr. Earle and Dr. Schaefer were then appointed a 
committee of. escort to President-elect Doering. 

Mr. Winters, on behalf of the auditing committee, 
reported back the accounts of the Treasurer as correct, 
recommending that a copy of the same be made and filed 
with the Secretary. 

In accordance with a motion made by Dr. Henry T. 
Byford, the report of the committee was unanimously 
accepted. The report of the committee appointed at the 
March meeting to take action on Dr. Sawyer’s paper on 
‘‘The Defects of the Present System of Coroners’ In- 
quests ” was deferred until the next meeting. 


Adjourned. | 
Scorr Heim, M. D., 


Secretary. 
MASS. MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 

RooMS OF THE Boston MepicaAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

June 7, 1887. 
The tenth annual meeting was called to order at 11.20 
A. M., by President Winsor. Twenty members were 
present. Records of the last meeting were read and 

approved. | | 
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Medical Examiner Holt, of the committee to prepare 
a blank form to be used in reporting autopsies, made his 
report, recommending a printed form which he presented 
and also advised the purchase by each medical examiner 
of Virchow’s Post Mortem Examinations. The report 
was_accepted, and Medical Examiner Holmes moved the 
adoption of the printed forms. Considerable discussion 
ensued, and it was finally voted to reconsider the vote 
accepting the report of the committee, and to refer the 
blank form to itagain, with request to report at the next 
meeting of the society. Voted on motion of Medical 
Examiner Wright, that a copy of the blank form be sent 
to each member, with the request that he examine it 
and suggest to the Committee any changes that seem 
desirable. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year ; 

President, F. Winsor, M. D 

Vice-President, J. G. Pinkham, M. D. 

Treasurer, C. C. Power, M. D. 

Corresponding Secretary, B. H. Hartwell, M. D. 

Recording Secretary, W. H. Taylor, M. D. 

Standmg Committee, F. W. Draper, M. D., 8. D. Pres- 

brey, M. D., A. F. Holt, M. D. 

President Winsor announced the death of G.P. Pratt, 

M. D., of Cohasset, a member of this Society. 


Medical Examiner Tower briefly referred to the life 
and character of Dr, Pratt. 
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On recommendation of the Executive Board the following 
gentlemen were elected to active membership: 
Medical Examiner J. W. Spooner, of Bingham. 

ee a J. Alban Kite, of Nantucket. 
s oe Ne Durell, of Somerville. 
: Wm. Holbrook, of Palmer. 
W. F. Stevens, of Stoneham. 
G. M. Morse, of Clinton. 
J. G. Hayes, of Ipswich. 

Charles Harrington, M. D., of Boston, and Hosea King- 
man, Esq., District Attorney for the Southeastern Dis- 
trict, were elected Associate Members. 

Voted to adjourn. 

W. H. Tayior, 


Secretary. 


TOXICOLOGICAL. 





IMBIBITION of Potsons.—The response of Prof. John J. 
Reese to the inquiry raised in the June number of: this 
journal as to the scientific feasibility of discriminating 
between cases of death by poison administered during 
life, from those where the poison was inducted into the 
abdominal cavity after death, appears in our columns. 
We should be glad to hear from the chemists of all the 
world upon this topic. 

How can science detect the murderer who poisons his 
victim with arsenic or other toxic agents, and then after 
death, at once, under pretext of embalming the body, 
fills the abdominal cavity with a strong solution which is 
absorbed ? 

We hope to hear from Dr. Thos. Stevenson and the 
the English chemists and analysists upon this question ; 
from Prof. Dragendorf and the Russian scientists. From 
Brouardel and the French chemists. From Otto and the 
Germans; and indeed from men of science in all lands 
to whom we commend the questions raised in our June 
number, and tne interesting paper of Prof. Reese, our 
distinguished American chemist, upon this subject. 


JOURNALS AND BOOKS. 


THe Law QuarTERLY Review. Prof. F. Pollock, M.A. LL. D., Editor 
(London). ij 


The July number contains : Two papers on the Land Transfer Bill. 1. 
By Hugh M. Humphrey. 2. By C. H. Sargent. The Dean of Exeter by 
Ed. A. Freeman. The Bill of Sale Acts, E. Cooper Willis, Q.C. Emi- 
-nent Domain, by Carman F. Randolph. Legal Composition, by J. G. 
Mackay. English Law, by Prof. Pollock. 


Cuicaco Law Times. Catherine V. Waite, Editor (Chicago). 


The July number contains a portrait of John Jay, Chief Justice, and the 
following articles: International Copyright Union. The President’s 
Vetoes, by Melville W. Fuller. Suffrage a Right of Citizenship, by Charles 
B. Waite. Lysander Spooner, by William Brockett. A Celebrated Case— 
The Kerr vs. Philips Case. The Medico-Legal Department, by Marshall 
D. Ewell, Esq. : 


THE JOURNAL OF JURISPRUDENCE AND ScorrisH Law Maaazine. 
(Edinburgh). 

The September number contains the following articles: The Secretary 
for Scotland. A Great Scottish Legal House. The Infraction of Evidence. 
The Decrease in Litigation. The Sheriff of Lanarkshire Bill. Conditions 
upon Creditors. Services of Experts in Judicial Inquiries. 


THE CanapiIAN Law Times. E. Douglass Ameer, Esq., Editor. Toronto, 
Canada. 

The August and September numbers contain: Editorial articles on 
Ontario Legislation and Lis Pendens. Editorial Review on Reports. 
Vacation. Codification Disallowance. Unlicensed Practitioners. Is the 
Third Party Rule Modern? Occasional Notes are continued and the 
Review of Exchanges. 

Tue AMERICAN Law REGISTER (Philadelphia). 


The July and August numbers are on our table. The original articles 
are “Color of Tile” and ‘‘Constitutional Statutory Jurisdiction.” The 
ecent American Decisions are noticed in the State and United States 
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Courts and the “Abstract of recents decisions,” keep well up with the 
Courts of last month in most of the States as wel! as in the Federal Courts. 


AMERICAN LAW Review. Editors: Lucien Eaton, S. D. Thompson, St. 
Louis. (St. Louis, Mo.) Leonard A. Jones, Boston. 


The July-August number contains: The Boycott as Ground for Damages, 
by John K. Wagner. Sunday Idleness, by James T. Ringold. Sueing 
Receivers in Foreign Jurisdictions, by Eugene McQuillin. Services of Ex- 
perts, by Clemens Herschell. Municipal Warrants, by Charles Burke Elliott, 
with Editorial Notes of value to every lawer, 


ARCHIVES OF CLINICAL PSYCHIATRY AND NERVO-PAaTHoLoGy. (St. Peters- 
“burgh, Russia.) Mierzejensky, Editor. 

Vol. 5, No. 1 contains: A Case of Idio*y, by Privat Doc Danillo. The 
Pathology of the Central Nervous System in Senile Dementia, by D. Bella- 
kovar. The Posterior root in the Spinal Cord, by Prof. Bechterev. Of the 
Central ending of the Third faciae Nerve. The Central Ending of the Audi 
tory Nerve, by Prof. Becterev. Para myoclonus multiplex, by Dr. R. Y. 
Balken. The number concludes with a critique and a review of books. 


JOURNAL OF MrentTaL ScreNncE. D. Hack Tuke and George H. Savage, 

Editors. 

The July number, 1887, contains original articles by A. Campbell Clarke, 
M. D., on Aetiology, Pathology and Treatment of Puerperal Insanity. Jas. 
G. Kiernan, M. D., American Problems in Psychiatry. P. J. Kovalewsky, 
Folie du Doute. Rev. W. J. Davies, D.D., The True Theory of Induction. 
Dr. C. Heimann, Cocaine in Mental Disorders. The usual Clinical Notes 
and Cases follow. The reviews are quite extended, and those also of the 
English and Scotch asylum reports. The meetings of the British Medico- 
Psychological Association are carefully reported and its work. 


ANNALES MEpDICO-PsYCHOLOGIQUE. (Paris.) Chief Editors: Baillarger Ach- 

Foville and Ritti. 

The May, 1887, number contains a chronique by Foville of the working of 
the law in L[llinois requiring the verdict of a jury to commit the insane 
mainly extracted from an article in the Laternational Record of Charities and 
Correction. The original papers are, Un Degenere Heéréditaire by Drs. 
H. Mabille and J. Ramadier. Délére Hypochondriaque et du délére Am- 
bitieux, by Dr. Baillarger. Treatment dn délére Epileptique, by Dr. 
Bessierne. Dr. E. Regiscontributes the Archives Cliniques. In the Medico- 
Legal Department, Dr. A. Giraud resumé at length the remarkable case 
known as the Lombardi case, arising at Geneva, Switzerland in 1885. Dr. 
Giraud cites the various opinions of the different experts that have been con- 
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sulted on this case, which he reviews. This conflict of views are remark- 
able. Dr. Charpentier furnishes a detailed statement of the transaction of 
the Societie de Medico-Psychologique at the January and February Session, 
1887, with a full analysis of the papers read and of the debates. The 
reviews contain an extended and interesting review of the action of the 
Paris Academy of Medicine on Somnambulism, contributed by Dr. Mesnet, 
and of acontribution by Dr. Christian to the Paris Societe of Medicine in 
March, 1887, on “‘Apropos du Surmenage Cerebral.” 


Books, Journals & Pamphlets Received. 





THE Society oF Menta MepicinE or BELGrIuM.—Through Dr. JULES 
More. Nos. 1 to 20, and Nos. 85 and 386 of the ‘‘ Bulletin de la Societe”’ 
de Medecine Mentale de Belgique 

Dr. Maanan, (Paris.)—Expose des Titres et Travaux, Scientifiques du 
Docteur V. Maanan, 1886. . 

Dr. A. Luraup, (Paris.)—Etude sur les Hopitaux d isolement en angle- 
rre. By Lutaud and Walter Douglas Hogg (1886.) Etude Medico Legale 
sur les ASSURANCES SUR LA VIE et le Secret Medical. G. Stemhill, Pub- 
lisher (1887.) . 

Dr. A. Moret, (Paris.)—Bulletin Tome IX—2d partie Societie de 
Medicine Legale de France (1887.) Les Faus Temoinguages des enfants 
devant la justice, (1887. ) 

EDWIN CHADWICK, Esq., C. B.—Alternative Remedies for Ireland (1887.) 
The Elementary Education question and the half time system (1887.) 

Dr. D. Hack Tuxe.—Judge and Doctor (1887,) The After Care Asso- 
ciation (1887.) Apropos de-une- Visite a GHEEL par Dr. Hack Tuke, traduit 
par M. A. Claus. Eleve interne ala Hospice Guislain (1885.) Portrait 
sketch of the elder Tuke. History of the insane in the British Isles. 

Dr. Victor DeEseuIn, (Antwerp.)--Les Symptomes Cerebraux du 
Rhumatisme (1870.) La Stigmatisie d Anvers. Review of Dr. Erlenmeyers 
memoir upon symptom and treatment of Mental Diseases. Un cas de 
Rhumatism Cerebral (1871.) Rapport sur les Moyens a opposer a luabus 
croisant des boissons alcoholiques (1872.) De I’ abus des Boissons Alcoholi- 
ques (1878). Du Cuivre—en thereapeutiques et en Hygiene (1886.) Le 
treatment des la Thtisie Pulmonaire (1887.) Sur le Nervoisme du notre 
epoque, (1885.) : 

Dr. F. Lentz, (Tournai.)—Notice Sur 1 asile des Homme Alienes a 
Tournai. 

Dr. Norman Kerr.—Proceedings of the Colonial and International 
Congress of Inebriety (London), 1887. 

W. B. Ripees.—_My Rambles Through Bible Lands (1886). 

Dr. GrorGE H. Ronz.—Recent Advances in Preventive Medicine (1887). 

Dr. Jonn H. Ravucu.——Report Ill. State Board of Health (July, 1887). 
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Hon. Oscar Cratc.—Report of State Board of Charities and Correction 
on Ward’s Island Investigation. 

Dr. E. FLETCHER INGALLS,—Suppurative Inflammation of the Autrum. 
Incubation of the Larynx (1887). 


Dr. C. W. Moorr.—Advances in Medicine and Surgery in Forty Years 
(1887). 

Dr. W., E. Evans —Thirtieth Transactions, Mo. Medical Association 
(1887). 

Dr. A. R. Urquhart.—Sixtieth Annual Report. Muney’s Royal Asylum, 
at Perth, Scotland (1887). / 

ScotcH BoarpD or Lunacy Commissrons.—Twenty-ninth Annual Re- 
port (1887). 

JAMES HENDRIE Lioyp, M. D.—Moral Insanity in its Medico-Legal 
Aspects (1887). 

Dr. A. V. PARK.—Case of Pyelitis (1887). 

Raupa L. Parsons, M. D.—Classification of Mental Diseases (1887). 

Dr. Frep. H. Wixes.—Ninth Biennial “Report of State Board of 
Charities of Illinois (1887). 

G. W. H. Kemrrer. M. D.—Practical Thoughts for Physicians (1887). 

Amos G. Hutu, Esq.—State Medicine (18877). 

Ropert C. Fox, LL. D.—Announcement of National Medical College, 
Washington, D. C. (1887). 

J. B. BArLLinRE et fils.—Traite Complet. 1’ Examen Medical dans les As- 
surances sur la vie (1887). 

Dr. ALBRECHT ERLENMEYER.—Die Morphiumsucht und Ihre Behand- 
lung. (p. 462.) (Louis Heuser (1887). 

WiwuraM G. Stevenson, M.D.—Genius and Mental Disease (1887). 

Dr. G. A. TuckEer.—Files of Sidney and Australian Newspapers (1887). 
—Lunacy in Many Lands. 

Hon. Oscar Carie,—Report of State Board of Charters Committee on 
Ward Island Investigation, 


THH MAGAZINES. 


Tue Kcuecric for October is a supers number and contains sixteen choice 
selections from the leading reviews. 


Lippincott for October is out. It contains Louise Stockton’s story ‘‘Apple 
Seed and Brier Thorn,” and has its usually good table of contents. | 


GopEy’s Lapy’s Boox.—Mrs. Croly (Jennie June) has assumed editorial 
control of this old and valued journal, and its pages are racy, sparkling 
and full of interest. 


THe ATLANTIC Montruity—Continues Paul Patchoff. Dr. Holmes’ One 
Hundred Days in Europe and ‘‘The Second Sin,” in Octoberjnumber. ‘“‘ An 
Uncloseted Skeleton, The Secret of the Far East and Emerson’s Genius, 
are among its articles. 


BuLLETIN BEeLeran Socrety Menta Mepicrne (No. 45, 2d fasic).— 
Contains a portrait of the Guislain statue and an account of the proceedings 
at its unveiling at Ghent last July, with the addresses, besides two papers 
contributed by Dr. Lentz of Tournai. 


Tuer AscLEPIAD.—-Dr. B. Ward Richardson devotes the last number to 
an epitome of the Great advancements made in medicine during the reign 
of Victoria, which he styles the ‘‘ Victoria Era.” 


Tue ALIENIST AND Neuro uocisr.—The July number is an exceedingly 
able. and interesting one, and Dr. Hughes is making this journal one of the 
ablest in its domain in the world. . 


JOURNAL DE Mepicinge.—Dr. Lutaud continues his strictures on M. 
Pasteur and histheory, besides, ably editing his journal in other respects. 
-We hoped to have seen Dr. Lataud this summer in America, but he prom- 
ised us in Paris in August that he would come next year with some of his 
colleagues. 


Lirre..i’s Living Ace—Continues in September 24th number: Richard 
Cable, the Lightshipman; and among other articles are: The Island of 
Sark; Ancient and Modern Painted Glass; Eberhardt; The Society of 
Dogs. This number completes the 59th quarterly volume of the 5th series. 


THE MAGAZINES. DAD 


ScRIBNER’s MaGazinE.—The October number contains: Harold Fred- 
eric’s story of Seth’s Wife; concludes The Sacred Flame of Torinje and 
The Thackeray Letters. Henry O’Aury contributes a charming article. 


DER GERICHTSAAL (Band XL., Heft 1).—This able journal, under.the 
chief editorship of Dr. F. Van Holtzendorf, occupies the very front rank ‘in 
Juridicial journals abroad. Dr. Jur Carl Schneider of Tubengin, con- 
tributes a paper on- the Right.of. Suffrage... Prof, Dr. 8. Mayer, of Vienna, 
one on, A Voice from Italy on Jury Trials. Judge Conrad Th®mdrel, of 
Lssrben (Silesia) on Enforced Education for Criminals under age. 


THE THEATRE has again appeared and is as attractive as ever.: 


AARON J. VANDERPOEL, ESQ. 


The death of Mr. Vanderpoel is a loss to the Bar of 
the city of New York not easily filled. 

Of a genial nature, kindly heart, and charming dis- 
position, he endeared himself to the members of the 
profession with whom he came. in contact in a remark- 
able manner. | 

He was born in Kinderhook, N. Y., in October, 1825. 
He studied law with Judge Aaron Vanderpool and Wm. 
Curtis Noyes, was of the firm of Brown, Hall & 
Vanderpoel and of Vanderpoel, Green & Cuming. He 
was a member of the Century, St. Nicholas and Holland 
Clubs in this city, and President of the Manhattan Club 
for many years. 

He was one of the older. members of the: Medico-Legal 
Society, Librarian of the Law Institute, President of the 
Law Department of the University of New York and of 
many other organizations in New York. 

Resolutions were passed at his death at the meeting 
of the Bar of New York at which Chief Justice Van 
Brunt presided, where addresses were made by the Chief 
Justice, by William Allan Butler, Mr. James C. Carter, 
Frederick R. Coudert, Wm. Burke Cochran and others, 
and at the October meeting of the Medico-Legal Society 
the following resolutions were offered by Mr. Roger Fos- 
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ter of the Bar, and remarks made by Mr. Foster, Mr. 
Simon Sterne and others. 


Whereas, since our last meeting, this society has been bereaved of our es- 
teemed associate, Aaron J. Vanderpoel, LL. D.; who, being descended from 
a family containing distinguished members of each of the two professions 
from which our ranks are recruited, took a deep interest in our pursuits, as 
he did in all branches of learning and science that threw light upon the his- 
tory, theory or practice of the law ; of deep reading and wide experience, 
equally well versed in books and men, never betrayed by his learning into 
pedantry, nor by his knowledge of human nature into cynicism ; an ac- 
complished antiquarian, but a constant friend of proposed improvements 
in the methods of the administration of justice ; a successful advocate anda 
sage counsellor of men of affairs, seeking for his recreation the lanes and 
byways of legal literature; of great public spirit, while continually refusing 
office ; in constant conflicts, without a single enemy ; whose career chal- 
lenges our admiration, while his character won our affections, 

RESOLVED, that we, the members of the Medico Legal Society, deplore 
his loss and deeply sympathize with the surviving members of his family ; 

AND IT JS FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to Mrs. Aaron J. Vanderpoel as an inadequate expression of the feelings of 
our hearts, 


GUY HUMPHREY McMASTER. 

Judge McMaster was born January 31, 1829, at Clyde, 
New York. Graduated at’ Hamilton College in 1847, 
was tutor in Franklin Academy, New York, after leaving 
eollege ; studied law and was admitted to the Bar in 1852, 
and commenced the practice of the law at Bath, N.Y. In 
1863, he was elected Judge and Surrogate of Steuben 
County, to which position he was re-elected for twenty 
years. When these offices were separated he was elected 
Surrogate, which office he held at the time of his death in 
September, 1887. He was for many years a corres- 
ponding member of the Medico Legal Society of New 
York, and was in the front rank of jury lawyers in the 
Seventh District, where he resided, which did not. inter- 
fere with his judicial labors, while practising in the Su- 
preme Court and Court of Appeals. 

He was a noble character ; a profound jurist,an excellent 
pleader, elegant, lovable, conscientious, broad, true and 
kind; and there is no jurist or judge in this State who had 
warmer or truer personal friends, and none who better 
deserved them or their confidence. C. B. 
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THE HICHLANDS. 
A FAMILY HOME FOR NERVOUS AND 


MENTAB DISEASES. 
WINCHEN DON, MASS. 


Tus ‘‘ Family Home”’ is conducted by Dr. lra Russell and Dr. Frederick W. Russell, both of whom 
have made the study and treatment of mental and nervous diseases, physical and nervous exhaustion, 
opium a-d alcoholicinebricty a specialty. The Home is not an institution or asylum. Itistoallin- 
tents and purposes a ‘‘ Family Home,’’ where everything is made as homelike as possible. Patients; 
are not: subjected to the care of common nurses, but are provided with companions. Intelligent; 
gentlemen are employed as attendants and companions of the male patients, and educated American, 
women of experience are the attendants and companions of the la ly patients. J 

The feeling of social degradation that is commonly felt py patients in Retreats and Public Institu-.. 
tions, who are subjected to the control of uncultivated nurses, is not experienced here. The utmost, 
possible liberty is permitted, under suitable guardianship to allthe patients, and each one is regarded. 
and treatedas a member of a private family. Each case receives the attention and study given to, 
private practice, and when needed theablest medical talent in the country is called into consultation 

The Highlands, so called, is a pleasant mansion with cottages annexed, situated in the midst of 
ample grounds, on an eminence overlooking the town of Winchendon and the vatley o ¢ Miller’s river. 
From the windows a superb range of hills and mountains can be seen, reaching from Wachusett in 
the south-cast t> Mona Inock in the north-west. 

A piano room, billiard room, bow izg saloon and ample stabling are provided on the grounds, 
The drives in the vicinity are considered delightful, and for healthfulness of location the Highlands; 
are unsurpassed... —- . E 

Dr. Ira Russellis the founder and superintendent of the Home, and Jetters of inquiry can be ad- 
dressed to him, orto br. F. W. Russell, the assistant superintendent. For information we are permitted 
torefertothefollowing geutlemen: | 

Cj; F. Folsom, M.D.; Prof. Mental; Disease, 





G.F. Jelly, M.D., 123 Boylston Street Boston, 


i ; { 2. s 
W.C. Williamson, Esq., 1 Pembertou Square, © H. Hughes, M.D., Editor of Atienist and 
Boston. Neurologist, St. Louis, Mo. 
J. H. Hardy, Esq., 23 Court Street, Boston. @ E. C. Spitzka, 130 E. 50th Street, New York, N Y. 
Rev. G. J. Magill, D D., Newport, R. I. W. W. Godding, Superintendent National Insane 

Wm. A. Hammond M.D,43 W. 54th Street,.. |, Asylum, Washington, D.C. & 
New York... . 6 \f..5 4 ; em ‘|. Clark ‘Bell, Esq., Editor of the Medico-Legal 
8.G. Webber, M.D., 123 Boylstou Street, Bostopi- | Journal, New York City. q 


ia 
‘Harvard Co!lege, 15 Marlboro St., Boston. | Mass. 
| 


THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF INEBRIETY. 


This Journal is devoted to the scientific study of Inebriety, Opium Mania, and the various dis- 
orders which bo h precede and follow. The many forms of Neuroses which arise from the action of 
these toxic agents are increasing and becoming more complex, requiritg special study, and as yet, 
are comparatively unknown to the profession. 


Established in 1876, it was the first, and is now the only Journal published discussing the scientifie 
side of INEBRIETY. 


It occupies a field entirely new, and conflicts with no other publication, and hence has a circle of 
readers not confined to any one class. 


This Quarterly is a medium for the presentation of investigations and studies in this field; also 
the official organ of the 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE CURE OF INEBRIATES. 


publishing all its papers and transactions, and giving the practitioner a full review of the literature of 
this subject. 


Subscriptions, per year, in advance, $2.00. Specimen number, 50 cents. 
All books, magazines, and exchanges, with coutributions and subscriptions, should be address to 


T. D. CROTHERS, M.D., Sec’y and Editor, Hartford, Conn. 


WALNUT LODGE, HARTFORD, CONN. 


For the Special Treatment of Inebriates and Opium Cases. 
Such persons are recognized as diseased, requiring absolute removal from temptation ; rest, change 
of thought and living, with legal control ; also every means known to science to bring about restora- 
tion. These combined with pleasant surroundings, and the influence of atrue CHRISTIAN HOME, give 


assurance of a permanent cure in most cases. the Lopas is attractively located in the suburbs, where 
a limited number of patients are received, all of whom come under the direct personal care and super- 


- vision of the physician. Address, 
T. D. CROTHERS, M.D., Supt., Hartford, Conn, 


The Alienist and Neurologist, 


A QUARTEHRIY JOURNAL 








‘OF SCIENTIFIC, CLINICAL AND FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY AND NEUROLOGY. 





‘Intended especially to subserve the wants of the General Practitioner of 
Medicine, as well as to interest and instruct the Students of 
Forensic Psychopathology of all professions. 





CHAS. H. HUGHES, M.D., EDITCR. 


It will be the chief aim of this Journal toso present the clinical aspects of neurology that the medical 
“student and the physician just starting out on his career may intelligently comprehend them. The ALtEeNntsr 
‘AND NEUROLOGIST is not so much a journal for specialists, as it isa special journal for general pratictioners 
sand advanced students of medicine, in which may be found more that pertains to morbid psychology and 
‘Neurology than may be found in any generaJ medical journal, and so presented as to be of special value 
‘to every physician who aspires to the highest attainable practical advancement. 

The Medico-Legal aspects of such subjects as come within its scope, will receive full consideration 
«so that it will be as indispensable to the student of Medical Jurisprudence as to the General Practitioner. 

Its columns will be open to the candid and impersonal discussion of all unsettled questions in Psychiatry 
sand Neurology. Only matter of real value, and succinctly presented, will be admitted to its pages. 

nntributions of merit from competent sources of experience invited. 


Terms, One Copy 1 year, $5.00, Single Copy $1.50. ‘ 
Address, 3000 CHESTNUT ST., ST. LOUIS, MO. 


MORAVIAN SBNIVARY FOR YOUNG LADIES 


BETHLEHEM, PA. 
Founded January 5, 1749. Reorganized October 2, !785. 


The Oldest and Most Successful School in the Union! 
More than 7,000 Graduates During the Present Century ! 


The reputation and character of @ FASHIONABLE SCHOOL ave designedly avoided. Solid learning, the diset- 
pline and development of the mind, the acquisition of true principles of morals and religion, and healthful physi- 
cal development are considered of paramount importance. No effort shall be spared to impart such an 
education to the pupils as will fit them for the highest usefulness in this life, and prepare 
them for an eternity of happiness in the world to come. All the arrangements and regulations of the 
household are adapted to these ends. The objects of the school, in the order of their importance, are: | 
The formation of a proper character and proper habits of life; the development and discipline ofthe ~ 
meptal faculties, and advancement in learning. 

The students and teachers of the Seminary constitute one household, at the head of which stands 
the Principal and his wife. its 

The whole nu.aber of students is divided, without reference to scholarship, and mainly according 
to age and congeniality, into smaller families, over each of which two tutoresses preside. Of these 
families there are at present five, consisting of from fifteen to twenty young ladies each. The mem- 
bers of each family room together. Thatis, they have acommon dormitory and lavatory ; they eat at. 
the same table in the general dining-room, and look up to the same teachers for direction and advice. 
For purposes of counsel and control, one of the teachers is with them at all hours, to suprrintend their 
studies, to preserve order, to accompany them on their daily walks, to meals, and to church and cha- 
pel. Both teachers sleep in the same dormitory with the pupils of their charge. 

The organization of the pupi!s into divisions for study and recitations is totally distinct from their’ 
distribution into families. Like these. the number in each class is small, seldom numbering over 
twenty. Anew distribution takes place every forty miputes. No recitationis permitted to exceed 
forty minutes’ duration, nor is the learner confined to one spot fora longer time ( 

There are four principal divisions—the Primary, Middle, Junior and Senior Classes; but the pupil 
does not necessarily belong to any one of these exclusively. Sheattends that class to which she belongs. 
by the acquirements she has already made in the particular study under consideration. 

A diploma wiil be awarded to all meritorious pupils who have been in the in<titution two or 
more years and who have gone through the highest course of study, and have passed a satisfactory 
examination. 

The pupils are not allowed to receive visitors at the school or to visit out of it, except with the 
express permission of their parents or guardians. Even with this authority obtained, the Principal 
must be allowed to exercise his discretion in giving his sanction to it. Nothing is more fallacious than 
the opinions of parents that it will contribute to the happi' ess of their daughters to have a visiting 
place in the berough. The choice of society within the institution itself is great. and all that may 
justly be desired ; and the responsibility of guarding pupils from evil iufluences when they pass be- 
youd our jurisdictio 1 is one that cannot b2 assumed. 

Under ordinary circumstances, therefore, visits of pupils in private families of the place, or at 
hotels, will not be permltted, except it be in the company of near relatives or judicious and old friends 
of the family. 

) Bethlehem is easy of access from all parts of the Union. Itisthe terminus of the North Pennsyl- 
vania Road, trom Philadelphia on the South; from New Yor: and the Hast it is reachel by the Sew 
Jersey Central, Morris and Essex. and Lehigh Valley Roads; from the North by either the Lehigh Val- 
ley or the Lehigh and Susquehanna. and their connections ; and from the West by the same, connect- 
ing with the East Pennsylvania Road. Trains from Pittsburg to New York, via Harrisburg and Allen- 
town, 1 ass by several times daily. & j 

Telegraph and express lines give additional facilities of c:mmunication with every part of the 
country. 

The Session, or Scholastic year, begins in September and ends inJune. It is divided into three 

erms. 

The First Term of the One Hundred and Thirty-seventh Annual Session begins Wednesday, Sep- 

amb or. 1885, an tl ends Wednesday, December 23, 18-5. 

The Second Term begins Wednesday, January 6, 1886, and e:.ds Thursday, April 1, 1886. 

The Third Term. begins Thursday, April 1, 1886, and ends Thursday June 24, 1883 

The necessary expense of a fnll Session, or Scholastic year, is Two Hundred and Sixty Dollars 

‘his includes Board, Washing, Tuition in all the English branches, Instruction in | atin. Class Sing- 
ing, the use of the | ibrary, Blank Books, Stationery used for school purposes, use of Readers, Maps, 
Globes, } hilos phical Apparatus and Chemicals, Medicines and attendance by the Matron, except in 
cases of protracted illness, Special Lectures when given in the Seminary, Fuel, Lights, Bath, Pew 
: ents, the use of Table Furniture, as Knives, Forks and Spoons; also ‘Table Napkins and Bedding. 

The expenses of the year are divided as tollows: 


First Term, from Sept-mber 9, 1885 ‘to December 23, 1885)... o. 5... cece $100 00 
Second Term. from January, 6, 160, 60 apr J oUSGr  mmeme seers eee ete 80 00 
hind Terme cromcAvoril (OSG, COO UINC! 245 8 Onrrers lagen = Mumrctre c.f netney aera 80 €0 


The charges f r Board, etc.. as above, and for ‘extra branches are required to be paid, per term, in 
advance. The first payment atthe time of admission 


Send for Circular. Address, 


Rev. J. BLICKENSDERFER, Principal, 
: BETHLEHEM, PA. 


Established 1878. -y, L. Hanna, Editor, 


The Maryland Law Record, 


THE ONLY LEGAL PAPER IN.THE STATE OF MARYLAND. 


$3.00 Per Annum, im. Ad~amce. 


—_—— 


Tue Recorp is published weekly, and gives the full text of all Decisions 
of the Court of Appeals of Maryland, important Decisions of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, and the various State Courts, and other matters of interest to 
the Legal profession, 


OFFICE, 75 W. FAYETTE STREET, 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 


——_—_ 


Address all communications to Tur Maryitanp Law Recorp. 
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American Journal of Insanity. 


THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INSANITY is published quarterly, at the State Lunatic 
Asylum, Utica, N. Y. The first number of each volume is issued in July. 


EDITOR, 


GAALDER BLUMER, M1... Medical Supemntendent 


Associate Editors, 
CHAS. W. PILGRIM, M. D.,_ | 
OGDEN BACKUS, M.D., - | 
CHAS. G. WAGNER, M. D., 
WILLIAM MABON,M.D., | 


THEODORE DEECKE, Special Pathologist. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—Five Dollars per Annum. in Advance. 


EXCHANGES, Books For REviEw, and BusrNEss CoMMUNICATIONS may be sent to 
the Eprror, directed as follows: ‘‘ JourNAL oF Insanity, Stare LUNATIC AsyLuM, 
Urica N.Y” 

The JoURNAL is now complete inits forty-fourth volume. It was established by the 
late Dr. Brigham, the first Superintendent of the New York State Lunatic Asylum, 
and after his death edited by Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, author of ‘‘ Beck’s Medical Juris- 
prudence.” Dr. John P. Gray, with the Medical staff of the Asylum as his associates, 
was Editor-in-Chief from the year 1854 until his death in 1886. Itis the oldest jour- 
nal in America devoted especially to insanity, its Treatment Jurisprudence, etc., and 
is particularly valuable to the medical and legal professions, and to all interested in 
the subject of Insanity and Psychological Science. 


Assistant Physicians. 


PRICE LIST 1886. 


Sparkling Golden Russet Cider, 


MADE FROM CHOICE HAND-PICKED APPLES, FERMENTED AND TREATED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH MOST IMPROVED METHODS FOR WINES. 
IT IS FAR SUPERIOR TO ANY @HEAP CHAMPAGNE, 


oweetor Extra Dry, 
IN ORDERING DO NOT FAIL TO STATE YOUR PREFERENCE 


Quarts, per case, one dozen, - - - - $3.50 
Pints, per case, two dozen, - - - 4.00 


Sparkling Crab Ceaies e Cider, 


LIGHT IN BODY, DELICATE IN FLAVOR, AND CONTAINING AN ABUNDe 
ANCE OF NATURAL ACID, AN EXCELLENT SUBSTITUTE 
FOR LIGHT CLARET OR SAUTERNE, 





Quarts, per case, one dozen, - - - - $3.00 
Pints, per case, two dozen, - - 3.50 


Carbonated Apele =) juice: 


UNFERMENTED APPLE JUICE, MADE FROM SOUND RIPE APPLES, AND BOTTLED 
FRESH FROM THE PRESS, WITH THE ADDITION OF PURE CARBONIC 
GAS FOR ITS PRESERVATION; SPARKLING AND BRIL- 
LIANT AS CHAMPAGNE, YET CONTAIN- 
ING NOT THE SLIGHTEST 
TRACE OF ALCOHOL. 


Quarts, per case, one dozen, - - = - $2.50- 
Pints, per case, two dozen, - - - ~ - 3.00 


Referring to the different prices of the three varieties of Cider, we wish to 
explain that the russet fruit costs more, and tne juice requires more expen- 
sive treatment than the Crab, which needs but little handling or clarifying. 
The Carbonated is the juice of all varieties mixed, as they come to our mlll, of 
which we ground and pressed last fall 241,000 bushels, at an average cost of 
12 cents per bushel. It is simply filtered and bottled before fermentation has 
begun. No other labor is expended upon it, and we are consequently able to 
offer it at a very low price. 

The healthfulness of cider, or the unfermented apple juicc, as a beverage, 
is well known, 

We guarantee the absolute purity of our product, and, at the request of 
any responsible person residing within one hundred miles of this city we will 
forward a case by express, charges prepaid, for examination and approval, 
and if quality does not please, and we are advised within ten days after its 
delivery, we will order it returned and make no charge for samples that may 
have been used in examination. 


S, R.& J.C. MOTT, 


Orchard and Mills: NEW YORK OFFICE: ° 
Bouckville, Madison Co., N. Y. 118 WARREN 8ST. 


MEDICO-LEGAL PAPERS. 


Series 3. 


This volume has been issued, published under the auspices of the 
Medico-Legal Society of New York, of principal papers read before th 
Society, 1874 to 1878, and contains the following , 
Principles of Legal Responsibility Applied to the Insane, 
by James J. O’Dea, M.D. 

Monomania as Effecting Testamentary Capacity, by 
EDWARD PATTERSON, Esa. 

The Diagnosis of Hanging, by AMBROSE TarpIEU, M.D. 

The Proper Status of the Insane and Feeble-Minded, by 
JoHN ORDRONOUX Esq., M.D. 

Malpractice in Surgery, by Frank H. Hamitton, M.D. 

Penal Laws of Suicide, by R. S. GUERNSEY. 

Retiring Address of the President, CLARK BELL, Esa. 

Epilepsy with Mania, by A. O. KreLLocc, M.D. 

Loss or Consciousness, by FRanK H. HaAmItton, Eso. 

Milk in its Medico-Legal Aspect, by R. O. DorEemus, 

M.D. 

Mysterious Disappearances and Presumptions of Death, 

by Wo. G. Davies, Eso. 
School Room Poisoning in New York. REporRT oF a 
COMMITTEE. 

Railway Injuries of the Spine, by Wm. A. Ham- 
MOND, M.D. , 

Progress of Medico-Legal Science in America, by 

| James J. O'Dea, M.D 

Portrait of Dr. George M. Beard and Sketch of Life. 

A New Theory of Trance, its Bearings on Human Tes- 
timony, by Gro. M. Brarp, M.D. 

Personal Identity, by APPLETON MorcGan, Esa. 

The Plea of Insanity, by ALFRED M. Carroui, M.D. 

Union of Public Charities and Corrections, by SAMUEL 

A.’Ragore, M.D. 

Testamentary Capacity, by Isaac Ray, M.D. 

Moral Responsibility, by Morris ELLINGER, Esa. 

Papers by Jacosp F. MILLER, Esq., E. C. Mann, M.D., 

Pror. JoHN H. PacKarD, CepHas BRAINARD, Esq., 

Partraits of leading Medico-Legal Jurists and Alienists. 


Price, Cloth, $3.50. Paper, $2.50. 
OR 
VoARK BEL, 
gee : No. 57 Broadway, N. ¥. 
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N 1888 THE LIVING AGE enters upon its forty-fifth year, having 
met with constant commendation and success. 

| A WEEKLY MAGAZINE, it gives fifty-two numbers of sixty-four — 

| pages each, or more than Three and a Quarter Thousand double- 

| column octavo pages of reading-matter yearly. It presents in an inexpen- 

| sive form, considering its great amount of matter, with freshness, owing 

| to its weekly issue, and with a completeness nowhere else attempted, 


The best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Serial and Short Stories, Sketches of Travel and 
Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Historical, and Political Information, 
from the entire body of Foreign Periodicai Literature, and from the pens of 


Eoremost Livingse Writers. 


| The ablest and most cultivated intellects, in every department of Literature, 
Science, Politics, and Art, find expression in the Periodical Literature of Europe, and 


especially of Great Britain. 


The Living Age, forming four large volumes a year, furnishes from the great 
and generally inaccessible mass of this literature, the only compilation that, while within 
the reach of all, is satisfactory in the COMPLETENESS with which it embraces whatever 


is of immediate interest, or of solid, permanent value. 


‘i It is therefore indispensable to every one who wishes to keep pace with the 
_events or intellectual progress of the time, or to cultivate in himself or his family general 


intelligence and literary taste. 


\ 


OPINIONS. 


“ We have thought that it was impossible to improve 
upon this grand publication, yet it does seem to grow 
better each year. . We regard it_as the most marvel- 
lous publication of the time. . Nowhere else can be 
found such a comprehensive and perfect view of the 
best literature and thought of our times. . It is unap- 
proachable by any other publication of its kind, and 
is in itself a complete library of current literature, 
while all the leading topics of the day are touched 
and discussed by the best péns of the age. . No induce- 
ment could prevail upon those who have once become 
familiar with it to do without its regular visits.” — 
Christian at Work, New York. 


“ By reading it one can keep abreast of the current - 


thought upon all literary and public matters. 1t main- 
tains its leading position in spite of the multitude of 
aspirants for public favor. . A grand repository of the 
literature of the age.’”’ — New - York Observer. 

“Such a publication exhausts our superlatives. . 
There is nothing noteworthy in science, art, literature, 
biography, philosophy, or religion, that cannot be 
found in it. . It contains nearly all the good literature 
of the time.” — The Churchman, New York. 

“ The more valuable to a man the longer he takes it. 
He comes to feel that he cannot live without it.’ — 
New-York Evangelist. 

“To have THE LivinG AGE is to hold the keys of 
the entire world of thought, of scientific investigation, 
psychological research, critical note, of poetry and ro- 
mance.” — Boston Evening Traveller. 

“ Fiction, biography, science, criticism, history, poet- 
ry, art, and, in the broader sense, politics, enter into 
its scope, and are represented in its pages. . Nearly the 
whole world of authors and writers appear in itin their 
best moods. . The readers miss very little that is im- 
portant in the periodical domain.”— Boston Journal. 

“The American reader who wishes to keep the run 
of English periodical literature can do so in no other 
way so thoroughly and cheaply as by taking THE Liv- 
ING AGE.”’— Springfield Republican. 

_ “ Through its pages alone it is possible to be as well 

informed in current literature as by the perusal of a 

long list of monthlies.” — Philadelphia Inquirer. 

we Pore most of the eclectic periodicals.” — New-York 
orld. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 
Yrs TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS for the year 1888, remitting before 


uy There has been a vast development of literature 
in cheap and convenient forms of late; but so far as 
we know none has arisen which can take the place of 


i a; ( i SA ye y cod ihe : Api i; ph) rye he eae ee a A hah 


THE LIVING AGE. All branches of literary activity | 


are represented in it. . In reading its closely printed 
pages one is brought in contact with the men who are 
making opinion the world over. . Always new, always 
attractive, always exhibiting editorial wisdom, it is 


as essential as ever to every one desirous of keeping | 


up with the current of English literature.” — Episcopal 
Recorder, Philadelphia. 

‘Tt stands wnrivalled, collecting the best fount 
of the day, and spreading it before its readers with a 
wonderful power of selection. . The ablest essays and 
reviews of the day are to be found here.” — Zhe Pres- 
byterian, Philadelphia. 

“ Tt may be truthfully and cordially said that it never 
offers a dry or valueless page.’’ — New-York Tribune. 

“Tt is edited with great skill and care, and its weekly 
appearance gives it certain advantages over its month- 
ly rivals.” — Albany Argus. 

“ Fora great deal of good literature for a little money 
THE LivinG AGE leads the periodicals. . If occupies a 
place of eminence from which no rival can crowd it.” 
— Troy Times. 

“It saves much labor for busy people who have no 
time to go.over the various reviews and magazines, 
but who still wish to keep themselves well informed 
upon the questions of the day.” — The Advanee, 

icago. 

‘“‘It furnishes a complete compilation of an indis- 
pensable literature.” — Chicago Evening Journal, 

‘¢ At its publication price it is the cheapest reading 
one can procure.” — Boston Globe. 

“Tt has been our literary companion for many years, 
and it furnishes us with a literary pabulum — histori- 
cal, scientific. philosophical, philological, and critical 
—found nowhere else in the wide domain of litera- 
ture.” — Christian Leader, Cincinnatt. 

“It enables its readers to keep fully abreast of the 
best thought and literature of .civilization.” — Chris- 
tian Advocate, Pittsburg. f 

“It is unequalled.” — North Carolina Presbyterian, 
Wilmington. 2 

*“ Itis absolutely without arival.’’ — Montreal Gazette. 


Jan,.1, the 


weekly numbers of 1887 issued after the receipt of their subscriptions, will be sent gratis. 


CLUB PRICES FOR THE BEST HOME AND FOREIGN LITERATURE. | 


(“Possessed of Litteiy’s Livin@ AGE, and of one or other of our vivacious American monthlies, a 
subscriber will find himself in command of the whole situation.” — Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.) 


_For $10.50, Tua Living AGE and any one of the four-dollar monthly magazines (or 
Harper’s Weekly or Bazar) will be sent for a year, with postage prepaid on both; or, for | 


¢9.50, Tae Livinc AGE and the 
. ADDRESS 


St. Nicholas or Scribner’s Magazine, postpaid. 


LITTELL & CO., 31 Bedford St., Boston. 


we ven ee 


LIGHTNING 
MALARIA 


ERADICATOR F 


AND LIVER RECULATOR. 
Our Safe Family Doctor. 

A Complete Family Medicine. 
Perfect Substitute for Calomel.) 
A Safe and Reliable Remedy in all cases. 
The Createst Remedy of the age for Bilious Diseases. 
A PURELY VEGETABLE compound and the most effective 
preparation known for removing bile from the system, and restoring the 
normal action of the liver and the kidneys. It has a rapid alterative 
and sedative effect apon the system. It renovates it and restores 
ittoa healthy vigor. It increases the appetite and aids in the digestion 
and assimilation of the food. It can be given with PERFECT 
SAFETY to children or adults of any age in all cases where there is a 
derangement of the system. It has been used with most wonderful effect in 


Colds, Bilious Colic, Malaria Fevers, Bilious Fever, 
Cholera, Diarrhcea, Rheumatism, General Debility, 
, Loss of Appetite, Headache, &c. 

















ASK YOUR DRUGGIST FOR IT. 
For FREE TRIAL PACKAGE send 6 cts. instamps For fal] package send 60 cts. te 


TELEGRAPH MEDICINE CO., LAKE CHARLES, LA. 


CAPITAL, $750,000. SURPLUS, $349,307. 


J, B.WATKINS yorréigé co 


17 Years’ Experience. $10,363,800 Loaned. $6,450,681 of Interest 
and Principal returned to Investors. No delay. Nota dollar lost. 


In amounts of $300 and upwards, for 
sale at our New York office 
O at par and accrued interest, 





secured by our Capital and surplus of $1,099,307. Each $100,000 of Bonds is further 
secured by $100,000 of First Mortgages on Real Estate worth over &250,000, 
deposited with the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Co, of New York, with full power of sale, 
naka? ' Each Debenture Bond is certified by said Trust Co. 
If preferred, Mortgages will be made direct to the investor, Principal and interest fully guaranteed, 


All Bonds, and interest by half-yearly coupons, payable at the National Bank of Commerce in New York, 
For pamphlet with full information, and 450 testimonials by our patrons, address 


J. B. WATKINS L. M. CO., Lawrence, Kansas, . 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Manager, 243 Broadway. 





PLAIN ® ARTISTIC 
PRINTING. 


Railway & General Printing Co., 


'-& Spruce Srreet, New York, 


ne 


_ FIRST-CLASS ® PRINTING 


Work Delivered When Promised. 


The importance of accuracy and promptitude in medical and 
legal work is recognized by this company and guaranteed without — 
any corresponding increase in rates. : | 

If you want your printing well performed send us a ‘postal 


card. and we will wait upon you. 


THE BOSTON 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


A WEEKLY MEDICAL NEWSPAPER. 


At the beginning of the present year THE Boston MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JournaL entered upon its 113th volume, and the 58th year of its existence as 
a weekly journal under its present title. It is thus by far the oldest weekly 
medical periodical in the United States, and but two others are published in 
the English language which compare with it in age and stability. 

» Such a record makes superfluous the elaborate prospectus and. profuse 
advertisements ne by yormect oo for professional and public con- 
fidence. ile ie 
2 Has eee no less incumbent upon this JournaL than upon others 
to assure its patrons from time to time, as the occasion arises, of its desire, 
its ability and its determination to meet all the requirements of the most ac- 
tive medical journalism of the day, without sacrificing any of that enviable 
reputation which is an inheritance from the past. 

It is under the editorial management of Dr. George B. Shattuck, assisted 
by Dr. Abner Post, Dr. C. F. Withington, and Dr. C. F. Folsom, with a 
staff of twenty-four reporters on medical progress, and others, of Boston ; Dr. 
P. Brynberg Porter, of New York ; Dr. Frank Woodbury, of Philadelphia ; 
Dr. William Lee, of Washington ; Dr. Norman Bridge, of Chicago; Dr. 
John B. Shapleigh, of St. Louis; Dr. E. P. Hurd, of Newburyport ; Dr. F. 
H. Gerrish, of Portland, Maine ; Dr. George D. Hersey, of Providence ; Dr. 
T. Barton Brune, of Baltimore. a 

Communications from all quarters of the country are acceptable. Liberal 
arrangements are made for reprints of original articles, and for such illustra- 
tions as serve to increase their value or interest. c 
| The word ‘‘ Boston” is retained in the title, as it was the original name, 
ut every occurrence of professional importance, whether within or without 
the borders of New England, will receive prompt and impartial notice. 
Advertisers who wish to reach the Medical Profession, more especially in 
the New England States, would do well to avail themiselves of the columns 
Tue Boston MepicaL AnD SuRGICAL JOURNAL. 







The terms are $5,00 a year, or $2.50 a half year, payable in advance. 


CUPPLES, UPHAM & COMPANY, Publishers, 
283 WASHINGTON STREET, : OSTON. 


IMPORTANT MEDICAL WORKS. 


ERVOUS DISEASES AND THEIR DIAGNOSIS. 


A Treatise Upon the Phenomena Produced by Diseases of the Nervous System, 


with Especial Reference to the Recognition of their Causes. By H. C. Woop 
M.D., LL.D., Member of the Academy of Science; author of “ Treatise on Thera- 
peutics,”’ “Phetmic Fever,’ ‘“‘On Fever,”’ etc. Suef dich Glog $4.00. 


R. THOMAS’S NEW MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 





A COMPLETE PRONOUNCING MEDICAL Dictionary. Embracing the Terminology — 
of Medicine and the Kindred Sciences, with their Signification, Etymology, and 


Pronunciation. With an Appendix, comprising an Explanation of the Latin Terms 
and Phrases occurring in Medicine, Anatomy, Pharmacy, etc. By JosEPpH THOMAS, 
M.D., LL.D., author of “A Pronouncing Dictionary of Biography and Myholbay 
etc. Imperial 8vo. 844 pages. Extra cloth. $5.00. Library sheep. $6.00. 


UCKHAM’S INSANITY. 


Insanity Considered in: its Medico- Legal Relations. A treatise on the subject of 
insanity as affected by legal decisions, especially in the criminal courts, exposing the _ 
errors and songs of the present system, and indicating the reforms that are neces- 


sary. By T. R. BuckHaM, A.M., M.D. Crown 8vo. Fixtra cloth. $2.00. 





¥ For tale by all Booksellers, or will be sent by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 


‘dln by 
J. B, LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, Publishers, 


715 and 717 Market St., Philadelph‘a, -Pa. 





Six Good Reasons for the Pepularity of the Equity System 
of Life Insurance as offered only by the 


CITIZENS 


Mutual Life Insurance Association 


No. 115 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
It is DEFINITE as to cost and benefit received by members. 


It is UNQUESTIONABLY SECURE, because the mortuary funds are de-> — 


posited with the Farmers Loan and Trust Company, in trust for the members. 


It is INEXPENSIVE, because there is a saving of about one-half in cash of 
what is required by the old-line companies, 


It is EQUITABLE, ‘because all members make an equal number of mortuary 


payments for equal terms of insurance. 
It is PROFITABLE, because the surplus is apportioned to members at stated 
periods. 
It is SAFE, because the business of the Citizens is conducted Ly men of well- 
known integrity and business ability. 
President, LEVI M. BATES, Sec. and Treas., CHARLES BELL, 
Actuary, Dr. J. H. DURLAND, 


General Manager, FRANK D. SLOAT, late Controller of State of Conn. 





MEDICO-LEGAL JOURNAL. 


Vol. 3 of the eal wae was ceniplcioe by the 
March Number, 1886. 


This volume contains the following original articles : 


Shall we Hang the Insane who commit Homicide? By CLark Bett, Esa. 
Increase of Insanity ; Causes and Remedy. By IRA RussELi, M. D. 
Report of Committee on Lunacy Legislation in ILLINoIs. With Bill of’ Dr. Frep,: 

H. WINES. ! 
Report of Committee on Lunacy Legislation in Wisconsin. 
Insanity as a plea for Divorce or Nullity. By Gro, H. Savacr, M.D. 
Absorption of Arsenic by the Brain. By R. H. CHITTENDEN and HERBERT E. SMITH. 
Photograpy and Medical Jurisprudence. By Wm. M. MaTHeEw, Esa. 
Case of Lucille Dudley. By W. H. O’Sanxey, M.D. 
Structure and Function of Gray Matter of Brain. By CHARLES HeiTzMan, M.D. 
Fraudulent Damages in Railway Accident Cases. By C. J. CULLINGWoRTH, M. D. 
Poisoning by Extract of Conium. By A. J. Pepper, M. D. 
Simulated Insanity. By Pror. WILLE. | 
Still Births. By H. D. CuHarin, M. D, 
Classification of Mental Diseases. By Pror, Dr. LEFEBVRE of Belgium. 
Retiring Address of President Dr. R. O. DorEmus. 
Inaugural Address of President Dr. IsAAc LEwis PEET. 
Inebriety and Criminal Responsibility in Mexico. By ENRIQUE A. FRIMONT, M. D,. 
Autopsia Cadaverica Legalis. By THos. R. Buckuam, M.D. | 
It alsoé contains, Portraits of 

Dr. R. SWAYNE TAYLOR, Dr. THos. R. BuckHam, 
THE STATUE TO PINEL, Dr. fi. 2. LITTLE. 


Portraits of RrEL and Dr. BEeacu, 
(who were executed, ) 


With EDITORIAL, TOXICOLOGICAL original matter, besides RECENT LEGAL DECISIONS 
and reviews of new books. 


It has a full index and contains 492 pp. of interest to every 
student of Medical Jurisprudence or Forensic Medicene. 


Former volumes can be also ordered—except Nos. 1 and 2 of 
Volk. 1.: out of print. 


PRICE $3.00. 


Address, MEDICO-LEGAL JOURNAL, 


57 Broadway, New York. 


‘GUION LINE,” 
United States Mai! Steamers 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BETWEEN 


NEW SORK, 
QUEENSTOWN AND LIVERPOOL, 


Arizona, 
‘Wyoming, , 
Nevada, 


5,500 Tons. 


| Alaska, 6,500 Tons. 
3,716 << Wisconsin, . 3,720 « 
3,350 “ Abyssinia, . 3,500 «§ 
SATIN G 


FROM NEW YORK Svan © TUESDAY. 


Cabin Passage from New York, $60, $80, and $100. 


Intermediate, $30 per Adult ; 


Children Half Price. 


Steerage to or from Queenstown, Liverpool, London, Glasgow, Belfast or Londoadecy * 


AT LOW RATES, 


Drafts on Ireland, England and Scotland.at low rates,: 


A. M. UNDERHILL & CO., General Agents, - 


No. 29 Broadway, New York. 
@ 


N. B.—Agents in all important towns in the United States, 


) 


—-1ss6. oe 
FORTY-SECOND YEAR. 


CLECTIC MAGAZINE 


FOREIGN LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND ART. 





“The Literature of the World.” 
















HE Foreign Magazines embody the best thought of the ablest authors of Europe. Itis the aim 
of the EcLEcTIC MAGAZINE to select and reprint all the representative articles thus given to 
the world. The subscriber has then at his command in a compact form the best digested work 
pf the master-minds of the age. 


The plan of the Ecixcric includes SCHENCE, ESSAYS, REVIEWS, BIO- 
GRAPHICAL SKETCHES, HISTORICAL PAPERS, ART CRITICISM, 
RAVELS, POETRY, and SHORT STORIES. 


ITS EDITORIAL DEPARTMENTS comprise LITERARY NOTICES 
jealing with current home books, FOREIGN LITERARY NOTES, SCIENCE 
ND ART, summarizing briefly the new discoveries and achievements in this field, and 
tonsisting of choice extracts from new books and foreign journals. The magazine will strive 
parnestly to meet the tastes of the most thoughtful and intelligent classes, and to present articles 
py the leading thinkers on both sides of the questions absorbing the attention of:the religious, 
jiterary, scientific and art world. The field of -selection will be mainly the English magazines, 
jeviews, and weeklies, to which indeed most of the great continental authors are contributors. 
But articles will also be translated from the French and German periodicals for publication in 

e EcLectTic, whenever it is deemed desirable. The subjoined lists exhibit the principal 
fources whence the material is drawn, and the names of some of the leading authors whose 
rticles may be expected to appear : 


PERIODICALS. ate AUTHORS, 
QUARTERLY REVIEW, Rieat Hon. W. E. GLADSTONE, 








BRITISH QUARTERLY REVIEW, 
EDINBURGH REVIEW, 
WESTMINSTER -REVIEW, 
CONTEMPORARY REVIEW, 
FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW, 
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, 
SCIENCE MISCELLANY. 
BLACKWOOD’s MAGAZINE, 
CORNHILL MAGAZINE, 
MACMILLAN’S MAGAZINE, 
LONGMAN’sS MAGAZINE, 

NEW QUARTERLY MAGAZINE, 
TEMPLE BAR, 

BELGRAVIA, 

Goop Worps, 

LONDON SOCcIETy, 
SATURDAY REVIEW, 

THE SPECTATOR, 

THE ACADEMY, 

THE ATHENZUM, 

NATURE, 

KNOWLEDGE, | 

Das RANDCHAU, 
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REVUE DES DEUX MONDERS, ETC., ETC. 


The aim of the Eclectic is to be instructive and not sensational, and it commends 
eularly to Teachers; Scholars, Lawyers, Clergymen, 
Wbreast of the intellectual progress of the age. 


, » STEEL ENCRAVINCS. 


The Eclectic comprises each year two large volumes of over 1700 pages. Each of theah 
olumes contains a fine steel engraving, which adds much to the attraction of the mavazine. 


TERMS :—Single copies, °45 cents; one copy, One year, $5; 
rial subscription for three months, $1. 
e address, $8. Postage free to all subscribers, 


§ € 
FE. R. PELTON, Publisher, 25 Bond Street, New York. 


The ECLECTIC and 


ALFRED TENNYSON, 
PROFESSOR HUXLEY, 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL, | 
RICHARD A. Proctor, B.A., 
J. NORMAN LOCKYER, F.R.S., 
Dr. W. B. CARPENTER, 

K. B. Tyor, 

PROFESSOR Max MULLER, 
PROFESSOR OWEN, 

MATTHEW ARNOLD, . 
EDWARD A. FREEMAN, D.C.L., 
JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE, 
THoMAS HUGHES, : 
ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE, 
WILLIAM BLACK, 

Mrs. OLIPHANT, 

CARDINAL NEWMAN, 
CARDINAL MANNING, 

Miss THACKERAY, 

THoMAS HARDY, 

ROBERT BUCHANAN, 

W. H. MaLuocs, 

Pror. ERNEST HAECKRH, 
HENRY TAINE, ETC., ETO, 
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PROCESSES OF THE PHOTO-GRAVURE CO. 


PHOTO-GRAVURE.— By this process, the highest artistic effects are produced.. Metal 
plates are engraved (in intaglio) by photography and printed in copper-plate presses. The ~ 





effects produced by photography may be altered by the hand of the artist, values may be in- 
creased or diminished, and almost any omission or addition made. The work may be carried 
on till the desired effect is produced, and the edition is always uniform. The plates can be 
supplied when desired, or the Photo-Gravure Co. will do the printing. The results obtained 
by the Photo-Gravure Co. equal the best results obtained abroad, and reference to this effect is 
permitted to leading Publishers and Artists who have used these plates. All classes of subjects, 
whether in half-tone or line, can be reproduced by this process. Sey 


PHOTO-GELATINE PRINTING.—The results produced by this process are similar | 
to what is known as Albertype, Artotype, Heliotype, Autoglyph, Phototype, Lichtdruch, etc., : 
etc. The particular method used is that patented by Mr. T. C. Roche,-and is believe to give the — 
best results at the least cost. The Photo-Gravure Co. has in this department the best’ staff of — 
printers in the country, and a most extended experience of the treatment of gelatine for the 
purpose of printing. All classes of subjects are suitable for reproduction by this process, and 
it is especially suitable for portraits, views, architecture, art catalogues, scientific and natural 
objects, book illustration, town, county and family histories, theatrical and general advertising, 
reproductions of engravings, machinery, animals and still life, copies of deeds, instantaneous 


effects, scientific records, mill labels, etc., etc. | ( : 


PHOTO-CAUSTIC PRINTING. —This term is applied to a modification of the results 
produced by Meisenbach, Ives, and others. By this modification the photographic effect is — 
produced from stone. No attempt is made to produce engraved plates, but the printing is : 
done by the Photo-Gravure Co., and by this means greatly better results are obtained than 
where plates are made and placed in the hands of the ordinary printer. The results are not as 
good as those obtained from Gelatine or by Photo-Gravure, but they are sufficiently good for 4 
a number of purposes where the quality of the higher grades of work is not necessary. It is . 


applicable to all the purposes of the other processes, but is lower both in cost and quality. - ( 


PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHY.—The result of this well-established process are well 
known. It is the oldest of the photo mechanical processes, but is only adapted to the repro- 
duction of original drawings or engravings which are made ina black or other non-actinic 
color on a white or light ground. We have in our employ on this work the most skillful staff 
in the country, who for many years have made it a specialty. Photo-Lithography is ‘unvivaled ; 
for the reproduction of maps, plans, tracings, surveys, patents and other drawings, engineers” 4 
and architects’ designs, fac-simile letters and circulars, exhibits in law cases, miniature cata- 4 


logues, copies of line engravings, reduction or enlargement of line. work, etc., etc. 


A Book of Specimens of our various processes will be forwarded on receipt of One Dollar, — 
and all inquiries will be promptly answered. eas 


Special arrangements made with photographers. 
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York Clearing House, says. 


“The method of insurance adopted by the 
Security Mutual Benefit Society is the outgrowth 
ot-long experience, and one in which the fazlta 
of other. systems are avoided while their good 
features are retained. I consider it the safest 
and ées¢ system ever r/RrOUghe to my notice ” 


SEND FOR CIRCULARS. 
AGENTS WANTED. 


S 0 C if E + Y Sure” has been the motto of its managers, 
and. they have preferred to build up ¢ 
OF NEW YORK, ‘solid foundation with 
233 Broadway, - Opp. Post Office.; STRICTLY FIRST- CLASS MALE 
RISKS, 
iS Sica Sec'y and Treas. | rather th n grow fast numerically at the 
A.L SOULARD, WM. D. CHANDLER ioe ae 
expense of safety and become burdened 
Vice-Presidents + ‘ A 2 
E. A. QUINTARD, J. F. MORSE with unsafe risks, heavy mortality and 
e e 9 e e 9 2 
Bier rors. frequent assessments. 
A. G. GOODALL, The members of this society elect their 
Président Am. Bank Note Co.. New York. | own officers annually, cannot be assessed 
0. D BALDWIN, for A :: 
President Fourth National Bank, New York. | ©X¢ePt for death losses occurring after 
R. CARMAN COMBES, the surplus fund is exhausted, are guaran- 
President Exchange Fire Ins. Co., New York. fh ee 
‘A. L. SOULARD, teed against dishonest management by 
President Sterling Fire Ins. Co., New York. the Agency Security and Guaranty Com- i 
E. A. QUINTARD, ; ; See oe 
President Citizens’ Savings Bank, New York. | P@aMY, & ! esponsible, corporation organized 
WM. D. SNOW, upon the unlimited liability plan, and 
Secretary Am. Loan and Trust Co., New York. : 
HENRY C. ROBINSON, having one hundred thousand dollars 
Of Porter Bros. & Co. -» New York. | capital, and who also 
WM. B. PULLER. allin & Co., New York,| GUARANTEE THE PERPETUITY 
HENRY B. PIERCE, OF THE SOCIETY FOR 48 
Of Hutchinson, Pierce & Co., New York. YEAR Ss. 
4D. ae cane Ne ‘ioe New York.| Considering the elements of safety and 
| permanency which it affords, no organ- 
ization ever before offered the substantiag 
benefits of life insurance: at so little cost | 
Only Twelve Assessments “sei 
Mr. O. D. Batpwrnx, President of the 
Fourth National Bank, says : 
have been levied from 1881 to 1886, aver-| 7 pave given the organization, methods and 
aging three a year, and making the cost | prices of the Security Mutual Benefit Society the 
; most careful investigation, and am satisfied that 
«for, assessments to a man of 40 years Jess | jt affords ‘to -the inpimed as ae ‘Dp and sure @ 
f providing for their fami'ie of 
than fi ve dollars WUE for each de 007 of shewanenin companies while Mt cHeanen: dan the 
insurance. old-fashioned life insurance companies, and im 
reference to security absolutely safe.” 
’ W.A. Camp, Manager of the New 
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- MODERN FEATURES, 
SMALL PAYMENTS compinen wirk RIGID ECONOMY. 


AS OFFERED BY THF 


Equitable Reserve Fund Life Association, — 


1714 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK Clr x. 


INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORE 
2 rd 


_ First Cost of $5,000 Insurance, $30.00. Assessment Rate per $1,000, 
atage 25, $1.00; at age 30, $1.10; at age 35, $1.24; at age 4o, $1.44; 
atage 45, $1.64; at age 50, $1.84 ; at age 55, $2.10; at age 60, $3.20. 

_ By this system, insurance is furnished at cost upon the actual death rate 


experienced, and not upon an assumed death rate. 


Expenses of Management are limited to $2.00 per $1,000 
of Insurance. 


ACTIVE RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED. 


Apply either in person or by letter to the 


EQUITABLE RESERVE FUND LIFE ASSOCIATION, 
171 BROADWAY. N. ¥. 
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WERVE-TONIC, STIMULANT AND ANTISPASMODIC. 
FORMUL A.—Every Fluid-Drachm represents FIVE grains EACH — Cel- 
ery, Coca, Kola, Viburnum and Aromatics. | 


INDICATIONS. —<mpotency, Spermatorrhea, Loss of Nerve- Power (so 
usual with Lawyers, Preachers, Writers and Business Men), Nervous Headache, 
Neuralgia, Paralysis, Dysmenorrhea, Hysteria, Opium-Habit, Inebriety, Pros- 
tatitis, Dyspepsia, and ALL LANGUID or DEBILITATED conditions of the 
System.—Indispensable toe restore a patient after alcoholic excess. 


DOSE.—One or two teaspoonfuis three or more times a day, as directed by the Physician. 
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UTERINE. TONIC: AND RESTORATIVE. 
PREPARED FROM THE ALETRIS | FARINOSA OR TRUE UNICORN, 
rrellNRICATIONS, < Amenorchos, Dyan Se eee 
DOSE.—One teaspoonful three or four times a day. 


Unrivaled as a Uterine Tonic in irregular; Painful, Suppressed = Excessive Menstruation 
IT RESTORES NORMAL ACTION TO THE UTERUS, AND IMPARTS VIGOR TO 

: THE ENTIRE UTERINE SYSTEM. 
nas Where Women have aborted during previous Pregnancies, or in any case 
where abortion is feared, the Aletris Cordial is indicated, and should be con- 
tinuously administered Bpeebheg entire © gcetotio’. 








2 MILD, SAFE AND PLEASANT APERIENT. 
nes Prepared from Manna, Purified Cathartic Acid, and Fruit Juices, ~aas 


. — Constipation, “Biliousness, Congestions, Etc. {I NDIS- 
pe NDICATIONS:: APERIENT FOR WOMEN DURING PREGNANCY. In 
teaspoonful doses, 3 times a day, it favors the SECRETION and EXCRETION 
of bile, and gradually removes the congested and torpid states of the liver, 
and keeps the bowels ina regular and soluble condition. 
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CONCENTRATED EXTRACT OF 


usc CAR ADENSIS. 
A NON-ALCOHOLIC LIQUID. [WHITE] 


A MOST VALUABLE NON-IRRITATING MUCOUS ASTRINGENT. 


INDICATIONS. — Albuminuria, Diarrhea, Dysentery, Night- Sweats, Hem- 
orrhages, Profuse Expectoration, Catarrh, Sore Throat, Leucorrhea, and other 
Vaginal Diseases, Piles, Sores, Ulcers, Burns, Scalds, Gonorrhea, Gleet, Etc, 


When dsed as an Injection, to Avoid Staining of Linen, the WHITE Pinus shovld be Used. 
ayoecmmended Py tral J. Ps SIMS, and other Prominent bra dt ears 
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A MONTHLY JOURNAL DEVOTED 


TO THE © 


DISEASES OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. 


EDITED BY 


WILLIAM, PERRY WATSON, A.M., M.D.,. 
Assistant to the Chair of Diseases cf Children in the New York Polychinic. 


THE ARCHIVES or Peprarrics is the only Journal in the English language devoted exclusively 
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to the Diseases of Infants aud Children. 

It is especially adapted to the Physician in active practice. who could not from other sources 
obtain the best current literature on this suuject without great expense of time and labor, and an 
annual outlay of several hundred dollars. 2 3 . 

During 1886 Dr. de Fores: Willard, of Philadelphia, will contribute a series of , articles on THE 
SURGERY OF THE GC ENITO-URINARY SYSTEM IN THE-YOUNG. 

Each number contains sixty-four pages, making at the end of the year a volume of 768 pages 
which will form aninvaluabie ‘‘ Encyclopedia of Pediatrics.’”’ 

A strict supervision is k2pt over the advertising pages, and nothing is admitted to this Journal, 
but whatis germain to the physician's use. x 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, $3.00 A YEAR, IN ADVANCE. 
SPECIMEN COPY SENT ON APPLICATION. 


JOHN E. POTTER & CO., Publishers, 
6177 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Lake View Retreat. 


A New Private Institution for the Care and 
Treatment of Mental and Nervous Diseases. 


Located at Burlington, Vt. Extensive view of 
Lake Champlain and distant mountains. High 
rooms—large sunny windows—pleasant walks and 
drives, Patients are members of the Doctor’s own 
family, affording a comfortable home while under 
constant medical treatment and the care of ex- 
eg ee oe x 
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MANUFACTURERS OF GRAND, UPRIGHT AND SQUARE 


PIANOS. 


CROMWELL HA.L,| ,yingston MIDDLEBITCH 


Cromwell, Conn., (near Middletown), 


Fon Menta ano Nervous Diseases, 


EsTaBLisHED IN 1877. >| on 
W. B. HALLOCK, M. D., Medical Superinten- 
dent and Resident Physician. 


ReEFERENCES—Drs. Clymer, Seguin, Hamilton, 
McBride, Birdsall, Seessel, and many others in 
York and elsewhere. tte eas 

r. Hallock isin New York on the firs urs- 
day of each month, except July and August, at 26 Cortlandt Street, 
‘No, 24 West 50th Street from 1to4P, M. 
Address all Telegrams to Middletown ; but Letters 


to Cromwell. NEW YORK. 











MIND IN NATURE. Our Specialty is: 

A Popular Journal of Information regarding 
the relation of mind to the body and their recip- LAW CASE PRINTING 
rocal action, with special reference tohealth and ? 
disease. 

It furnishes the most interesting facts of. sci- NOTE HEADS, 
ence and nature. the most striking discoveries in 
Telepathy and all brauches of Psychical Re- 


search. CARDS 1 
-Among the special contributors are some of the 
most eminent living Physiologists, Psychologists, And General Mercantile Work. 


Scientists and Theologians. : 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE 


COSMIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, Se ao 


171 W. WasHINGTON Sr., CHICAGO. : 
Printed on heavy, fine book paper, with Antique 2s = 
s laid covers. Only One Dollar per year. QU ICK N EA a CH EAP 


NOTICE. 

Copies of this number of the Journal will be sent to 
Libraries, Alienists, Judges, District Attorneys, Lawyers, 
Professors of Chemistry, of Forensic Medicine, and others who 
have not yet subscribed, but who are known or believed by the 
Editor to be interested inthe Science of Medical Jurisprudence, 
and in the Special Subjects discussed in this Journal. 

We respectfully solicit subscriptions, and if those who 
receive this number will remit, we will send future or back 
numbers, as desired, except of Nos. 1 and 2 of Vol. I, out of 
print. | 

Nos. r and2 of Vol. 1 being out of print, we shall pay 
$1.50 for either of these Numbers to supply orders already re- 


ceived. 
Address, MEDICO-LEGAL JOURNAL, 


57 Broapway, N. Y. 
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This Society is composed of Lawyers, Physicians and Scientists, and is devoted 


to tha investigation of Medico-Lega: Science. 
Initiation fee, $>. Dues, $4 per annum, which entitles each member to a copy of 


the Medico-Legal Journal, free of charge. 
| The present membership of the Society exceeds 400, including Honorary and 
Corresponding Members. Members of either profession, Chemists or Scientists, no 
matter where residing, are eligible to active membership. Persons desiring to unite 
with the Society can address any member. 
_ The investigation of every branch of Medico-Legal Science, is within the domain 
of the Society, and members of the professionsinterested in the subject, are requested 
to co-operate in its labors. 
| ‘5 Members of the Society who have agreed to send contributions to the Library 
ill please do so at once, that they may be included in the Annual Report of the 
Library Committee. Contributions to the Library are requested, which will be 
romptly acknowledged. All works intended for the Library, if sent by mail 
Foreign countries, come free of duty, if addressed to the Society, or to care of 
Mr. Crank Bet, 57 Broadway, New York City. aid 
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Geo. P. Rowell & Co. have just issued a new edition (the r6sth) of tneir Book called 
‘* Newspaper Advertising.’’ It has 272 pages, and among its contents may be named the fol- 
lowing Lists and Catalogues of Newspapers: 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN NEW YORK CITY, with their Advertising Rates, 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN CITIES HAVING more than 150,000 population, omit- 
cing all but the best. . 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN CITIES HAVING ,MORE than 20,000 population, 
omitting all but the best. 

A SMALL LIST OF NEWSPAPERS IN which to Advertise every section of the 
country ; being a choice selection made up with great care, guided by long experience. _ 

ONE NEWSPAPER IN A STATE. The best one for an Advertiser to use if he will 
use but one. 

BARGAINS IN ADVERTISING IN DAILY Newspapers in many principa! cities 
and towns, a List which offers peculiar inducements to some Advertisers. 

LARGEST CIRCULATIONS, A complete list of all American papers issuing regu- 
larly more than 25,000 copies. < 

THE BEST LIST OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, covering every town of over 5,000 
population and every important county seat. 

SELECT LIST OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, in which Advertisements are inserted 
at half price. 

5,472 VILLAGE NEWSPAPERS in which Advertisements are inserted for $41.40 a 
tine, and appear in the whole, lot—one-half of all the American Weeklies. 

A copy of this book w’/l be sent free by mail to any address on receipt of ‘Tumrty Cente 
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Lnglish books for review, pamphlets, exchange journals, &c. to be sent by book-post to the care of 
the publishers of the Journ,l, Messrs. J. and A. Churchill, New Burlington Street. French, German, 
wud American publications should be forwarded to Messrs. Churchill, by foreign book-post, or by 
booksellers’ parcel to Messrs. Williams & Norgate, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, to the care of 
their German, French and American Agents: Mr. Hartmann, Leipzig; M. Borrari,9, Rue des St. 
Peres, laris ; Messrs. Westermann & Co., Broadway, New York. 


Authors of original papers (including ‘‘ Cases’’) receive 25 reprints of their articles, Should they wish for 
additional reprints they can haye them on application tothe printer of the Journal, H. W. Wolff, 
L. wes, at a fixed charge. 


The copies of The Journal of Mental Science are regularly sent by book-post (pre-paid) to the Ordinary and ; 
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iu their receipt or overcharge in the postage. 





A QUARTERLY JOURNAL, PRICE, 3s. 6d. 





PUBLISHED BY 


J. & A. CHURCHILL, 


ad New Burlington Street, London. 








PRIZES FOR ESSAYS ON MEDICO-LEGAL SUBJECTS. 


The Mrepico-LEGAL Society or NEw YorRK announces 
the following prizes for original essays on any subject 
within the domain of medical jurisprudence or Forensic 
Medicine: | 

1. For the best essay—OnkE HuNpDRED DoLuars, to be 
known as the ELLiotr F, SHEPARD PRIZE. | 

2. For the second best essay—SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS. 

3. For the third best essay—Firry DoLLARS 

The prizes to be awarded by a commission, to be 
named by the President of the Society, which will be 
hereafter announced. 

Competition will be limited to active, honorary and 
corresponding members of the Society at the time the 
award is made. 

) It is intended to make these prizes open to all students 
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of Forensic Medicine throughout the world, as all com- 
petitors may apply for membership in the society, 


which now has active members in most of the American 
States, in Canada and in many foreign countries. 

All details of the award will be determined by the 
Executive Committee of the Medico-Legal Society of 
New York. 

The papers must be sent to the President of the Medico- 
Legal Society of New York, on or before April 1, 1888, 
or deposited in the Post Office, where the competitor 
resides on or before that day. 

_ The name of the author of any paper will not be com- 
municated to the Committee awarding the prizes. 

All persons desiring to compete for these prizes will 
please forward their names and address to the President 
or Secretary of the Medico-Legal Society of New York. 

In case the essay is written in a foreign tongue, it 
should be accompanied by a translation into the English 
language. 

It is hoped that all our members, whether active, 
honorary or corresponding, will take an interest in this 
effort to stimulate scientific inquiry and research in ques- 
tions relating to medical jurisprudence. 

Scientific societies in all countries are invited to lay 
this announcement before their members, and the co- 
operation of the legal, medical and public press, is re- 
spectfully solicited in bringing the subject to public 
attention. 

CLARK BELL, Preey 
57 Broadway, N. Y. 

ALBERT BACH, Secretary, 
140 Nassau St., N. Y. 


MEDICO-LEGAL PAPERS, SERIES 4 AND; 


The subscriptions already received, to continue the 
publication in volumes of the original papers read 


before the Medico—Legal Society of New York, besides 
those already published in volumes Nos. one,\ two and 
three, have already reached a sufficient number to war- 
rant their publication. It is highly desired that the sub- 
scriptions should reach one hundred copies, aside’ from 
the one hundred copies subscribed for by the Medico-— 
Legal Society, so as to fully indemnify the publishers 
who take charge of the publication. 

It is proposed to issue Series or Volume 4 of Medico- 
Legal papers during the year 1887, and to follow it with 
Series of Volume 5, as soon as practicable. The present 
list of subscribers is as follows :— 


Note.—Members and others desiring to subscribe to this mcvement will 
please advise the editor of the JOURNAL, or any officer of the Society. The 
following is the subscription at the date of September Ist, 1887: 


MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 


The undersigned hereby subscribe for and agree to take of the Medico 
Legal Society, or its assigns, the number of copies of Medico-Legal Papers, 
Series 4 and 5, to the commencement of Medico-Legal Journal, at the price 
of $3.50 per volume in cloth, or $2.50 in paper, provided at least sixty 
copies are subscribed for. 

Dated January, 1887. 
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The original papers, which will be included in these 
volumes, include articles by the following persons : 


Dr. C. R. Agnew, 
_Dr. George M. Beard. 
Dr. Wooster Beach, 
Clark Bell, Esq., 
Dr. ALN. Bell, 

Ernest H. Crosby, Esq., 
D. C. Calvin, Esq), 
Geo. B. Corkhill, Esq., 
C. A. Doremus, M D., 
Wm. G. Davies, Esq., 
Prof. R. Ogden Doreu.us, 
Max F. Eller, Esq., 

Dr. T. C. Finnell, 

Dr. Albert H. Gihon, 
Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, 
Dr. R. R. McIlvaine, 
Dr. Moreau Morris, 

Dr. J. J. O'Dea, 

Dr. R. J. O’Sullivan, 
Prof. W. J. Owen, 

Dr. J. C. Peters, 

C. W. Palmer, Esq., 

O. H. Palmer, Esq., 

Dr. R. L. Parsons, 

yr. Stephen Rogers, 

Dr. Frank Ramsay, 

H. 8. Rokerbaugh, Esq., 


D §. Riddle, Esq. 

Dr. Henry Raphael, 

Dr. Ed. Sanders, 

Dr. Graemme M. Hammond, 

Harry Hakes, Esq. M. D., 

Prot. Fock: Hamilton, 

A. G. Hull. Esq., 

Dr. J. G. Johnson, 

Dre: Kellogg, 

Ed. J. Loring, Esq., 

Dr. 8. N. Leo, 

Dr. Chas. A. Leale, 

Dr. E. C. Mann, 

Dr. Edward Mead, 

Dr. John T. Me-calf, 

Appleton Morgan, Ksq., 

Jacob Shracy, Esq., 

Dr. W. G. Stevenson, 

William Shrady, Esq. ; 

Dr. C. Spitzka, 

Dr. J. Clark Thomas, 

Dr. 8. Waterman, 

Dr. J. S. Wright, 

Dr. R. Withaus, 

O. W. Wight, M.D., 

Dr. Chas. 8. Wood, 

Geo. H. Yeaman, Esq , 
and others. 


The volume will contain about 500 to 550 pages, and 
will be embellished with portraits after the style of Series 


or Volume 3 
£9.50. 


The price will be in cloth $3.50, and paper 


All members of the Society, subscribers to the Journal, 
authors of, papers, libraries and others who are willing 
to subscribe, will please notify the editor of this Journal © 


of the number of copies they will take, and it is hoped 
that enough subscribers will be obtained at once to make 
at least one hundred. ; 

A copy of this statement will be sent the authors of 
papers, who will be allowed to subscribe for additional 
copies at the reduced price, for all future subscriptions, of 
$3.00 cloth and $2.00 paper, if notice is at once sent the 
editor of this Journal or Mr. Albert Bach, Secretary, at 
No. 146 Nassau Street. 


THE MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE OF INEBRIETY. 


At the November meeting of the Medico-Legal 
Society the evening will be devoted to the discussion of 
‘this subject. 
Short papers have been promised by Dr. Joseph Par- 
rish of New Jersey, Dr. T. D. Crothers of Connecticut, 
Dr-.Norman’ Kerr of London, Dr. Ed: C:' Mann. of 
Brooklyn, Dr. Wright of Bellefontaine, Ohio, and 
several others have been invited and are expected to 
read short papers on the medical side, and prominent 
members on the legal side will take part in the discus- 
sion, which must excite interest in the society. 
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‘The Mutual Life Tica: Bastian of New York, 


RICHARD A. McCURDY, President. 4 
For the year ending December 31st, 1886. 
ASSETS... oo... Faye ee eo Se .. ...$114,181,963.24. 














‘Insurance and Annuity Account. 





























a No. | Amount. © : 2 A No. | Amount. 
_ Policies and Annuities in ; | Policiesand Annuities : 7 
force, Jan. ist, 1886... | 120,952 | $368,981,441 36 force, Jan. 1st, 1887 129,927 | $393, 809, 2°29 €8 
- Risks Assumed.......... 18,673 56, 832, 718 92 Risks Terminated....... 9,698 32; 004, 957 40 
189,625 $425,814, 160 88 189,625 $425,814, 160 28 28 
i Dr. 3 Revenue Account. © Cr. 
1 ‘To Balance from last account. . $99, 865, 644 11 || By Paid to Foltoy. Hower; 
Wee APPeMHINS 2. s 4 e  Fo e as 15, 634, 720 66 Endowments & P 
a dntarest gid Rents... .2-. 5,502 456 01 chased Insurances $4, 908,729 61 
is Dividends & Annui 
ties ... ve sies + B, letgdod 1D 


Leceased Lives..... 5 "492. "920 00 , 
Ancibaiy Sa 129,163 74 





= ouiee eed 
ommissions and | 
Commutations { %1+782,682 83 

































MANOS Siac Si vei ees 277,169 85 
Expenses. .......... 1,091,613 91 
—-———_ 3,101,416 59 
| © Premium on Stocks and Bonds 
‘Purchased... 0 se 52,566 14 
** Balance to new account....... 104,719,734 31 
$121,002,820 78 $121,002,820 8 
Balance Sheet. Cr, 
ene Reserve foc policies in force | By Bonds Secured by Mortgages on 
and for risks terminated... $108,460,120 25 Real Estate . $50,118,949 66 
‘Premiums received in advance "8, 274 84 || ** United States and other r Bonds... 42.071, ‘641 00 
‘Surplus at four per cent... .. 5,643,568 15 ** Loans on Collaterals.... ........ 6, 172, 917 25. - 
“eal Estates. (oo si ae ss 10,591,286 32 
* Cash in Banks and Trust Com- 
panies at interest... .......... 2,306,203 O& 
| * Interest accrued . .  ... 1,166,870 65 
* Premiums ies and in tran- 
| Ot oo ee a oe 1,565,117 28 
| % Siunigigs 6 46h Me eg 188,978 OO 
$114,181,963 181,963 24 i ; $114, 181,963 24 








tT have Cavetiilly oearained the foregoing: statemeat eae find the same to be correct. 
ess A. N. WATERHOUSE, Auditor. 


a te From the Surplus above stated a cividend will be pp noracued as usual]. 
f NEw YORK, January 26, 1887. 












BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 





AMUEL f. SPROULLS, ALEXANDER H. Rice, | ae THOMPSON, - Seapets fe HERRICK, 
LUCIUS ROBINSON, F, RATCHFORD STARR, UDLEY Ocortr, mM. P, Dixon, 
MUEL D, Bascock, FREDERICK H.Cossi1T, | FrEDERIC CROMWELL, - Ropert A. GRANNISS, 
ES. Cok, Lewis May, JumEeN T, Davies, Nicuovas C, MILieEx, 
E. DEvELIN, OLIVER HARRIMAN, ROBERT SEWELL, Henry H. RoGers, 

‘4 L. Hustep, Henry W. SMmiTH, S. Van RENSSELAER CrUGER, no. W. AUCHINCLOSS, 

“A. McCurpy, | Joun H. SuERWoop, Cuarves R. HENDERSON, . W. VAN Vooruis, 

HOLDEN. ROBERT OLYPHANT, GEORGE Bice, THEODORE MorForb, 


oy) a 
1ANN = VON Post, Georce F, Baxrr, ' Rurvus W, PECKHAM, WiLiiam Bagcock, 


















NOTABLE AND. SIGNIFICANT ITEMS 


FROM THE 


FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 


e: 


OS THE 








of nearly eight million dollars, ig 
~ Interest income over three million seven hundred disiena dollars ane over BY per cent. on 
net assets, and over nine hundred thousand dollars in excess of death-losses paid oy: 
Market valué of securities over three million six hundred thousand dollars in excess of t 
Liabilities, both actual and contingent, pees for, and a vie Of over _—— and a halt 
ee Py the State standard. Bins : 

























THE : PRECEDING YEAR. ee 
_ Over three hundred million dollars of insurance in foree, m anaary 1, 1887 : 


SUMMARY OF REPORT. 


B U SIN ESS oO F { 886. = *Divisible Surplus, Companys Standar . 








: : oes Piste oe ee 
Rocca in Premiums...... Wad eat . o.. $15,507,906.04 |. sono 
Received in Interest, Rents, etc...... 3,722,502. 24 Total Surplus, Co’s Standard 
Total Income................, $19,280,408.28 
aM ES 
Paid Death-claims. Se RAP Vesta $2, 757,085.97 
Puid Endowments...... ee aoe) 559,075.01 | 
Paid Dividends, Annuities, and for ; 
Policies Purchased. er aaeer es es io 4,311,119.11 | 
cae aos ae in Income. Aor 
Total Paid Poliey-holders ie $3 »62 7,230.09 Increase in Surplus, State Standard. 
. : —_mmmmnsmmmm | Increase in AssetS............5. 0. aio 2 Be 
‘ New Policies Issued........ oy cee 22,027 | Increase in Insurance Written. . 
New Insurance Written...:...... ees $85,178,294.90 | Increase in Insu ance in: Force. 
ee | *Eixelusive of the amount ae ¢ 
CONDITION JAN. {, 1887. — contingent liability to Tontine Di ae 
Cash ARSCLS Ghoul endl cee $75,421,453.87 + Over and above a 4 per cent. : 34 


policies: of that class. 





Do not insure until you have seen full particulars of the NEW YORK a Polic 
write the nearest mae or the Home Office, for ee particulars—AT ONCE. : 





: WILLIAM, H. BEERS, Bieallent. ,o * ApcHiearp H. WEL cH, 2d V 
| HENRY TUCK, Vice-President. | RUFUS W. WEEKS, 


i Tamoponn M. Banna, ‘Cashier. a ne ee Se ae O;Dett, Su ; 
' oe ‘Hewmix ee Director Le ee a 








